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* FILED TO APPROPRIATE THE UNDERGROUND WATERS

. IN THE OFFICE. OF THE STATE ENGINEER
' OF THE STATE OF NEVADA

Iﬁ THElMATTER“QF_PnoTESTsn'APnLTcATIoﬁ 51735‘
" RULING
#4358

OF THE -TRACY SEGMENT GROUNDWATER BASIN (83)
STOREY COUNTY NEVADA
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AppliCation 61736'was”filed'on'DeCember'S' 1995 by Kalser_

' ;Slerra MlcrOmlllS, LLC to approprlate 0.5 cublc feet per second

(cfs) of the underground waters of ‘the Tracy Segment Groundwater
Basrn, for- qua51 mun1c1pal (1ndustr1al) Juse for a proposed alumlnum

can stock mlcromlll process1ng plant located w1th1n portlons of the
fE% Sectlon 32 T 20N., R 22E M.D. B+&M., The proposed p01nt of
'-dlver51on 1s located w1th1n the NE% SEY% of sald Sectlon 32. ' '

.J

, , . “IT. s PR : . .
Appllcatlon 61736 was tlmely protested by the Truckee Carson,

.‘\7 ‘.'

Irrlgatlon Dlstrlct (TCID) on the - grounds that :

This application,, if granted will tend to adversely
affect” exlstlng water’' rights 51nce the ‘diversion will
consumptively use water from a’ groundwater basin which
has been fully approprlated and deslgnated by the State .
Englneer Records of the State Englneer and the USGS
indicate that much of the potent1al groundwater recharge

~ in the’ Truckee ‘Canyon is rejected to the surface system

~ (Truckee, River)" and does . not v actually reach the
groundwater - reservoir. Therefore new groundwater
appropriations will adversely affect existing downstream
Truckee .- River water right holders which rely on . the-
rejected groundwater to the river. :

. Therefore, the Truckee-Carson Irrlgatlon District
respectfully requests that the application be denied and
-that .an order be entered for. such rellef as the State
Englneer deems Jjust -and proper.? '

FINDINGS OF FACT

| | I A .

The State Englneer has igsued permlts and certificates: underl
which a total of. 5 539 acre feet annually (AFA)} of water have been’

_H-File,No.‘61736170fficial'Records in the Office of'the_State
Engineer. ' : ' ' ' B
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approprlated from the underground waters w1th1n the Tracy Segment

“ZGroundwater Ba51n Of this quantlty, 509. AFA of water have been

approprlated for ‘mining use, Wthh is con51dered. temporary 1n

“nature and will not have’ a. permanent effect: on the groundwater‘

‘resource. - The recharge to the groundwater 1n this" basin is

estlmated to ‘be 6 000 AFA 3 The State Englneer flnds that there
is add1t10na1 water avallable for approprlatlon w1th1n the Tracy

The - Protestant asserts ‘that potent1a1 recharge to' the
groundwater actually flows to -the Truckee River and "any new

7groundwater approprlatlon would capture water that would naturally
‘flow to/the,Truckee,Rlver: resultlng in a confllct with downstream'
TWater"rights . JTO"address - these assertlons,, the Appllcant s
‘consultant conductedaihydrogeologlcal 1nvest1gatlon.and.summarlzed.'

his flndlngs in a report submltted to the State Englneer The
consultant showed that the - groundwater gradlent is such that the .
water would potentlally flow away from the Truckee River toward the'

‘proposed well and not vice- versa

Desplte ‘the potent1a1 for flow from the ‘Truckee Rlver,.thef

‘Appllcant S consultant feels the source of water in the proposed

'2Off1c1al Records 1n the Office of the State Englneer

-3

Water Resources Reconnalssance Serles Report 57:. A Brief
Water-Resources Appraisal - of the Truckeé River Basin, Western
Nevada, -Prepared cooperatlvely by the USGS and the Nevada D1v1S1on

- of Water Resources, 1973 ' ”~ “o

4Summarv of Exploratory . Drllllnq Kalser Alumlnum Mlcromlll
Storey County, Nevada, . SEA;. Incorporated,. Consultlng Engineers,

. March, 1996, File No. 61645 Off1c1al Records in, the Offlce of the
State Englneer ' S . L

*The ‘water surface elevatlon of .thé Truckee River is .

‘approximately 4,265 feet “above mean sea level (MSL) :at this

location. "~ The elevatlon - of - the flrst groundwater surface
encountered in the well is.4, 242 feet above MSL, "er 23 feet below
the Truckee River surface ) o
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_well is not the Truckee Rlver but 1nstead 1s the . dralnage area
located to the south ‘of the 31te §- The consultant based. thls
~assert10n on the chemlcal quallty of the well water, partlcularly-
the proportlon. of ‘cations, wh1ch bears llttle resemblance to
Truckee Rlver water. "};ykgﬁ;_J ',‘,_\‘ "_Tg;}\ .'
_ The Appllcant proposes to pump water}from a well drllled to a'
‘depth of 595 feet w1th’screens placed w1th1n fractured volcanic
bedrock, beglnnlng at a’ depth of 125 feet ThlS would tend ‘to
'1solate the well from the Truckee River, o S e

" After con81der1ng the above facts, the State‘Engineer finds
that the pumplng of groundwater as proposed under Appllcatlon 61645
Aw1ll have no 1mpact on the flow of the Truckee Rlver ‘The State
.Englneer further flnds that the approval of Appllcatlon 61645 w1ll‘
not confllct w1th ex1st1ng water rlghts

] __III. , . , |
The Appllcatlon proposes Lo use the water for an alumlnum
fprocessmng plant that .will employ 65 people leen the above
lflndlngs that there 1s unapproprlated water and that there is no
confllct with ex1st1ng rlghts, ‘the State Englneer finds that the
use of water -as proposed .under Application: 61736 1s in the publlc-
'1nterest L '
‘ , coNCLuSIons :
I.

The State Englneer has jurisdiction over the subject matter of

+

this actlon

" *The cationic portion of the well water is dominated by sodium
(65%) and contains low calcium {(20%). The Truckee River water has
approx1mately equal amounts of sodium (35 to 40%) and caIC1um (38
to 44%) . . : . .

co NRS 533 and 534.
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The State Eng:.neer 1s prohlhlted by ‘law from grantlng ‘an
appllcatlon to approprlate the, publlC waters of Nevada where
'A;';There 1s no unapproprlated water at the proposed source,
B. The proposed use confllcts w1th exlstlng r1ghts 'or .
C;"The proposed use threatens to prove detrlmental to the .
o publlc 1nterest H_‘;‘\(“f';‘;‘_fw' e -
- DR < S IS

. : ?
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The recharge to the Tracy Segment‘Groundwater Ba51n is" 6 000

AFA ‘and " the quantlty of water. commltted under permlts and/
certlflcates issued by the State Englneer totals 5, 539.. The State
-Engineer concludes that there is unapproprlated water avallable
4w1th1n this groundwater ba31n o vﬂ;g '

S w. _ S

| ’The:pumping 5f'gfcundwatér as proposed under Application 61T36
-w111 have no 1mpact on the. flow of the Truckee River and on the‘
downstream water rights. Therefore, the State Englneer concludes
that the approval of Appllcatlon 61736 w1ll not confllct W1th any
-'ex1st1ng rlghts T '

_ V. o
The use of water for the proposed alumlnum proce351ng plant'
was; found to be in the publlc 1nterest Cons1der1ng that

unapproprlated water is* avallable ‘and - that’ no conflict W1th'
exlstlng rights will occur the State Englneer concludes that the
approval of ﬁppllcatlon 61736 will not: prove detrlmental to the
publlc 1nterest

®'NRS 533.370.
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& The protest to Application 61736 is hereby overruled and said
Appllcatlon is hereby approved subject to exlstlng rlghts and the
payment of the statutory permit fees.
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