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IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATIONS ) 
31734, 31735 AND 31736 TO APPROPRIATE) 
WATER FROM AN UNOERGROUNO SOURCE IN ) 
COLD SpR)NG VALf,EY •.. \'IAS!,O.E c9UN';l'Y.. ) . 
NEyoADA., "') , . 
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INTRODUCTION 
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" ',_ • ... .l(.~. )" .l:),,~- .. ' ,i:II,., ;",-,f)l,'l' ,"-. 
In 1967 Water Resources - Reconnaissance Series Report 

43, "Water - Resources Appra~~~al of the Warm Springs -
Lemmon Valley Area, Washoe County Nevaaa" by F. Eugene Rush 
and P;~-t.~,i.~~. ,A,._ 'i~~lanc~.,~?_::t~p.:r-!=;I?,~re:~-.-5p'op,~~~~i~~f.-Y .. by._ the ~1 
N,~v~G!~f :,R,~_p,~r.;tR}~n~~ Q~,!q~:m~~R'F'P;fHl ~np' .Nat:R~f'l (~~:~ou,~!?:~,sr and 
th<>.E7 .• Ge:91~9tC}~f. ,~~-!Fe.y,!. U,·z.\~,., .,_~_eR!'ir.~m~~t ... ,oJ(" t,J::~l.;r~l:"te<-;ti:sor _ A 

,JiP?,¥: .,fi.!K ;~,rl.S, cFe.~~J~, It!~:YI (be:, .v.l:,~~~_p; .. 1.~ the Off1.ce of the state 
Engl.neer. 

,,;f,( r • ." ,[,-,1\':, 
FINDINGS OF'- FACT 
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Applic:at:i:qn~ ~~ 73l~' ,;31 735 a~n~. ~17t:t.9J ~e,r~ ,tiled'J;;9I'J..l1~Y. 
1:7, 1.97.7 by. Co;Ld Springs ~Development Corp. Each app1.icat:ion . . ' '. '. ~." ~ .' . , 19 to appropr1ate 2.0 c.f.s. of underground water for 1rr1~ 
gation and domestic, .puroose,s .•. The p,oi-nt _of div,er9ion under 
Appl icatioh 3'~J.j'3~~ JiSi ~J~l1in:J-the 'NE\ fSW~," S~b'tiUon 'i6: T. 21N. , 
R.18E., M.D.B.&M. "'The"-p'oirit of diversion under Application 
31735 is ,withi:q. t}:le lfE~.NE~" Sercticon 21" o:r: .. ;UN., R.1SE., 
M.D.B.& tL The::p:6_iri~' of di'ver's"iori under Apptl.cati'dh~ 31736 
is within the· -Nw!:i"NW~"of said Section 21. The place of use 
under App1ica1t:;oqs .~+'-.7~3,4, 3173,5, .ana ,,3173_6 is. IPSO acres 
with~n th~e' E¥):,~~'i·l.~~~~·~·'~'~ '~~, '~NW~ ,SE\,(, :L~Ei!=trJ"o,n,16, NE~ 
Sect10n 20, E~, NW~, NE4 SW 4, Sect10n 21, T.21N., R.1SE., 
M.D.B.& M •. ~/ .'i '. ~... • ,'Jl.,l. .. 
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Cold Sprirg Vf!;lley,wa.s d,esignat,ea 
by the .8.t?J.t_e <,"Engip.eer, as a -g.roun~wa,ter, 
the provi~ion.s of Chapte'l1 534 NR::? -

HI. 
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o,n ~<;lI)uary .18, ,1Q77 
basiri' ~coming under 
", .' <I ',_, \, .,' ; ~; • ,\. ,,: 

, , .• ,' " r' _. ~", , 

_, .The ,perennial yi:ela from the Cold Spring .va1ley gr6und-
.·!.L.'~""'. ' .. j. ." •.•• ' ,.1'- . ,',. «:. l.. !' '. 

water reservoir is estLrnated by the U. S. Geolog1cal Survey 
to be 500 ... ?c:,.:z:;e_ir~eE1;t ,pf '1.!t,!=-er ,pe:;r, ,Year ~.2/ !"" .2 L.J.. . .... ~ 
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IV 

Permits have been issued in Cold Spring Valley which 
could be developed to divert up to 960 acre-feet of under­
ground water per year,.ll 

V 

Approximately 75 residential units are now served by 
domestic wells which require no permit to appropriate ground 
water.4/ Additional residential units with domestic wells 
may be-installed on lots in existing sUbdivisions. 

VI 

Applications to appropriate underground water in Cold 
Spring Valley have been denied on the grounds that their 
granting would' conflict with e:XJsting- w'ater rights and be 
detrimental to the public i.ntete's.t\2/· 

~ . 

and 
1. 

the 

CONCLUSIONS 

The State Engineer has jurJsdiction of the parties 
subject matter of this actio~.§/ 

2. The State Engineer is prohihited by law from grant­
ing a permit where: 

A. There is no unappropriated water at the 
proposed source, or 

B. The proposed use conflicts with existing 
rights, or 

C. The preposed use threatens to prove 
detrimental to the pub~ic welfare.II 

3. Existing water rights' ,for ground water in Cold 
Spring Valley exceed the estl.m'ated perennial yield for the 
Celd Spring Valley ground water ~eserveir. 

To grant additional water rights under the subject 
applications weuld conflict with existing rights and threaten 
to prove detrimental to the public- welfare. 

4. The potential exists for additional develepment .of 
the Cold Spring Valley ground water reservoir. continuing 
urbanization of the area indic,~'teis pumpage will increase. 
, . ,'.... J J\' -4- " ~ " > . I' .~ L, • ~ •. ~ 

'~ •. ',' .-' _''not' grant'-addi-tional ~ater rights from the Cold Spring 
Valley ground water reservoir und,er the subject applications, 
would overconuni t th.is limited .natural resource, cenfl ict with 

, exi.st.;ing "t'-t:9hts~, ~nd.-- ,th·rdatR'tto -"'pro,ve detrimental to the 
pub).,J.c w,~ifare .",_ .t .. · ""';'~ .,' >-.~ 
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5. The St,ate Engineer is authorized and directed to 
designate preferred uses of water wit_hin designated ground 
water areas such' 'a-s Cold Spring valley.g/ The consumptive 
use of additional ground water to irrig.a.te addit~onal land 
or to more int~nsively or frequently irrigate Q·ther land is 
not considered to be a ,preferred use of'~he limited water 
resources of the Cold Spri~g Valley ground water reservoir. 

RULING 

Applications -:31734, 31735 and 31736 are denied on the 
grounds that the granting of water righ~s .for additional 
ground water development from the designated Cold Spring 
Valley basin would' conflict with existing rights and threaten 
to prove detrimental to the public welfare in this area where 
appropriations exceed estimates of perennial yie~d. 

RDw/bc 
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FOOTNOTES 

1. Public records located within the Office of the State 
Engineer. 

2. Water Resources - Reconnaissance Series Report No. 43, 
page 2 and 49 . 

3. Public records located within the Office of the State 
Engineer. 

4, 

5 , 

Estimate made by the ~~g;j,onal Planning Commission of 
Reno, Sparks and Washoe;.J,"e-qunty.' :_. " 

.t ... ~:.-~, "',," 
IJ, ~ 

Public records located':,,j.! . .i'tnin the Office of the state 
Engineer. Denied applititions are 27611, 27612, 27613, 
28216, 29126, 2958.~, 2;1580, 30260, 30755, 32112 and 
32113, .. 

6. NRS 533.025 and 533.030,· subsection 1. 

7. NRS 533.370, subsection" 4. 
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