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IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATIONS' 3'21.10 ) 
AND .32111 FILED TO APPROPRIATE THE: ) 
WATERS OF 'AN UNDERGROUND SOURCE"ctN ). 
CARSON VALLEY, DOUGLAS COUNTY, NEVA,-) 
DA. ) 

INTRODUCTION' 
. '" 

'Appl;icat-ions 32110' and"'32111 were flIed in lthe Office 
of the S'tat:e' 'Eng'ineer to appropriate water from an under
ground source for irrigation and domestic purposes in 
Carson valley, Douglas' C,Ol.lnty';, Nevada. 

In 1975, Water Resources - Reconnaissance Series 
Report 59, "Water Resources Apprai.sal of the Carson _River 
Basin·, Western Nevada'" by' Pa.tiicJf -A.-. GlanCY 'aha joT.' I L'-., 
Katzer was'prepared cooperative"IY' by the Nevada Depart-
ment of Conservation and Natural Resources, DiVision of 
Water Resources and the U. So. Department of the Interior, 
Geological Survey. This report. is available from the office 
of thei :Sfa:te 'Engineer.. .rr 
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FINDINGS OF FACT 
T, . "" • 

AppLication 321:10 was f{H~d' on 'Jutn'€! 17,-; '1977 bY" Ia'n' 
M. MacSween to appropriate 2.7 cfs of the waters of an 
underg-round" sour.ce' '1::'9 'be p.'ivert"E:!s:1 wi'thin'Lot 4. ·S'w!.r· Sec. 30, 
T.14N.,R:21E., M".D~B:.&M.'· , and to be used for the irri
gation of 160 acres within t~e NW!.r said Sec. 30. 

Application 32111 was filed on June 17, 1977 by Joan'C .. 
MacSween to·appropriate· 2.7 cf's Q.f the··wat'ers of'an 
underground s'ource tb~ be 'diver'-ced" w'i'.thfn: ·trot 4 SW%· said' 
Sec. 30 and ··to be used for the lr'rig,a~',{6n'" of 160 acr~s" 
within' the N~' 'S~ s'aid' Sec,; 30: -IF' .'., !! • 
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By an order dated June 14. 1977, the State Engineer 
designated and described the Carson Valley Ground Water 
Basin' aS~'a' grouhd'"water bas'in corning under the proviSions' 
of NRS 534. 21 
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It is' estimated' thaf·I'the i pol'entia1 anrtual"'recharge' 
to the ground water basin from precipitation is 25,000 
acre-feet. The estimated annual sub-surface inflow to 
the ground water basiB from California is approximately 
7,000 acre-feet. The total annual recharge to the Carson 
Valley Ground Water Basin is therefore· approximately 
32,000 acre-feet per year. 1/ Any consumptive withdrawal 
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in excess of the natural recharge will either- deplete the 
ground water reservoir or cause additional surface water 
to percolate into 'the ground water reservoir . 

IV • -c-

Existing certified, and permitted ground water rights 
in the Carson Valley Ground Water Basin for irrigation and 
other purposes pr,e'sently total over 40,-000 acre-feet of 
water per year. 4/ 

CONCLUS IONS 

I 

The State Engineer has jurisd~ct'ion .,0"£ 
and the subject- m.atter of this act'iori. 2/ . 

the J parties ..... , 

The 
a permit 

A. 

B. 

C. 

. ~-- i' -, 
II' '11"- "" ,i. 
~ e' -, ,\.-. 
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Sta te Engineer .:>!;s" prohil:;:li ted 
where . -~'if:I~' .' f', .,.. t " . ~~:."'-.. :'~ ;""'." , " ' 

by law from granting 
,. ., \ ' '1_:, r. ~._. 

There is no 
source, or 

una"pprop;:i,.a'!:eGl water at the proposed 
"c>, 

"The propo.~e,~.,.~~~';_"~W~:is,ts with existing rights, o.r 
. ";~,-,,,,\:;-<, .••• ,t,lb'. . .' - ,'-' " .. , ' 

The proposed u_se th'i"~a'tens to. prove detrimental 
to the public -wel'fare,'~ 6/ 
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Existing water rights in: t'h¢··.q?trso.n Valley Ground 
Water ~asin exceed the a:nn;ual~' ~echa,rge from precipitatio.n 
and underflow. To. gr-ari,t" .. ti_r1ga tio.n"~'" rights that co.nsume 
additional wa:ter in' this" d"esignated basin wo.uld adversely 
affect existing rights cind\~~):ireaten to. pro.ve detrimental 
to. the publi,c welfare. "" 
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If Applicatio~s ;3l!,~lO'- a,n?- 32111 are granted, additio.nal 
land wo.uld be .irrig"a~t:eq~,!~.t:··"land-' that is irrigated o.nly part 
time would be irriga,te~~V,m~:re 'intensively and frequently., 
This would result in ~qdA-~io.nal consumptive use by farm 
land irrigation. The ',,_ci'dC13:tio.nal withdrawals and co.nsumption 
wo.uld rem"ove water f'r6~h,€ .. gro.und water reservoir which: 
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A. Would not be replaced resulting in depletion of 
the ground water reservoir, or 

B. Would be replaced by infiltrating surface w~ter 
that would otherwise remain in the stream system. 

The additional withdrawal and consumption of underground 
water for irrigation would there'fore conflict, wit-ht,:existing 
rights and threaten to prove detr-imental to the public 
welfare. 

v 

The State Engineer is authorized and directed to 
designate preferred uses of water within designated ground 
water basins such.,_ as the Carson" Valley Ground Water Basin. J./ 
The consumptive ,_use' of addit,i.on,al ground wate;r- to irrigate 
additional land or to more .±h:t'e:rrsively and frequently 
irrigate other land is "not c:cm.!?i¢lered to b,e a preferred 
use of the limited wa-ter"res"ources of the Carson Valley 
Ground Water Basin. 
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WJN:,ze:jw 

Dated this 14th day 

of March 1979 
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FOOTNOTES 

1. Public Records" in the 'Office of the S~ate' Engineer. 

2. Public Reco:r:d~ ·i~. the Office of the State Engineer. 
'/ 

3. Water Resources - .Reconna-issance Series, Report 59 I 
pp. 2, 51., 

4. Public Records in"" the Office of the State Engineer-, 

5. NRS 533.025 and"NRS 53~.D30, subsection 1 . 
. :. 

6. NRS 533.37Q, sUbsec'tion 4. 

7. ,NRS 534.120, subse~·tion -'2. 
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