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IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATIONS 31461, ) 
31794, 31'79.6', 31797,' 31.7,98, 31799, ) 
3-1800, 318:01, 32187, 32188, 32l'89, ) 
321,90" 32~.n>;> 3219'2, 32193, 32281, ) 

R UL I N G 'J. 3. "; / 32282, 32283,.32866, 32868, 32870, ) 
3287.2, 328'7.4, and 32876 FILED FOR. THE. ) 
WATERS OF AN UNDERGROUND SOURCE IN ) 
PENOYER VALLEY, LINCOLN COUNTY, NEVADA) 11° 

.. > INTROilUCTION' 

Applib'at{"on 31461 was filed on"May 5, 1977 by Sand Springs 
Reclamation Co., Inc., to appropriate 10.8 c. f. s., of._ the waters of 
an und:ergrbund :sou:rc'e to be diVerted within the NW~ NEi:t· Sebtion 34, 
'~:;3'~~;~:1~~'§~1~{" _M.~:;~1? ,&, M. ~··~n:~::'to'·b'~. m~?-, fO,;r the 'i'r;t:)'ga,t'ip~")Jf 320 
~c:res w,~th_~n' th'e E\,·Sec.t-ron" :,34~,~T.3S .. ,~I3:.55E. . __ l ~ 

• j • , • • • , " 

Appi'ib~t'i'on 31794' was' ~'iled'; 01. May 23, 1977 by Sand Springs 
Reclam,atipn., ,C?, ;r::n~(t., to~ apPX:l?prj..ate" 5 ," 4 c. f. $-., ,C!.f :t~.l)..~_; w.?J:f'!;t':s, of an 
~,Il:gef'grp~:r:~' s.9urce~ t.o b'e div,er_1;:,-~§. wiJhi,n .the NWJ;( N~~. Section, ?~, 
:r"3$~~, ~~ 5S.E,~., M<:..,,?:.B~ &··M .• ~r ,§tll.g! ;t.o. be ~,$,ed for' the ir;ri'gati-pr~fif 3"20 
acres w·;!. th:~;~"' tn'e ,~~; Set=tion 2,~ ~ ~- T. 38. I R. ,SS;E'. ,.: f 

Appliib~tT6'n 3t79'6:'w~s' filed' oil May 23, 1977 by Sand Springs 
Reclamation Co., Inc •. , to appropriate S.4._,c.f1.,s., of the waters of 
.9-P .. !-lp:~(feF~¥9u.~1:f-'fso,~,r'be' t9':!'b,e:~ .<lrV!eit'~d~ ~'~:.tnln. t~~ NWt.{,. NE'~~ Se'c't-idW"'29, T. 
'3S.""'f{;:;SSE; ,,~, ... ,. - ':l.1,"!"')':'~""'·' '.- ,"-., .. ' .~' ." 
.i·.':! ". ;-~'.1 ~;fl'l:-'~ t,., , 1 - ,..~,.. •. -':, '~'i.;1 ,.,' ~>"" ,',', .. ,,-. "."" < •• ~ 

.. I P '.. f, ~ -'I i .. ' . -, '-'_ -, '_., . '. '. "I "- .... 
-'~>-·ApplJ'9~(t-10n,'3l.797, was:,f-t'l,ed-on May 23, l'977--by'San'd Springs -. 

Reclafuati'6h C'O. ," Inc., tb appropriate 5.4 c.f.s., of the waters of an 
under.g:t;"p}lP9

1 
;:>~.uFc~, Itg,. b.e. 9irr;rt('rd~,?Ii t;l,l~n;~.~~e ~,NW;1;i ,~_~ptip.n. 20, T. 

39_~ ,_ :R:~S:5~'~ ,"_,M.D.~":" & M,~",' .§ll{-t;l,··tq p'e *'s,e,d for the it,ri'g~_t~on: of, 32P .. acres 
wi'thri''W.i.tlie''w!f'sect'£on' 20, 'T.t3S-.:1/R"~·5ISE':"" .r.-, ~l' .,', 

'~:-""~"")1':;!1'~" l·.:_'''~ t~,.-.:",·.,:I,\, .. ;-." ':,~, -,_,~, 

~r Ai?pli:c~tion,:31 79,8' wa~': fi'ied"' d~ May 23, 1:977' by Sarid sp'r<ings . - '" , - ,. - , -, -' ,-
ReclamationL'Co.', Inc'., to appropriate 5.4 c.f.s., of the waters of an 
undergr,~p!l9-, fi?l:l'!="c~ 1t~; ~~ ,diy~r,t-.~d. ~i-tfli,~ ,the m;v~" ~~ S~9!:-io.z:t, ~f.( , T. 3S. , 
R. 55E."~ M:'D~B'~'-"& M'~' 'an'd'- to- b~' 'used '-f6t. the' i-rr'i at'ion-' 'O'f 3'20 ~cres 
-"'··-th" :~f!i;ftt'n"nw' -~\S' 't';:' '3'2'- eT·"t3-rS,:,,::-r·R'·5~5EJ.I< ~ -;~, -"~ I-i;, ' "1' .,"- ,1 
w~'c'1-,I?, .,,,~ J:s."'jE?!C,,1.9n , ,".'.'.,! .• ,-,.', ',-",,"., "" " ;,1>, ..-_.{' , _. ,1 ' 

, . ~.' .. . , .'. ..,,' . ,.. ".' - . , 

.. ~:-'~ppiication -:3179-91' wa~-: lti:~d- ~~ Mit"y '2'3, i97~- by s~ari2{ sl:;i:ftn'g~' '-'., 
Reclamat'ion Co:; Inc'. " to appropriate 5.4 c.f.s., of the water.s of an 
under,grt;?llP;9. 9P!l.FC~- ,tc?~ he_,.9-iver~_~d wit;~~p the N,t1!;1. NJ.!:~ ,:;;>e,'?ti9n, }.2",_ T. 
3~., )l.I?:~~,'-!: ,I1".D.'~~L:'&·,:M:"I'" a:~~J.~t:p 'i)~-'~-,,~~d 'for .th~' i;-rig~'ti9'n 'o'f~ ~,70 {lcres 
wi~,h.:j.Pr ,th,?: r.~:~:~'i3.cIr.ibh 32", ,T',31.~';' R> 5?,~.~' . ~, 

Application 31800 was filed on May 23, 1977 by Sand Sp'rings 
Reclamation Co., Inc" to appropriate 5.4 c.f.s., of the waters of 
an un<;lperg!9~p9:. sO\l+"f¢. tqi" ,pe f1~Y.rr,~~d" :r~th}-l(l tp.~. ~~, .. ~l.t.- ~e~,~f.9~ .. ,6, T. 
;~ S . , .. ~. 5Sl;!: I, M'. D. ?-•. & M.: -;.> a

r
!:l-9' ,t9 ~'e us'~¢l for .tl1e ~.r~ ;J.g~t~sm of ~ 2 0 aqres 

~.j, th.:j.'n tq~~ ,~~." s€p,t;iQIl, 6': ,:l,:r. 4 S ~ , '~. SSE,. ' . , , " " ' 
, :_'.. I,~_,.d .. _n I. ,,' '. ,I , , 

'::-'Appiic~eio'rr'31aOl wa's' t'iled b'n May 23 I 1977 by Sa~d srpri'ngs 
Reclamation Co" Inc., to appropriate 5.4 c.f.s., of the waters of an 
under<~Foun<I, ,~~,~,rc~l' ,b?, q~, 9-ive;r~~d" w~t,h~n the, ~~~; NE!~ ,:;;~9tiJ9.t:'''I"~,~ T. 4 sr'.' 
R:S5~.,.,.M.~-p~,?,; & ~., ,an:d to,l;>e'.use;dfpF.. th,e ~f'r::]..gc:t,t .. 1P~ ?f.32~la,f,~e.s , 
'ilif;h;i'Il the"~.!:.i' ~e9t~on.-.,9'~:_T •. 4S-:~, R.SSE. d. ,,1.'"l ~r. " 
,-' " ,'", . 
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C' Appl~cation 32187 was filed on -June ~2/'. 1977 by Sand Springs 
Reclamation Co., Inc., to appropriate 10.2 c.f .. s., of the waters of 

- an underground source to be diverted with'ij1" the NEl:;: NW%" Section 13, 
T.lS., R.SSE., M.D.B. & M., and to be used- for the irrigation of 640 
acres wi.thin Sect.ion .. l,~, .. T.lS., R . .5SE . 

. '! 

"t' APPlic~tion 32188 w'as filed on June 22, 1977 by Sand Springs 
Reclamation Co., Inc., to appropriate 10.2 cof.s., of the waters of 
an underground source to be diverted within the NE~ NW~ Section 35, 
T.lS., R.SSE., M.D.B. & M" and to be used for the irrigation of 640 
acres within Section 35 T.lS., R.SSE. 

'0 
\" Application 32189 was' filed on June 22, 1977 by Sand Springs 

Reclamation Co., Inc., to appropriate 10.2 c.f.s., of the waters of 
an underground source to be diverted within the NE~ NW~ Section 26, 
T.IS., R.SSE., M.D.B. & M., and to be used for the irrigation of 640 
acres within Section 26, T.IS., R.SSE. 

R Application 32190 was ;:i1~.d,., bn June 22, 1977 by Sand Springs 
Reclamation Co., Inc., to·.q.~~~pr::"££,te 10.2 c.f.s., of the waters of 
an underground source to :;be'o~i.:l~werted within the NE~ NW~ Section 2S, 
T.lS., R.SSE., M.D.B. & M~.·'; and ~.o ,~e used for the irrigation of 640 
acres within Section 25, T.IS., R .. ..5SE. 

" ",. 
~ Application 32191 wa.s .F"i.led on June 22, 1:977 by Sand Springs 
: Reclamation Co., Inc., tq,'~:app,r0priate 10.2~c.f.s., of the waters of an 
underground source to' be"'diverted within the NE~ NW!:i: Section 14, T.IS., 
R.SSE., M.D.B. & M., and to be used for the irrigation of 640 acres 
wi thin Section 14, T .1S." R. SS~. !,."~' 

Application 32192 was, ~Jl[,ed. on June 22, 1977 by Sand springs 
Q Recl-amation Co., Inc., td'~'appl:bpriate 10.2 c.f.s., of the waters of an 

underground source to be .... ~fiver·ted .y;ithin the NE!:i: NW!:i: Section 23, T.lS., 
R.SSE., M.D.B. & M., and to be used for the irrigation of 640aacres 
within Section 23, T.IS., R.SSE. 

, Application 32193 wa.s file'~-€",.on. June 22, 1977 by Sand Springs 
Reclamation Co., Inc., toj.aPl:lj:-p;pt'i?J:e 10.2 c.f.s., of the waters of an 
underground source to be dlve~·fed wIthin the NE~ NW~ Section 24, T.IS., 
R.SSE., M.D.B. & M., and to be,.used.,.~o-r t,he irrigation of 640 acres 
within Sect'ion"24, T.1S., R.SSE.,:: .~. 

- ~, 

Application 32281 wa;:; filed"on-J'!lne 24,1977 by O.V. Bennett, Jr., 
to appropriate 2.2 c. f. s ,,1; ~of' the wi;lt'ers of an underground source to be 
diverted within the S1i:1,%"'<~S~!ii:~~~tion 33, T.3S., R.SSE., M.D.B. & M., 
and to be used for the irrfga1t-lon ot: 160 acres within the SEl:t Section 33 
T.3S., R.SSE. 

Application 32282 was filed 011 June 24, ·-1977 by O.V. Bennett, Jr., 
to appropriate 2.7 c.f.s., of the waters of an~underground source to be 
diverted within.the SE~ NWl:t Section 28, T.3S., ·'R.SSE., M.D.B. & M., and 
to be used for the irrigation of 160 acres within the NW~ Section 28, 
T.3S., R.SSE. " 

Applicat-ion 32283 was filed o,n June 24, 1977 by O.V. Bennett, Jr., 
to appropri~te 2.2 c.f.s., of the waters of an underground source to be 
diverted \:1:i.thin the,SW~,]:J,.~."Se.~·;t.~!§?;t,},:'33, T.3.S:, ~.SSE., M.D.B. ~ M., and 
to be used' f.o):: the l.rrJ-g{atJ.o·:n. ... ,0f:".160 acres wJ.thJ.n the NEl:i Sectl.on 33, '" - 'f_"'- '_ :1 •• :. ,-,' 
T.3S., R.SSE. ,- --. ' .... -, .. '·'/0-'-, -

"'~-" ~. ,,( , ~': .. 
;,- ". . . 
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_~~/ Application 32866 was filed on July 21, 1977 by Joel C. Stephens 
to appropriate 2.7 c.£.s., of the waters of an underground source to be 
diverted within the NW!:i NE~ Section 10, T.lS., R.SSE., _and to be used 
for the irrigation of 160 acres within the NE~ Section 10, T .. lS., R. 
SSE. 

.-, 
/ Application 32868 was filed on July 21, 1977 by Charles Smith 

Stephens to appropriate 2.7 c.f.s., of the waters of an underground 
source to be diverted within the NW~ NE~ Section 15, T.lS., R.SSE., 
M.D.B. & M., and to be used for the irrigation of 160 acres within the 
NE~ Section 15, T.lS., R.SSE. 

? Application 32870 was filed on July 21, 1977 by Rachel Stephens 
to appropriate 2.7 c.£.s., of the waters of an underground source to 
be diverted within the NW~ NW~ Section 15, T.IS., R.SSE., M.D.B. & M., 
and to be used for the irrigation of 160 acres within the NW~ Section IS 
T.lS., R.SSE. 

-V Application 32872 was filed on July 21, 1977 by Thomas Axel 
Stephens to appropriate 2.7 c.f,.,s., of the waters of an underground 
source to be diverted within ,the NW~ SW~ Section 10, T.lS., R. SSE., 
M.D.B. & M., and to be used for the irrigation of 160 acres within the 
SW~ Section 10, T.lS., R.SSE. . 

f' Application 32874 was fitedJb:-n July 21', 1977"by Margaret S. Stephens 
to appropriate 2.7 c.f.s., of the ~aters of an underground source to 
be diverted within th~ NW~ SE.~ Se'7t~on 10", .T.IS., R. SSE., M.,D.B. & M., 
and to be used for the irrigation of";. 1 60 "a9rE:!s, within the SE~' Sect:ion 10 
T.IS., R.SSE. -~ ,'.. .....' . 

l ..... , .it 
D \ APJ?lication 32876 w~s filed, on July 2~", 1977 by Norma J. Murray to 

appropr~ate 2.7 c. f. s" of the waters of an u'nderground source to be 
diverted within the NW~ NW~ Section 10,;, T.IS·.,~ R.SSE., M.D.B. & M., and 
to be used for the irrigation of 160. acr.es" within the NW~ Section 10, . ,. 
T.lS.,R.SSE. ' 

'j, ),-" • 

In 1974, Water Resources - Reconn~~s::;an-ce Series Report 60, 
"Water Resources Appraisal of Rail!road and Penoyer Valleys, East-Central 
Nevada", by A. S. Van Denburgh and F. Eugene Rush, was prepared 
cooperatively by the Nevada Departm~Rt of Conservation and Natural 
Resources, Division of Water Resources- aRd U. S. Department of Interior, 
Geological Survey. This report is aya'ilable in the State Engineer's 
Office. 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

I 

Applications 32187, 32188, 32'189-, 32190, 32191, 32192, 32193, 32866, 
32868, 32870, 32872, 32874, and 32876 were timely protested by Union 
Carbide Corporation.!! 

II 

The source of water to be used to reclaim lands under Carey Act 
Applications listed under Item I is water from an underground source 
within the Penoyer yal1ey Ground Water Basin, Lincoln County, Nevada.~1 

• 
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III 

Ground Water recharge in the Penoyer Valley area is provided by 
precipitation in the mountainous areas, with the water reaching the 
valley-fill reservoirs by ssepage loss from streams on the alluvial 
slopes and by underflow from the consolidated rocks.3/ The estimated 
recharge to Penoyer Valley is 4,300 acre-feet.!! The estimated 
perennial yield of Penoyer Valley is 4,000 acre-feet.~/ 

IV 

Ground water appropriations in Penoyer Valley for irrigation 
purposes could be used to divert as mueh as 14,600 acre-feet per year 
to irrigated 3,340 acres. Ground water appropriations for other uses 
may be used to divert an additional 6,600 acre-feet per year. Beneficial 
Use has been proved and certificates of appropriation issued for a 
total pumpage of 12,900 acre-feet per year. Present permitted rights 
total an additional 8,300 acre-feet'per year.~ 

V 

Should additional wa.ter. I:~le allowed for appropriation for the 
reclamation of lands und,e,r. Hl~ C~rey Act Applications listed under 
Item I and subsequent d:eye~i~fuen":l:~ of ground water pursuant thereto 
detrimentally affect ,pr.~or~ '9~r0und wa·ter rights, the State Engineer 
is required by law to order withdrawals be restricted to conform to 
priority rights.lI 

CON(?Lif$,IONS 
,. .' ",;..F,. 

,If the subjec:.t .appiica;tionJ. were granted, additional lands would 
be irrigated. This would result' '.in"add~iti6nai "cCinsumptive use by 
farmland irrigation. The additional withdrawals and consumption would 
remove water from the, ground wateb-¥es'ervoir which would not be replaced 
resul ting in' deple:t,;ion of the g~r<p\;lJl<;l' *~-ter reservoir. The additional 
withdrawals and consumption of \:l,nd~;r::ground water for irrigation would, 
therefore, conflict wi~h.17x~s.t:~~~~rJghts and threaten to prove detrimental 
to the public welfare. " ," <'- -.' 

RULING 

Applications 31461,31794, 31791§,. ~,1797, 31798, 31799, 31800, 3180:t'~ 
32187, 32188, 32189, 321.~~~GI" .. ;: 32191 (:,:,3)~~i$l~2.-;.' 3'2:193, 32.2.81, 32282, 32283, 
32866, 32868, 32870, 3,287.2,. 3-2;83,4::r anU"'32876"are her?by denied on the 
grounds that their grant:Lng wojlid tend to impair the value of existing 
rights and threaten to"c:'pl;)?:v;e d:e,trrimental to the public welfare. 

Dated this __ ~2~n~d~_____ day 

of .+.978. 
. " 

'~. 'Respec.tfully submitted 

~iif3~;tz:=L6~==~=~""""-
~'f:iestergardt7' 

State' Engineer 

" , 
, , , 1",- .' 

• jllt ~'.'''' .J' • _".' ,', .-' I ~ 
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Footnotes 

1. Public records in the State Engineer's Office. 

2. Public records in the State Engineer's Office. 

3. Water Resources-Reconnaissance Series Report 6O, 

4 • Water Resources-Reconnaissance Series Report 60, 

5. Water Resources-Reconnaissance Series Report 60, 

6. Public records in the State Engineer's Office. 

7. NRS 534.110, subsections 3 and 6 . 
. '--. ' 
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pg. 36. 


