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AN U~DERGROUND SOURCE IN SPANISH· ) 
SPRINGS VALLEY, WASHOE COUNTY. NEVA-) 

IN THE MATTER, OF APPLICATION 32555 
FILED TO APPROPRIATE THE WATERS OF . ' , . 

DA., ) 

INTRODUCTION 

R U LIN G 

, ' 

, , .. 
Application 32555 w~s fil,ed. in the" Sta.te E;ngineer I s offi~~ o~ ,.;rune 

30, 1,977. ,tp ,~PPF0p'~iaH ,the w<;l.~ers of .?n ,I,lnderground sour"c.e for quasi­
municipal and domestic purposes in Spanish Springs Valley, Nevada. 

, , 
In 1967, Water Resources Reconnaissance Series Report No. 43 "Water 

Resources: Appra.isa.1: o~ ,,~he· Warm. ,Spr,i~gs . .,.. Lemmon Valley Area, Wa~h?e 
Co.unty,. Neva.d~" ,"i by. F. Eug.~n.e Ru'sh anq, p~ trick A. •.. G+an~y. !'Ip.s pr,epa~ed 
co.op~rat+ve.ly by the, Nevada D~pa;~.t?l-,e_nt of: C;:onservat;io,n

J 
an,d. Natu'raj." 

Resoy.rc~s, .Division p,f., Water"R~,spurc~s, and, U. S. p~pa!t~ent of the 
Interior, Geological Survey. 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

I 

. ':'" .. ;. , , .• , 't': I,' . 'I 
, f\ppl.ic,a,t,ion, 3255,~. w,as filed on June 3D, 1977 by Harry J. Williams 

for permission to approp-riate 0.65 c.f.s. of water from an underground 
source located within the SElf4 NElf4 Section 6, T.20N., R.20E., M.D.B.&M. 
The water is to be used for a proposed 500 unit mobile home park located 
within~ t!J-~.Sl/2 NEl/4 and Nl/2 SEl/4. Sec.tion 6,. T.2.DN., R.20J;:.,. M.p.B.&M. 1/ 

II 

, ' 
Appli~ation 325.55 :~a,s fJled, to appropriate, ,water .from an under­

ground source withi,n, :~~e SpaI?-i.sh ,Springs Val1~y_ Gro~m;l, Wat,er ,B.~si,J;l;., as, 
designated.,.apd. d,escribed by Order of the State Engineer on March la, 
1975, ]of 

III 

.. The. estimated, p~r.~n~ial yie.:J.d of the ground water basin in Sp.~I)isp 
Sp~ings Valley, is 1,000, a~,;-e,7'fee~_.of wal=:¥t!p:.er y'e'ar:. It ' 

, "'. 
IV 

Certificates have been issued under ground water permits which 
could be used to divert 1768.67 acre-feet of water per year from the 
Spanish Springs Valley Ground Water.)\asin. Pennits have been granted 
which could be used to develop an additional 6708.60 acre-feet per year 
from the ba,sin·. if, 
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By a letter dated February 8, 1978,' the applicant, Harry J. Williams 
requested to be present during the decision making he~.t;..ing.,regat"ding 
Application 32555. A hearing before the State EngiJle~er:j;.was scheduled 
for March 6, 1978 at ~O:OO A.M. in the office of the State-Eng~neer in 
Carson City. Nevada. The applicant was notified cif the''- date' at': the 

. . .' . - . ". 
hearing by certified mail. The hearing was conven"e9 .. a~"sG.hedu~ed; 
neither the applicant or his representative was present;at the"hearing. 
Numerous items of evidence were submitted by the St';'te ·:Engineer. These 
items included copies of rulings denying prev,ious applications. to appro­
priate_ ground water in Spanish, Springs Valley. ~/ 

,""', --"~~"'~ ,,'" . . . 
} ... ~ .vI, :' .,/ ... .....) ... .i 

Should Application 32555 by granted and should subsequent devel­
opment of ground water under thJ..§. ... permit~·~e·t:rf~qial)f.~af~'ect, p.r'i9r ~'.y ~{~ 
ground water rights, the State r-.l1&iflEier is ·r,·equired by law to ,order ,~\,. "-,,. 
withdrawals restricted to confon:U ·t9 priority rights. 6/ 

CONCLUSIONS 

I 

,.,~. -, .':~ 

The State Engineer has jurisdi~tion o'f th~"" parties and the subject 
matter of this action. '7/ "' '.~:-

~ 

The State Engine~r is prqhihit~d by law from granting a permit 
where: 

A. There is no unappropriated,water at the proposed source, or 
B. The proposed use conflicts with existing rights. or 
C. The proposed use threatens to prove detrimental to the public 

welfare. '§../ 

Existing water rights for the Spanish Springs Valley Ground Water 
Basin exceed the estimated perennial'yield of the basin. The potential 
exists for additional pumpage under. existing g~ound water rights which 
have not been developE?A}. To grant'. aq,d·:i,) ..... lonal water rights from this 
limited ground water re$.ource for, public_ consumption would adversely 
affect existing rights and threaten, to' p'rove detrimental to the publiC 
welfa·re. 

RULB"G 
.~ .. 

Application 32555 is herewith d.eni~d on the g.rounds that the appro­
priatio'n of additippal water from' !:-his limited ground water resource 
would· tend to impair the value oh ~x':(~ting rights and ~oJ;J;d_.be 'detri-
mental to the public interest and welfare. . 0".L: "' 

",rS '-. 

RDW/BLR/bl 

Dated this, __ -'7-=t::h'---__ day 

of. JUNE J- 97B. 

c--, F ,_ 

~espectfuIli submit 

Rolan~ D."' e;tergar 
St~Je-Eng.in~e'r·~'.;- "' 
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FOOTNOTES 

1. Public Records in the Office of the State Engineer. 

2. Public Records in the Office of the State Engineer and Chapter 
534 Nevada Revised Statutes. 

3. USGS Reconnaissance Series Report No. 43, page 49. 

4. Public Records in the Office of the State Engineer. 

5. Transcript of the Hearing in the-Matter of Application 32555 and 
32662 to Appropriate Public: W.;lters of the State of Nevada, Monday, 
March 6, 1978. 

6. NRS 534.110, subsections 3 ·andj-6~, .. ~ 

7. NRS 533.025 and 533. 030, subse~tion ,1. 

8. NRS 533.370, subsection 4. 
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