
IH THE MATTER OF APPLICA'l'ION NO. 
12918 IN NA!>lE OF JJ,CK WOLLENZIEN TO 
APPROPRIATE UNDERGROUND \~A'fISR IN THE • • 
LAS VEGAS VALLEY, CLARK COUNTY, NEVADA. ) 

RULING 

. Application No. 12918 was filed May 18. 1949 by Jack 
Wollenden to appropriate O.~O c.! .e. of the W1derground waters in 
the Las Vegas Valley for irrigation and dqmestic purposes. The 
proposed point of ~iversion i~ at a point within the SW*SW~ 
Section 32, T. 20 )3., R. 61 E~. and from which the wl corn~r of 
said Section 32 be~s N. 1° 29' W., a distance of lS37 feet. 
The proposed place of use is on 50 acres located ·with1ri. the KId swk 
andSW~ sw~ of said Section 32. . 

On 6eptembel" 8, 1949 a protest was tUed by the J,as 
Vegas .Land & Water Company to the granting of a permit under 
Application NOo.1291.8. The reasons set fori.h.by said protestant 
are herewith quoted: . 

"That the water situation in Las Vegas 11l! 
80 acu~e we ~e having d1fti~ulty .1.n develop1ri.g 
sufficient. water for domeatic·purposes •.. and· J.t 
applicant is allowed to drill a well below our , 
Well No. 10 1t will of course interfere with the 
water supply for domestic purposes. In our opinion 
it 1s much more 1mpo'rtant thetthh water be c.on
sumed fol' domestic"pul'PQsesrather than. for irriga'"' 
tien purposes of 50 acres of alfalfa owned by 
applicant." 
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On January 10, 1941 a certain dEif~n.darea w,1thin . . "";': 
the.Lae Vegas Valley was set up as a "desi,gnated ar~att putsuant to ' .. , 
Section" of the 1919 Grol.Uldwater Act (Section 7993.13 N.C.~. . ... "1 
19)1-41Supplemen~). Subsequent to such date and' .in conf9i-jnity, wlt~ . i 
the 1939 Ground Water Statute, a well iJup~rv1eor wasemploye!1 .' .,',,1 
and. the Staite Engi,neer

1 
through aucpsuper1l'iSQI', . regulated the . .d1str1;" .' i 

but10n of water an4 we 1 dr1l11ri.g wtthiD $\l.ch area. . InJ~ly)_ 1944,: 
a comprehensive ground water study was cOJIIIQenced in thetas Veg~8 

. Valley under a coop~rativeagreement 'withtheGro~dwaterDivil3ic;1I1 -. '.: 
Qf the. Uni:ted StE!1:~I3Geoli':!~~cal S\!ryey. Thef'indil\g~()fSUC)hS~Uf' g;y . i~': 
h 'd,ocumented in W!:iter Rei;Qurces aulletintio. 5'~. a pubnc~tlon,o ',> ••..• 

the office' of' StateEngineer.'",;t 

The Pro.testant, Las Vegas Land & Water Compa.l1Y.; i8.~ 
public utility and assuoh supplieS and distributes 'water tP ttte . 
City of' Las Vegas and portions ot' its urbane area. 'l'he' water supply 
is derived from eleven deep wells and th~ee springs. Thewellsextend 
1n a general north-south direction, the most southerly being \'1e11 No. 
10 located within theSE1; SE~ Section 31; T.20 3.R.61E. and 
the most northerly well being located within the SE~ SE~ Section .30. 
of same tOl'Inehip and range. During 1947 there was an average of . 



, 

8,732,000 gallons of water per deY,or 9780 acre-feet of water 
delivered; from these wells andspr1,ncsand.distributed through the 
wnter company's distribution system. During 1948 the qelivered 
water amounted to a daily average of 9,338,000 gallons or 10,548 
ac:r;e-feet for the year. This amount of water represents about·· 
30ji. of the total output or water lntbe entire Las Vegas Valley., 

b'rom the conclusions rf;)ached as a result of the ground 
water survey, it is felt that more water is being taken from the 
valley than is being normally recharged. During the past f,1 ve . 
years there has been a drop of about 30 feet in the hydrostatic 
head of·the Griffith well located in this·general area. It is very 
possible that the main cause ~()i's~ch drop is.the large draft on 
the underground water supply 'by t~e Water Company and others and 
the great concentration of wells in this vicinity. . 

Sect1C?n 10 of the 1939 Qroundwp..ter Act ( Section 1993.13 
N.C .• L. 1931-41 Supplement) .as amended by ehapter 103 Statutes of 
1949 provides among other things that"in acting on an application 
to appropriate ,water, ,the State l~n~ineor rilay consider the effect 
of such UGe ,on the economy of the area in general "'- and that . 
in any basin theStlllte Engineer may .. restr1ct drilling of wells' in 
any portion thereof if he determines that additional wells would 
cause an undue il\terferencewith existing \"/e11&-. --"':---. 

The proposed point of diversion under Application No. 
12918 is located about 1400 feet northeasterly from Well No. 10 
of the V[aterCompany; about 1200 fee.t easterly from i1e11 110. 9. and 
about 1000 feet southeasterly froll! Vlell No. 11. There .is no question 
in our minds butthot tho pumping or withdraliing of 0.5 c.f.s. from 
a well located at the proposed point of diversion would-cause inter
ference to the Water Company wells. 

The water situation in the Las Vegas Valley has now 
reached a point ~here gre~t caution must be exercised in the 
granting of additional permits, especially for irrigation purposes 
within the Las Vegas urban area. 

lt 1s tho opinion ·of the State Engineer that due to the 
great concentrotion of wells in the vicinity of the proposed point 
of diversion and the great magnitude of water withdrawn, that the 
safeguarding of the economy of Las Vegas demands thot hereafter water 
must be placed only to the highest beneficial usa, namely 
municipal, quasi-municipal and domestic uses, and that no permits 
be granted fOr the appropriation of water for irrigEltion purposes 
because. of the greater volUl)lrt of water needed therefore. 

It is, therefore the ruling of the State Engineer that 
the protest of the Las Vegas Land & ~iater Company be. sustained 
and that said Application No. 12918 be denied. 

November 30, 1949 

Respectfully submitted, 

~"'~~ 
~~ HERRITT srUTH 

. 'State Engineer 


