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• ,IN THE OFFICE OF ,THE STATE ENGINEER 
OF ,THE STAT,E' OF NEVADA 

IN THE'MATTERQFPROTESTED APPLICATION 61736 ,) 
FILED TO APPROPRIATE THE UNDERGROUND ,WATERS ) 
OF THE TRACY SE;GMENT GROUNDWATER BASIN (83) ) 
STOREY COUNTY, NEVADA. ) 

,GENERAL, 

'I; 

RULING 

#4358 

Applicatien 61736 was fileder! December 5, 1995, by Kaiser 

Sierra Micr6milis. LLC, to. apprepriate 0.5 cubic feet pe'r secend 

(cfs) ef the undergreund waters efthe Tracy Segment Greundwa,ter 

Basin, fer qua-si-municipal ~(industrial) .use fer ,a prepesed aluminum 
. '. ' ;,-,". - . - ~ . . 

can steck micromiJ:i precessing 'p.1arit. located within pertiens ef the 

E~ section 32, T.20N., R.22E:, M.D.B:&M .• ,The 'prepesed point ef 

diversien is lecated within the NE~ SE~ ef' said,Sectien 32.' 
- "." ,,,/ 

II. ", ' 

Applicatien 61736 was timely pretes\=ed:9Y the Truckee-Carsen 

Irrigatien District (TCI.b) en' the, greunds_.that: " " 
, ' 

This applicatio~,: if granted will ~ter!d to. adversely 
affect" existing water :t'ights sTnce 0, the,'di versien will 
censumptively u'se water frem a greundwater basin which 
has been fully apprepriated and designated by the State 
Engineer. Recerds' ef th~' St9-t,~, Engineer and the USGS 
indicate that much ef the petential"greundwater recharge 
irithe'Truckee Canyen is rej ected to. the' surface system, 

'(Truckee. Ri ver)' and dees. net', actually reac:h the 
greuI].dwater reserveir. Theref'ere new groundwater 
apprepriations will adversely affect existing dewnstream 
Truckee, River water right helders' which rely en, the 
rej ectedgreundwater to.' the river. " " 

o Therefere, the Truckee-Carsen Irrigatien District 
respectfully requests that the applicatienbe denied and 
that, an erder be entered for, such. rel'ief as ·the State 
Engineer deems just' and preper.' 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

I. 

, The. State Engineer has issued permits and certificates under 

which a total ef 5;539 acre feet annually (AFA) ef water have been 

, File No. .61,736; Official Recerds in the Office ef the State 
Engineer. 
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.', ' 

approphatedfrom the underground waters within the Tracy Segment 

Groundwater Basin.' Of this qua~tity, 509 AFp,.of,waterhaveb~en 
appropriated for mining use, which is considered temporary 'in 

,nature and will not have a perman~nt effect: on the g~oundwat'er" . . . . - . . 
, resource. 'The ):,echarge ,to the' gr~undwater in this', basin is 

estimated ,to be 6',000 AFA> ",' The ,State Engineer finds that there 
, ' 

is ,additional water available for appropriation within the Tracy 

'Segment Grouridwater Basin. 

The, Protestant asserts 

,II. 

that 

actually flows to ,the 

potential 

Truckee 

recharge 

River and 

to 

any 

the 

new groundwater 

groundwater appropriation wbuld capture water that would naturally 

flbw to th.e',TruckeeRiver, resulting in a conflict with downstream' 
. ~ , ,'. '; 

water rights. ,To address ' these assertions, the Applicant 's 

consilltal1t conducted a hydr~ge6logical investigation and Elummarized 

hisiindingsin a report ~Ubmitted',to the State Engineer.' The 
, ' , 

consultant showed that the,' groundwater gradient is' such that the, 

water would pot,entially flow away from the Truckee River toward ,the 

proposed well and not viCe-versa. 5' 

,Despite the potential for flow from the Truckee River, t,he 

, Applicant' s'co~sul taut feels the source of ,water in the proposed 

"officHllR~COrds in the Office of, the State, Engineer. 

'Water Resources-Reco~naissance Sehes ,Report 57:' A Brief 
Water-Resources' Appraisal' ,of the Truckee, River Basin. Western 
Nevada. Prepared cooperatively by the USGS"and tne:Nevada Division 

. - , ")','. " !," '': ",' - r .: 
of Water Resources, 1973. ',' , ,,"" 'J ", ::', ' ' 

"Summary ,of Exploratory Drilling. Ka{ser,; Aluminum Micromiil. 
Storey County. Nevada, ,SE~;,Incorporated;" Consulting Engineers, 
March, 1996, File No. 61645;, OfficL:ll Records 'iii: the' Office of the 
State Engineer. 

(, 

5The water, surface 'elevation of the Truckee River 'is 
'approximately 4,265', feet above mean sea'level (MSL) at this 
location. The elevation of the f'irst ,,groundwater surface 
encountered in the' well is:4, 242· feet 'above MSL, "or 23 feet below 
the Truckee River surface'. 

. , 
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,well is net the Truckee River but' instead is, the drainage area 

tti~", sitk" , The,c~n~ultant:: based, this lecated to. the ' S9uth 'ef 
. ~"', , 

, assertien en the chemical quality ef the well water, particularly 

the prep,ertieri ef catiens ,~hich", bE!ars' ,:iitt~~ resemblance to. 

Truckee River water," "" " " , 
-, I' ' . '. :.'\' .: ';; '. ,- ',' / 

The Applicant prepeses to. ,pumpwatej:' from a "w~ll drilled, to. a 

depth ef 595 feet, with' screens, !placed'with'in ,fractured velcanic' 
, - ',' ';. ,,' -,:".' -) , .. ",' , " , ' .',' - , 

bedreck, beginnin.gat a'dept;h,ef 125 feet "Thil? weuld tend to. 
, . " ,.- ' 

iselate the well frem tile TDlc;kee River, , '. ; J 

After censidering theabeve facts, the St,ate 'Engineer, finds 

that the pumping Cif greundwati:r as p~epes~d under Applicatien 61645 ' 
.' _ , " c _ 

will have 'no. impact 'en the, flew ef the Truckee River, The State 

'Engineer further finds that the appreval 0.( Applicatien 61645 w:lll 

net cenflict with existing water rights,' 

III. 

'The Applicatien prepeses to. use the water fer an aluminum 

,'precessing plant that, will ,empley 65 pepple, 1 Given thea,bove 

fi~dings :thatthere is un~pprepriated water and that there is no. 

conflict with existing rights, the State Engineer finds thatt;he 

use ef'water as prepesed,under Applicatien 61736 is in the public, 

interest . 
. . ,' CONCLUSIONS 

I. 

The State 'Engineer has jurisdictien ever the subjectmatter'ef 

this actien: 7 

"The catienic pertien ef the well water is deminated by sedium 
(65%) and centains lew calcium (20%), The Truckee River water has 
appreximately equal ameunts ef sedium (35 to. 40%) "and calcium (38 
to. 44%), ' , 

7 NRS 533 and 534. 
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• ":II . '," 

The State Engineer is '~~oh{bi\:edbY lawltom granting an 

application to appropriate the, public wa'ters of Nevada where:· 
- -, '. '-"" ': -.' ,- c;· -;..-' - , . " 

'A. 'There is ,no unapp~oprii?-ted,water'at,th:eproposed source; 

B. ' The proposed use cbnfiicts: with 'histin'g rights; or 

C. 'The proposed uS,ethreateiis to, provedet,rimental to the 

public interest:, 
:~ , 

:' :., 
~.' d'. I ""_r ' ('. 

, The recharge to the' Tracy, Segment Groundwater Basin is' 6,000 

AFA 'and the, quantity ,of w,ater committed under, permits and' 
. . ' . '. .' , .' ',_ :'.:."" t . . 

certificates issued by the State Engineertot.als 5,539. The State 

'Engineer concludes" that ,there is unappropriated water available 
" ,.. . 

with,in, this groundwater basin . " 

IV. 

The pumping of groundwater as proposed under Application 61736 

will have no impact on' the ,flow of the Truckee River and on the 

downstream '1ater rights., Therefore, the State EI1gineer concludes 

that the approval of Application 61736 w'ill not conflict' with any 

existing rights. 

, V. 

The "use, of water for the pr,oposed aluminum processing plant 

was found' to be, iii the public interest. Considering that 

unappropriated' water is available 'and, that' no conflict with 

existing rights will,occur, the State 'Engineer concludes that the 

approval of All plication 61736 will not prove detrimental to the 

public interes't. 

• NRS 533.370. 
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RULING 

The protest to Application,61736 is hereby overruled and said 

Application is hereby approved subject to and the 

payment of.the statutory permit fees. 

RMT/JCP/bk 

Dated this 11th day of 

June , 1996 . 

, '" 

:/' 

.. 


