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IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATIONSJ3454B, ) 
34549, 34550, -34551, 34552, 34553,. ) 
34554. 'B4S5S'{i 3'4556; 1.·34683 " 34'684!; :"c) 
34717·:AND '34-7'l8 FILED-rO,APPROPRIATE ). 
THE WATERS OF AN'UNDERGROUND' SOURCE .. ). 

IN TRUCKEE MEADOWS, WASHOE COUNTY, ) 
NEVADA'. ., ,,' .) I' 

-:'.' 
'flo , .... , 

i . P. 
1" ;.j 

':, • " 1_ 'i. 

R~'UL'tNG .. ; 

, "1 " 
. ,,",' -, , 

, ., 
,l , , , ". ··"'·.,:~t'1'INTRODUCTI0Nr:\_'~ ":.'. " :!ll ; I'· , '. ! 'I-

Applications 34548. 34549. 34550. 34551, 34552. 34553. 34554, 
34555 i ;.:345:56', ·\34683 ~ "-34 684,:- 34'7iJ.7"anat134,7il.8rwere~ :tileaY fnl th"e i O"ffi'ce" 
of the SMte' Engineer. i:.o~appropvia-telwaterf f:rom';an f tind'el':'gioilli.d; source 
for' irrigation: purpbses'~:lit r TrtickM,~ Meadows, I Washoe~County~nNeva<ia~l . '1 .. 
d ~'J ~_O ,:.~ ':',,':1 L,r 1,[ ,<-;it lo., nf 3?O 'r.,S ~ • .'l "1" .nl? ,: .'~ 'jt!-;-,'- >, } ~(, 

'" !~r;In a973~> Wa'ter.kesources - Reconnaissance Series Report 57. itA 
Brief Water - Resources Appraisal of the Truckee River Basin, Western 
Nevada~"by~ A'.; S'; Vantlenbu:rg1i.! 1 R: DT~ ~amk~harid ~J . :·U 1 j'Hugh'es' was prepared 
coope:ratilvely.~by. "the,'Nevada Department: of·IConservatiOI"i' ahd N~nHlral('J 
Resources·;,lDivisi6n i- hf Water Resourcest aha the U ,I si'i, Depatt:ment~:or - the" 
Int.erior-; Geoilog,icalrSurvey. :rhis· -r.eport -, Hi j avaHable~,£fom':the' of!f:iJ:.e 
6f' tHe, State l Engl!Deer • .!. ... '. 
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;;",Appiica&ion~r34.548.'1was filed on November 3, 1977 by Wilbur D. May 
to appropriate 0.25 c.f.s. of the waters of an underground source to 
be diverted<'wit:hin' the NWl/4 SE1./ 4p Secttbh.'B, T .-IBN. ,l'R. :20E'.'(~~M(.:D'.~B%M. , 
and, to- beT'used for irrigation of 320 acres within' the'-El'/2"Sectioii' 8, 
'II.ISN.-. R . .zOE.,'M".ID:B.&M'·: ,. 1",.' '{,; Jr., ".1, B.~.": 

" .,t o. " •• t. L . ,-:':' ,,,d 

... 1 Applicationt'34549',was"filed on·November,-3. 1977 by Wilbur D. May 
to appropriate 0.25 c.f.s. of the waters of an underground source to 
be diV:erb~d..:lwithiri" ttle SWl:/4 NEI/4 Section'S, ·T .laN: • : R. '20E~"'~ ~ M::D'.<B: &M .• 
and"torbe used for irrigation of 320' acre§ withini..the-·Bl'/2 f'Seetion··,S, 
T.'l8N·:~'J'R':20Ei.I'M .. D:'B'.'&M1::'1'. ;;\ .. t l ",.. f, . ./>,. ::.Iqr., "!_I.,I'l.,\v .. 

.' ,~ <', 

,', Application' 34550'was~filed on·Novembero"3. 1977 by Wilbur D. May 
to appropriate 0.25 c.f.s. of the w'aters of an underground source to 
be divel'ted .. withiii:·fl'le NWl/4 -'NE1/4 f .Sectioh('S, IT .18N7 , 'JR. 20E~ ',I',M-.'D·.-B. &M',' , 
and"to"be~'used ·forl irrigation of 320"acres:withiiie the 'El/2 Sectidn"S','" 
T.18N .• ·R.20E,"M~D.B.&M. , ,,_~".J. 

, ~' ' 

:~~tl:.Applicatidii:,3455H,wasrfi])ed,on Novemlier 3, 1977 by Wilbur D. May 
to appropriate 0.25 c.f.s. of the waters of an underground source to 
be diveri:e.d~:within tile SE1/1i Nwl/41 Section' 9, :·T. i8N: , l'R. 20E .''';'~M:,D,.·B. &M' •• 
and litol'be\..used ,fo't'Pirrigation. of 400 -acres withinl the,)Nlf.2 SWf/4~ and lid 
N,J:/,2JSettion 9,\'Tn8N.~:IR~'20E., M;'D'!B:&M';" . 'j"I' 'r'.,.. .1' • 

'1 '. . . 
" ~ .1' '. " 

" " 

• ' .1
' 

,~, , • j 

, 
i 
I 



I 

,;1", 

'. -it .. ', .. , 
~; ...... 

"1' -2-

Application 34552 was filed on November 3, 1977 by Wilbur D. May 
to appropriate 0.25 c.f.s. of the' waters 6f ·.an .underground source to 
be di~erted within the NWll.4 SWl/4 ·S'ec·t.ion. 9,:··T.18N., R.20E., M.D.B.&M., 
~nd·· tR .be .used for irrigation of 400 acre's within the 'Nl/2 SWl/4 and 
Nij.2·/~Section '9, T.18N .• R.20E., M.D.B.&M. 

Application 34553 was filed on November 3', 1977 by Wilbur D. May 
to appropriate 0.25 c.f.s. of the waters of an underground source to 
be diverted within the SWl/4 NWl/4 Sect'ion 16, T.18N., R.20E., M.D.B.&M .. , 
and to be used for irrigation of 320 acres within the Nl/2 Section 16, .. ' 
T.18N., R.2.0E., M.D.B.&M. 

Application 34554 was filed on November 3, 1977 by Wilbur D. May 
to appropriate 0.25 c.f..s. of the waters of an underground source to 
be diverted within the SEl/4 NEl/4 Section· 17, T.IBN., R.20E., M.D.B.&M., 
a'nd to be u~ed for irrigation of 320 ?cr~s wi.thin ,the Nl/2 Section 16, 
T.IBN., R.20E., M.D.B.&M. , . 

Ap.?.~.i7-:~i~·n ,34555 was filed on Nov~~her:~i :~97~' .b!y)~,~:tb~~fD": Mtyt :- y 

to approprla~e 0.2,5 c.f.s. of the waters of" an undergrouna"source to~ of 

be diver.~~9 :wi.th':iiir:.the -NEl/4 NWl/4 Section 16, T .. 18N .• R.20E., M.O.B.&M., 

and to be' used"'fo.r irrigati,.g~t"',ott?T0ll:' '~., .e~ 1lt\~' the NJ;/~ S7ctf Q.l). .1.'~_~ (, '",o"'~' .~~ 
T.18N., R.2.0E., M.D.B.liM. " ... .( , ., ' '> . . • ~,. , '-' "'" ¥,.. t ... _ . :.;. _ : ... ....-4 

Ap~lication 34556 was fi~ed on Nov~m~lr.,~", "~977 by Vti!lbu~ ,'D. May r ) 
to appro~ria te 0.25 c. f . s. of the. 'Haters of an underground source to 
be diverted within the SWl/4 .. SEl/4'''Sl,e~.tion 8, T.18N., ~Jf"2bE. ,_ M.D.B./iM .• 
and to be used for irrigation, 0.£.>32..0 -,acres ,w:p:.hin/&he Eln· Sec·tion 9, 
T.l8N., R.20E., M.D.B.&M.. ',;,'. ". : ''';'.' -' 

.~ .. ', -, ,.' ) 

Application 34683 was filed, oi)." December ,2, 1~7..z by Wash,~e County 
to appropriate 2.0 c.f.s. of t;he waters of an undergl',0U_nd source to 
be diverted within the NW1/.4 SFJ1/4 :?ect-ion 27, 'i.19N .• R.19E., M.·D.B.&M .. , 
and to be' used for irrigaq.6:q;'qf 15'8' acres within the El/2 Wl/2 and 
w1/2 El/2' Secdon' 13, 'T.19N.-,-' R.'1"9E'~, M,:D.B.&M .. 

. : ' 

Application 34684 was filed' ,0; :De~emb~r "2, 1977 by Washoe County 
to appropriate 2.0 c.f.s. q,fi;s~~e' ¥~f:'ers 0:£ a~~\~.md~rground source to . 
be diverted' within the NWl/t4"iNW1/4 -Sect,ion 2:6, T.,19N., '.R.19E., M.D.-B.&M., . ...... ., 

. ... .. 

and to be used for irrigation, of. 168, acres within the El/2 Wl/2 and 
Wl/2 £t/2 Sectil:m 23,·'<rr.-19N., R.:19E . .- M.D.B.&M. 

. ,;:: ." ."'" 
.:" -". 

Application 34717 was' filed·:'on-·December 8, 1977 by H. Sahrakar aJ;ld 
M. Dorostkar to appropriate 2. 7 '~.·f~',s,. of the waters of an undergro:und 
source to be diverted within the S£1/4' SWl/4 Section 20, T.18N., R.20E., 
M.D.B./iM., and to be used fo.r .. irl:rgatio~ ";;'f 80 acres within the Wl/2 
SEl/4 Sectiqn 20, T.18N., -'R:·lOE.'; M.D.B.liM.' 

..... ,. j' "~ , 

34718 was f.iled on -December 8, 1977 by H. Sahrakar and 
appropria'.te. '2":.: 7 c. E • s. of the wat·ers of an underground 

ted within' the SWl/4 SWl/4 Section 20, T.18N., R.20E., 
. to be used' -{or irrigation of 160 acres within the SWl/4 
18N., R.20E., M.D.B./iM. 1/ 
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II 

Applications 34548, 34549. 34550, 34551; 34552,' 34553, 34554. 
34555, 34556, 34683, 34684, 3471i and )4718.'were filed'tD appropriate 
water from an u'nderground source from the Truckee ,Meadows ';Ground. Water 
Basin, Washoe County, Nevada. ~/ . ':.," 

-" 
III 

By ari order dated March 1, 1978, the State Engineer designated" and 
described' the Truckee Meadows Ground Water Basin ?s a ground water basin 
coming under the'provisions of NRS 534. 11 , . 

IV 

It is estimated that the potential annual recharge to the ground 
water basin from precipitation is 27.000 acre...:.feet. The esitmated an­
nual s.ub.-surf,ace inflow of ground water is less than 500 acre-feet'. ,11./ 
The safe p'erennia'l_ '~ield of the Truckee Meadows Ground Water Ba'sin is , ~ • . " , ;Of"- _.. -, 
_considel'ablY'-'less~~t}1?!l'- '27, 000 acre-feet and has been estimated' to hJ?;' in 

·'the;'order of 12,O;9_Q..:Jt~re-feet per year. Any consumptive withdrawal in 
'exce'~s of the natural 'recharge will either deplete the ground water 
reservoir or caus:e additional surface ,water to percolate into the ground 
water reservoir. Withdrawals in excess of th~ safe perennial yield will 
adversely ~.ff:ect the resource a,?d existing rights . 

..•. ~~ ~ , 
" (t '. , • r 4(:~-~' .. / "1. 

'i ,,', IT r" '. -v t .• 
" ~ . ""'-

E)d..§..t;~·ng .c.e.r_t;,ificated arid '·p€:,rl!!:il:-te9. ground wa ter rights in the 
Truckee Meadows Gl'ound 'Water.-Basin, ,.foi:'-niun!cipal, wildlife, commercial, 
irrigatio'~ and other purposes no~~' exceed estimates of safe perennial 
yield and natural recha1!.ge. 5/ " ., " ' .-. - , 

~~ 4~- .""'. -'j. .... ,;., ,,' <'·'·1,~. '1";...,1 
~, .,.. .. : r • ,';1-

:; .,.....t. ~ .J .j\ ... ~-" . ,_.',' ,:' ~ ... ,.).. i ;.":l, • .u......· 
, A' hearing in ,the matter' of' seven ~pending applications proposing to 

di~ert water from the Truckee Meadows'Ground Water Basin for irrigation . "!'. ~fpf~~,~; las h~~~' by~ :~~~~ ~}~_ );~fig~~r}~~7.~o·~,,;~a.y~ ~,~"" -I978... 2./ T~ese se,:,en 
appllcatio~s were denlea on-; t'he ;g~~~u.nt!p?:::-~:s~;.~_s.~~~ -fprth in the State Engl­
neer' ~ Rulwg Number 2372 'of July:., 6;, -"J!9:7.8·;'}7:f, HI: 

, '- -r-

-; -~ , 
- - ").: --):- . .. ' 

Should Applications 34548, -.3.~5Zi.9~:1';:34~550. 34551, 34552. 34553, 
_ .,34554, 34555. 34556, 34683, 3468,{q 34il,:7'"8_nd 34718 be grante'd and should 
T " - , ~-_ 

s!Jhsequen t development affect priq.r, ;groil~d '-water rights or surface water 
r,ights, the State Engineer is r,~.q1~l~.1~iqy: . .1aw to order withdrawals be 
._t'e.str.icted to conform to priori.t1:~~~~.,~! 

,~. '.~-,; .j'; -: 
CONOLUSIO~S!')~_. 

<' ,:':;:';;i{:~f:~:~. 
S;ii.!~: ~ r' '. 

Engineer ha~ ."tl:lr+sd;:\-S·l?ion oJ ,tht;!. p,arties and the subj ect 
action. 9/" ,~ >,," - . ''';'-' /. . -,>,,!,':,./:!--. 
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;-The State Engineer is prohibited by law- from granting 8, p-ermit 

.A. 

B. 

c. 

. ,'~ .. " 

There is no unappropriated water 
\:'- . 

at- che'iproposed or 

The proposed use conflicts with existing rights, or 

The proposed 
welfare. 10/ 

use threatens to prove detrimental to the public' 

III 

, , 

, .:0;) 
... ·",,..'~"V"'l }<x·:I!sl!ing water rights for ground water in, the Truckee Meadows' .... ,4'( -1 ·1"'!.L~~ 

: -.. t .... C;r~nd ~ter Basin exceed the annu~l re~h~rge' from precipitation ari,.cL} \" -".. \,.. \.:tL 
under~:o~'! To gran~ irrigation r~,gl!5'ftf~:t~,c~n~ume add~tional wate,r in _ Q 
this desl.gnated basln would advers-ely ~a'fj!fec.t,~ ~xJ:.&t:i.ng n.ghts and threa- ' 
ten to prove detrimental to the putil.:Lc wetfa~·e .. 

IV 

If f!.ppl,·ications 34548, 34549-;~:-34'55'0,,( 34351, 34552, 34553, 34554, 
345-55/ 345~6', 34683, 34684, 34717 :and~ ·.a:4~2J,8,~are- granted, additional land 
would be'~!"rigated or land that ~iJ!·i'r.~.igated only part time would be 
irrigat'ed more intensively and fr'e,quen1;ly. This would result in addi­
tional consumptive use by farm land'irrigation. The additional with­
drawals. and consumption would .remove· _w.?ter from the ground water reser­
voir which: 

A. Would not be replaced 
water reservoir, or 

res~:l,1;..iq.g in depletion of the ground .. 

B. Would be replaced by inf:l.:ltr-aCing surface water that would 
otherwise remain in or, re:tUl.'n to the stream system. 

The additional withdrawal and consumption of underground 
irrigation would therefore cohflic'-t ·£'u'h existing rights 
prove det,riment.al to the pobl1ic"wil;fare;. 

water for 
and threaten to 

The State Engineer is authori_z'ed and directed to designate pre­
ferred u~.es of water within d'esig6ated ground water basins such as the 
Truckee Meadows Ground Water 'Basi\1. '12/ The consumptive use of addi­
tional ground water to irrigate~ 8.gdi.tional land' or to more intensively 
c;nd, frequently irrigate oth7-_r. laI,l.9 is not considered to be a preferred. 
4s~_ of , the limited water resource's 0.£ the Truckee Meadows Ground Water 

:·; .. ::Ba~;~n-',w.it:.hin a rapidly growing. metropolitan area. 
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RULING 

Applica t ions 34548. 34549, 34550. 3455-1,,34552, 34553. 34554. 
34555, 34556, 34683, 34684,: 34717 a~d 34718 are herewith denied on the 
grounds that the apRTopr,iatioti' 'of additional underground water for­
irrigation in the designated ~.r,ea_,described would tend to impair the 
value of existing rights-and b~ detrimental to the public welfare. 
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FOOTNOTES 

records in .the office of the State En,gineer. 

records in the 'office of the ~taee 

3, 'Public records in -the office of the State Engin~er. ". , , 
--"'", ,. 

, ~ater Resources - Reconnaissance Series~ Repor~ 57. 
. . ':"- ( .. -':0;'. 

res:.ords in the office of the-- State ·'Eng,ineer .. 
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