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IN THE OFFICE Of THE STATE ENGINEER 
OF THE STATE OF NEVADA 

IN THE MAT'fER OF APPf.ICA1'ION 62264 ) 
n,ED TO APPROPRIATE 'fHE UNDERGROUND ) 
WA'l'ERS OF THE OASIS VALLEY GROUNDWATER) 
BASIN (228), NYE COUNTY, NEVADA" ') 

GgNERAL 

,r. 

RULING 

#4556 

AP~li~at~on 62264.,was f~le~ oq ~un.e ~,~,I 1~~,6/. by SPFi.Q.gdale 

~ancl?el?, In,C;:\o" ~P .flPp~opriat.~ 9,,,~O. cy.b~c f<;l.ot. pe~, 5e~ond (cfs), not 

to. exceed 5 ~'~'! acre: feet an.n.ually (AFA) I of. th~ unde~.groun.d :wat~r.s. 

o~ t.he .. oas,i.l?. V~}ley Gfo~nd:wat-~.r. Ba~~~, Ny~\ c:pup.,ty, Nevada" for 
commercial purposes at .q proposed 20. uni t motel, restaurant I truck . . ' '.' '. . ., _. . '. - -

stop ,.with a t_ mini-market, .fuel pumps and casino located within . ~, . -'." ., ", ..'.. " 

portions of the NWt NEt and the NEt NEt Section 31, T.10S., R.47E., 

M.D.B.&M. .The pr,opose4 point of diversion is described as being 
located within t~e N~i' ~ET of s~id S~ct'ion 31. 1 ' '.', 

.' ".~. '.' .' ., . 

II .. 

. AppI~ca_t,~~n 622.64 was,. timely prote5t~d, by ~he. U !,s. _ De,p~rtmep.t 
o~ Interior, National Park Service on the .grounds that several : . . ., .... .. , - ,', '.' ".', .;' " . 
sources of water within the Death valley National Monument and Park 

, ' . ," . ,','. , .... , 
woul.4. be diminished or imp?ir~!l 9-1:? a r,esult 

proposed under Application 62264. and there 

wate;""a~~a~~ab~.e ',1 The .·,~ation~l p,~r~' ·S~;Vi~.,e 

of the appropria~ion 
l , . , . 

il? np' unappr,?p,r.i!=lt~d 

noted in its protest 
, .,' I .• 

it Wquld !lot ma.ke af.l app~aranc~ at af\Y admin~strative l hearing 

scheduled on its .protest. . ., . . 
" .III. 1 

The State En~ineex iqitially desi?nate.d and described the 

Oasis, Va!ley ~:r;_oundw~;t;.er: Basi{l on .f\pr~l 2, 1980 I under the 

provisions of NRS § 534.030 as a basin in need of additional 

administrat.i,on. 2 The point of diversion under Appl,iq.qtion 62264 

1 Foile No. 62264, officia~ recor,ds" i'n the office of the State 
Engineer, 

S'tate Engineer's Order No. 741, dated April 2,1980, 
official records in the office of the State Engineer. 
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is within the designated port'ion of the Oasis Valley: Groundwater 

Basin. 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

L 

The legislature has provided that in the . ' lnterest of the 

public welfare; the State Engineer is authorized and:directed to 
designate preferred uses of water within the respective areas so 

designated and from which the groundwater is being dep~eted, and in 

acting on applications the State Engineer 

The State 

may designate 

Engineer finds 
such 

that preferred uses of 

Application 62264 
groundwater basin 

the groundwa·te,r. 
.-:.' ,. 

is for a pre,:t~rred use of water in a 
t .. , , 

and for a minimal quantity of water. 

.II. 

designated 

The proposed point, of· d-ly'ersion and place of use of 

Applica.tion 62264 15 located approximately. 7 miles from the 

bou,ndaries of the De~th vaJ~e~~~~'j.i9n~J,. Pa.fk,~ Using ~he .standard 

Theis Non-equilibrium eqU'at'i0'ri 3tb, ;est'imate the 'drawdown of the 

water level from the pumpin.g<· of :,thie j?-rop6sed, well at 3.1 gallons 
. , )'!, ~ 'l. ,""t, ',; ,~~ ': .' 

per mi~u~e for 24 hours "'~J{~)Y},r.~a~n:d ~s~ng,_ ~o~~>elr~'(at~;e values of 
storat~v~ty (0.01) and t:r:.~:n_s'm~S:-S,,"il.V~,ty' (2673,; SFD),. the State 

Engineer finds after P~~Pi~9 :,~or:i·afP:~~~.O·d" ?~; 10 ,!ears ;the drawdown 
of ttl-e groundwater level ,at,: ',a u'-l.'S·talnce of 5,280 fe'et from the 

proposed point of diversfin~~l'g) h~,·,~'"~{b, ... The State Engineer 
. \, ,,,,:"' . .,. ......... f \'! f. ~ 

further f~nds that the, ,quant~,ty of water ~applied for under 

Application 62264 is so min~l"): ""and the ,:als-tance to the Death 
...... J 1'. 'f''' c· 

Valley National Park great' 'en6u('gh \.{h'a,t· the 6ha~ces of interference 

wi th the protestant I 5 watei' r,,:1ghts" is' 'nfL 

.III-. 

The State Engineer f-inds- that there is no evidence on the 

record indicating that the B.PP_r:oval of Application 62264 threat'ens 
,;p,' 

to prove detrimental to the' ,p,ublic interest. 
,~,.'~. 
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CONCLUSIONS 

I. 

The State Engineer has jurisdiction over the subject matter of 

this action and determination.] 

II. 

The State Engineer 1S prohibited by law from granting an 
application to appropriate the public waters of Nevada where: 4 

A. there is no unappropriated water at the 
proposed source; -

B. the proposed use 'conflicts with existing 
rights; or 

C. the proposed 
detrimental to 

use threatens to 
the public interest. 

prove 

Ip. 
The drawdown analysis indicates that the pumping of ground 

water as proposed under APplication 62264 will have no impact on 
the sources of water loca~ed ,"in \the' ,Death· Valley 'National Monument 

'~'t':'; rf~' _' ',~" .. 
and Park. The State Engineer concludes that the approval of 
Application, 62264 will not CO-~,ftic~ .with""a:ny existing rights. 

. .. ~ .. , "; ~~, '," ~ ~ ,,4 ,'" 
',~ y~ \.Iv. . -,~ • " 
.. " ,\"....... " " . 

The State Engineer cojlcludes·"\1i.ha~t :t_he appreY'al of 

62264 does not thre,'ten to .. f~!OY'~~ de.tri~ental to 
interest. 

3 NRS Chapters 533 and ~34. 

NRS § 533.370. 
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RULl·NG . t' 
- .':. ,.'" 

The ·protest to Application 622,64'; is-'hle,reby"'overruled and said 

Application is hereby appr:c"Je~d 'subj,~'ct· to': e'X:i'st1ng rights and the 
". ,,! ~ ~ ',.~, ! . -', < 

payment of the statutory permit' fees .. 

RMT/RKM/ab 

Dated this 15th day of 

August 1997 ----"=='-----, . 

.,' 

~ .. , 


