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IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION 32629 ) 
TO APPROPRIATE WATER FROM AN. UNDER., .1): 
GROUND SOURCE IN WARM SPRINGS VALLEY,) 
WASHOE COUNTY, .NEVADA. ) 

I .. 

'. '. F.INDINGS OF .EACT';h~ 

I 

RULING 

Application 32629 was filed on July 1, 1977, in the name of Peter 
K. Betz to app.r:o.v.r.iatel\6.,O::c;:f..IS •. o·f water ft:.om an under-groundn~.o.urce j. 

loca:t;ed,:withinjtl;te NWl.f~.t"S.WlI.4 Sect,ion .3l,,:T.22N., R.21E., M.D.B.& M. 
for irrigation and domestic use on 87.71 acres located within the Nl/2 
SW1/4'of scdd.Section.31.·)'··,.,. 01 :.:: .j., "l"'''~. 

• t" l.' l' , " ',' 11 {. t':, ~ 1 

, .. ,", .n ." ( .} I' ',' "11 t, I : .' 

" '" 
A timely protest to the granting of Application 32629 was filed on 

November 9, 1977 in the name of McCulloch Properties, Inc. This protest 
seeks denial of the application on Ithe grounds that: "The groundwater 
basin within Palomino valley is presently designated by order of the 
State Engineer. at 6, 000 acr~feet/ year .. and.,for .. this, sole "rea'son JMcCulloch 
l?r.oper.ties 1 has,,,,been. denied pet:mit~, for- ,wa'ter .,;ights in ,the Cpast'~·.·t. '1" 

p. " .. 
Applfcation 3?Q29 

Officlfion November, 11. 

• (. I , 

became 
197.7. 

J i, ; . 

·III," 
t1('. !, I~;e ~;.;Is:' 

ready.for 'act~on ·by" t-he :State;.Eng.ineerl~s 
" .... ' ., .. . 

IV 

The.;pr,oposed .point of diversion und~.r~·Appl·ication 326~9 ,·is .. 1Qcated 
w:j,thin t,hE; Warm, Springs. ,Valley Ground Wat.~r ,·Bas'in ,E~evada IoHyd'I1ogtiaphic 
Ground Water, B,as,in No p:.;6T84). which was :desfgnated 'by St;ate T'E;ng1!tt,eer I s 
Qr4erJ .No .. 60?, ,da-ted, Januar,Y J18, .19])7 .• ,in.]acco,r.dance wi th the provisions 
of NRS 534.030. 

• : I. ,': 

V 

,. ; )'i :.;', ·.:t):~,; '". /"'l"t:oy 111.11:1-

'·1 ,I,. W,B t:_f?;_1;i Re.c.oq.~~issanc_e,~ SE)r,ies rRepqrt No., .. 4.3,'rPt"epa~.ed' ,by •.• the,,· Nev:.ada 
Q,ep,au t.mer t, lof'i_G.onsery,a trion and, ,Na tura·t- iReso.urces".in·! cooper a'li-'iOThlWi th,' the 
U:Il S.!,Geo.logi_cal .. Survey land iss.ued in Novemb,er:, ('1.9,67,• estimates'l,~he 

annual recharge t;o the Warm Sp,rings G'round Water Basin to be 3,000 to 
6,0.00 acre ... fee.t per year. '. The na,tural inflow, to the basin -is estimated 
t;:o, be".6 •. qOO acr.e-feet per year. 

VI I{. .'c 

Ground water appropriations within the area of concentrated!~p.umpage 

in ,Warm ~pring~ ~all~y currently e~ua: 6{Q~,9;'a,cf~-re~f.::~-nlluaJ~~~~_a~~, ~ ... 
th1S maX1mum l1ml.tatl.on on approprl.atl.ons':has :bee*str.1ctly~ mal.ntal.n~ .. _ 
in accordance with State Engineer's Ruling 1869,',issued on September 25, 
1972. 
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CONCLUSIONS 

I 

.. -. ».". .:~, 
" ... :.::Y',~. 

'.' 

The State Engineer has jurisdiction of the parties in the subject 
matter of this action in accordance with NRS 533.025 and NRS 533.030, 
subsection 1. 

II 

In accordance with NRS 533.370, subsection 4, the State Engineer is 
prohibited by law from'granting a permit where: 

A. There is no unappropriated water at the proposed source, or 
B. The proposed use conflicts with existing rights, or 
c. The proposed use threatens to prove detrimental to the public , 

welfare. 

",f 

The annual duty of water allowed by the State Engineer for irri
gation purposes ,within- '"the Warm""~Spr~ngs"" .. Va:rley Basin is~·4.0"'ac're-feet 
per acre 'per 'annum: ": -Therefore: -a' ;tqt-ar ~f1.350. 84 a'er.e-feet per annum 
would be required for .t;.he irrigatJ!('.n o~.( the 87.71 acres to ,,?e -irrigated 
under Application 32629. This amount would be in addition to the exist
ing ground water appropriations, 's·fnc.~e the proposed place of use und!=!r 
the application does not have e~is})D.fhfp:ound 'water rights. .. , 

_,'IJ; 

IV' f , 
To grant additional ground water rights under the subject applica

tion would exceed the 6,000 acre-foot ltmitat~on imposed within this 
concentrated area of pumpage aIJ,d wpuld conf,li.c,t with existing rights and 
threaten to prove detrimental to the.ptibl:iC; welfare. 

RULING , 
The protest to the granting of /l.pplt.cation 32629 is hereby sus

tained and the application is ·'herewith deni,ed. on the grounds that the 
granting of water rights for ~dditional g'round water development from 
the designated Warm Springs Valley Basin would cOJ?-fl.ict with existing 
rights and threaten to prove detrimental to the public welfare in this 
concentrated area where appropriations have reached esti~ates of the 
perennial yield. -:-,,, ":"'<_.'~,: 

sub~it ted', 
!:;. . 

RDH/BAR/b1 

Dated this __ --=l"O"th"-___ day 
. 

of._~F"E=BR=U~A~R=Y ____ __ 1978. " 

,. ....... , " 


