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IN THE OFFICE OF THE STATE ENGINEER
"OF THE STATE OF NEVADA "“
) S 7 xw‘zu o
IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION 50139 )
FILED TO APPROPRIATE THE: PUBLIC WATERS )
OF RANCH SPRINGS WITHIN. THE LIDA VALLEY)\
GROUNDWATER ‘BASIN (144),_ESMERALDA )
COUNTY, NEVADA ‘ , - )

" . RULING

#4448

.......

: 3

Appllcatlon 20139 was flled on September 4 a1986 bYJwblff

Milling and Mlnlng to approprlate 0.04 cublc'feet per*secondr(cfs)
milling and domestic

purposes within the S% Section 4 T.75., R.41%E., - M.D.B. &M . The

point of diversion is-described as belng located within the NW% NW£

Section 23 T.6S., R 40E P M.D.B.&M.!
' II

Appllcatlon 50139 was protested by Andrew L. Dumas and also by _

Carolyn MacMullen on the follow1ng grounds L

Ranch Sprlngs does not provide sufficient water for the.-
additional request without impairing. the. rights of the
first user, Esmeralda County (the residents of Goldpoint)
see appllcatlon #30917 and #45240, and for the follow1ng

reasons:

1. Applicatlon #45240, a revision ‘of #30917, 'wéé‘for
1.67 m11110n gallons annually. ~ C

2. 'Ranch Springs, through hearsay ev1dence only, flows at
: approx1mately 20 gallons/mlnute

lFile No. 50139, official records in the Office of the State

Engineer.
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At a fieldlinvestigatiOH, held at Goldpoint, on 29
May 1984, the county (Esmeralda) had agreed (Mr.
Ben Colvin, county commissioner and Mr. Kenneth L,
Haskew) to install a. meter at the source of Ranch .
-8Springs, to determine the exact amount of water
flowing. - The ‘county has not fulfilled ‘its . .
commitment, thus no accurate record of flow exists.
This agreement confirmed by letter from Esmeralda :
- county of 5 June. 1984=aand ‘signed:by Mr.-Kenneth L.:

Haskew. TR PR

4. On 19 March 1986, the state .ehgineer, .Mr. fReter G i

Morros, supported the- protests.againstrapplicationas
#47327, and denied the. appllcatlon for iwaters fromi:
Ranch Sprlngs to wolff: Mllllng and Mining. ".Jr;ng A%

5. . Because of the above ‘item #4, and because Ranch

springs has not increased its flow -application
#50139 should be denled : :

6. It was mentroned, at the field meeting of 29 May.

1984,  that there appeared to be a conflict of
_ interest in. the submission . of all .of these,
*appllcatlons, in that Mr. Kenneth L. Haskew, the
county engineer: for Esmeralda county, was not only
~acting for Esmeralda county, but was also acting as’
an agent- for Lida Livestock Company and alsoc for
"Wolff Mllllng and Mlnlng it 'appeared as though
the 1interest - of - the . county - (The residents of
Goldpoint) were .being suppressed “to enhance the
1nterest of the other partles 1nvolved‘ ‘ ,

In closing, 1t ‘ suggested that a new field
1nvest1gat10n be’ conducted into all of the transactlons.'
concernlng ‘the applications for water from Ranch Springs,
in an attempt to straighten out: once and for all -any
disputes. It is further requested that appllcatlon

"#50139 be denied.

nAppllcatlon 50139 was tlmely protested by Coleen Garland on
the same. grounds w1th the followrng addendum

III.

1

DPue to the fact that I am a small bu51ness owner in
Goldp01nt and will retire from teaching in 4 years to
become' a full- tlme resident there, - I  am extremely
concerned about a sufficient water supply I intend to

anlarge my bu51ness to a bed and breakfast concern and

Wlll surely need ample water for overnite guests



leestock) on the rollow1ng grounds

. investigation asSigned}a spring flow;ofﬂzo_gallops[per minute
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Appllcatlon 50139 was tlmely protested by Jack- Vogt (lea
1 .

lea Livestock has prlor rlghts for llvestock use from
“Ranch’ Sprlngs and there is no excess water left for other

purposes _

. : B V. . -
.Application 56139AWasﬂfimelY"pioteSted3bYﬂDeoMLﬁcﬁaughan,

Esmeralda County Comm1551onen onrthevgroundSLthat*there;ms an

1nsufflclent water quantlty ifor the Townof. Goldp01nt ovo o wne
, FINDINGS OF FACT Zey ma\1 S nabt
I. ‘

‘Ranch Springs currently provides water"for monicioai ‘use
within the town . of Gold901nt and for stockwaterlng purposes at
several . p01nts- along the Goldpoint plpellne . The right to
appropriate the waters of Ranch Spring for ‘these beneficial uses
was:grahted'under'Permit 45240, Certificate'13632, and Pérmit
45465, Certificare 12984, respectively. 'These'two certificated
water ‘rights represent a comblned diversion rate of 0.022 cfs from
Ranch Sprlngs il Addltlonally, lea Livestock clalms a vested
.right to the dlver51on of 0. 06 cf from Ranch 8pring for
stockwaterlng purposes under Proofs 04818 and 04131 45 Dlscharge
estlmates measured from Ranch Sprlngs by representatlves of the
State Englneer s. Offlce as ,garr_ of a - May ;5, 1988, field
which

\
W - "

e PP B

_ lFile No. 45240, official records in the ‘Office of the State
Engineer. - ' : Rt B ~
'3File-No.-45465,eoffigial-reoords,iﬁnthe Office of the State
Engineer. E - A I 5
YFile No. 04818, official records -in the Office of the State
Engineer. ‘ . : :
’¢ile No. 04131, official records in the Office of the State
Engineer. e o L - o
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equates to a flow of: approx1mately 0 044 cfs ‘ The State Engineer

“flnds that the commltted water resource in the form ‘of certificates

and proofs filed w1th1n "the State Englneer s Offlce exceeds the g

water resource avallable at\the sprlng source,.thus, there 1s no

unapproprlated water avallable to support Appllcatlon 50139
CONCLUSIPNS '

eVt & R e T
SRR I. SR

-

“The State Englneer has jurlsdlctlon\over the: partaeseand of

the subject matter ofvthlsaactlom and determlnatlon &}am_ e
. B ) I I * - N .

T e s . .
R TR * N

The State Englneer is- prohlblted by law from grantlng a permltl
7 o

under an appllcatlon to- approprlate the publlc waters where
A. There: "is - no unapproprmated water ‘at  the.
'.,proposed source, or : : -

"“B. The proposed use conflicts with .existing.

rlghts
C. The proposed“ _use threatens. to prove

detrimental to the public interest.
| . B III. |
_ Appllcatlon 50139 requests a new approprlatlon of water from‘
a sprlng source where the commltted water resource already exceeds

the measured dlscharge from the sprlng .The State Englneer*

'concludes that to grant ‘a. permit under Appllcatlon 50139 would

. conflict with ex1st1ngkrlghts

6NRs Chapter §33.

TNRS Chapter 533.370(3).
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RMT/MDB/ab -~ o Rtasen

, - RULING
: Appllcatlon 50139 1s hereby denled on the grounds that there
is no. unapproprlated water at the source and that approval of the
permlt would confllct w1th ex1st1ng rlghts '

Dated this _11th day of -
_October . . 1996w </ 5




