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ground source to be diverted w.ithincthe .. SW~ SE:!..i Section 16, T.24S., 
R.56E., M.D.B. & M., and to be.'Js~(j'··f(fr:':the irrigation of 40 acres 

of lal}~ w~'~:lJ.i~'L~'~~ ~.~:i :,SNbP~~i~J·?N i~'~ . ~;~e ~~~~t 9t-.",~:i~~1;~ .. tCj~\i; _.' 
"I"l"tr '." '4h,H"'" 
", 'In 19'68' ·Water Resources - Reconnaissance Series Report #46, 

"wda tcerlRfeS9-1t'7:C;.~ ~J5l(-i.Pp~'§ti~:f.jl J..jCf:A~ f~G'l.r~~'1'}~-~1. ~71 t~~~Ifa~ ·.vd<}:q\e¥)r~5~ ~"~r~':!Cl;?-~ 
an a 1. orn1.a""'r" y a r1.C.K. . ~ ancy, was prepare cooperat1.ve y 
by the Nevada Department of Conservation and Natural Resource~, 
D.ivision o~~ Wa~.f?tf, R'7:;;9Y,~C::,~s ,~I:l.d . .y:7' . .5-1 J).~p~:r;~en.t of t!le tJ;~lh~~ioF)f­
Geological SurVey. [ Tilis report is' avaitaole 'from the 'state' Engineer I s 
office. : . ';.' ,- . '- _C-' i'./ . ~.'V;: '."'_l. ;"-.;:·n<.:~,l 

Ground water recharge in therMesquite Valley area is derived 
mainly from precipitation within::!tff~!:!area. The estimated annual 
recharg~ \ ~9. t1}7 M~s~~ t~, V<;l:J.,l.ey:, ,9fQuq,q,dwa:tef t reserV:Q~:';:. -i.~ ~2 Q Q; .. acre­
f~_~t ~ '~:r509 ,;l.acr'~~~£:~e-e "o:f .~,tqt~f-;lis ";d~:Piv~d~·frorri'-"·p.f!~f:rD'f€~t:iC!n ~~d," ~.OO 
~crf7'~'~~!; w~~~qI}~1~t:~lq~ ! tlr9tJt~p~~~'f~B"t~1t~¥e ~6 J tfiJnifoftliw~S:t ?"2/·X:: 
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Estimated average annual grou~~··~a;Z:r:. _s.9:a:.s:~p'.~i6n in Mesquj,.te 
Valley due to development was 14001 ac~~f--eet"'ix.IVjL968;4· Nearly all! 
of this development was in the caoJ.'ffor{llacP0'¥~9.ri~f. th~.ll_~y .. ,'y 
Since 1968, the Nevada State Engin~*~~~T.r)_~~~~~'·~b~rrnitS 'tc: appropriate 
an additional 1710 acre-feet per year from·thecNevada port1.on of the 
qasin., Total existing ground water rights in the Nevada portion 
amount~to 2300 acre-feet per year. !/ 
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IV 

There is potential for additional ground water development in 
tl:le Californ;i.a portion of Mes~uite Valley. 

V 

Should additional water be allowed for appropriation for the 
reclamation of lands under Application 33268 and subsequent development 
of ground water pursuant thereto detrimentally affect prior ground 
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rights, the State Engineer is required by law to order withdrawals. 
be restricted to -conform to priority rights. 5/. 

VI 

The Pahrump Valley Artesia.n Basin is pre!?_ently over-appropriated . 
Expected continued heavy use of ground water in Pahrump Valley 
may cause a reduction of ground-water under f10w to Mesquite Valley. §/ 

CONCLUSIONS 

1. The State Engin,eer is prohibited by law from granting a 
permit where: 

A. There is no unappropriated ,water at the proposed sour.ce;', 
" " 

or 

B. The prQ~osed use conflicts wi-th existing rights, or 

C. The propo.se:d use threatens to_ -prove detrimental to the 
public welfare. 21 

3. If the subject application was granted, additional lands· 
would be irrigated. This would result ln additional consumptive 
use by farmland irrigation. The additional withdrawals and consumption 
would remove water from the ground water reservoir which would not be 
replaced resulting in depletion of the ground water reservoir. 
The additional withdrawals and consumption of underground water for 
irrigation would, therefore, confl"ict with existing rights and threaten 
to prove detrimental to the public welfare. 

RULING 

Application 33268 is ,her-eby denied on the grounds that its 
granti~g would tend to i~pa~r the value of existing rights and be 
0f:~el~wls.Ei detrimental~.-to)fhe pugl:ic welfare. 
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