- IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATIONS 33221, 37267, )

37269, 37314, 37389, 37910, 37911, 37912 37913 )

38080, 38081, 38d6b, 38598, 38599, 38600, 38905,) RUL I NG
40192, 40193, AND 40852 FILED TO, APPROPRIATE c) : '
UNDERGROUNWD HATER IN PAHRUMP VALLEY, CLARK AND )

NYE'COUNTIES NEVADA : oy , 1urJ S

IYTRODUCTION

App]1cat1on 3322] 37267 3?269a 37314 3?389 379103" 3791], 379]2
'37913, 38080 38081, 38266 38598 385489, 38600 38905 40192, 40193
and 40852 were f1]ed to appropr1ate water from.an underground source in
Pahrump Va]ley GrOund Water Bas1n,.C]ark and Nye Counties, Nevada.

In 1982, U.S. Geo10g1ca] Survey. Open<File:Report 81-635 "Ground
Mater Storage Dep]etlon in Pahrump. Valley,. Nevada-California; 1962“75"
by James R. Harr111 was prepared cooperatively -by'thé. Nevada Department
of Conservation and Natura]1Resources and .the U.S. Department of ‘the

‘Interior, Geo]oglcal Survey This report is available in the State
" Ehgineér's office.

ey
FINDINGS OF-FACT .
. :

App]}cat]on 33221 was filed by Mrs: CharlestFrias on August 13, .
1977, to' appropr1ate 2.7 c.f.s. of underground -water for irrigation and
domest1c purposes The. p01nt of.diversion 1saw1th1n “the NW% *NEY4' of
‘Section 32,°T22S, R56E, MDB&M, and the place of .use’is 150 acres within
‘the‘NEL of Sect1on 32 T225 "RS6E, MDB&M.

W

Application 37267 was filed by Elmer C. Evers on:March 28, 1979, to
appropriate 5.4 ¢.f.s. of underground water for irrigation and‘domest1c
purposes. The point' of d1vers1on is within the NW4 SW4 of Sect1on 30
TT'9S%  R52E, MDB&M, and the place of use is 320 acres within the Nz Nig
Sect10n ‘36, T195, R52E, and the SW4 of Section 30, T19S, R52E, MDB&M.

Application 37269 was filed by Kenneth R. Gagerion March 28, +1979,
to appropr1ate 5.4°¢.f. s of underground water for irrigation and dome5t1c
purposes The point’ of d1vers1on is within the NE% NE% of Section 25,
T19S, R51E, MDB&M, and the place of use is 320 acres within the N of
Sect10n ‘25, T19S, R51E, MDB&M.

Application 37314 was filed by Robert J. Evers on March 29, 979,
to appropr1ate 5.4"¢.F.s. of, underground water for irrigation and domestic
purposes. ‘The point of ‘diversion is within the NE% SE% of Section 25,
T19S, R5TE, MDBAM, and the place of use is 320 acres w1th1n the S% of
Sect10n 25 T]95 R51E, MDB&M .
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. Application 37389 was filed by Robert L. McCoy on March 30, 1979,
P to appropriate 5.4 c.f.s. of underground water for irrigation and domestic
R4 purposes. The point of diversion is within the NW4 NW4% of Section 31,
T19S, R52E, MDB&M, and the place of use is 320 acres w1th1n the Wi of
Sect1on 31, T19S, R52E, MDB&M.

| Application 37910 was filed by Frank E. Butterfield on April 13,

| ) 1979, to appropriate 2.7 c.f.s. of underground water for irrigation and
i domestic purposes. .The point of diversion is within the NWa SE4% of

ﬁ Section 21, T225, R56E, MDB&M, and the place of use is 160 acres within
N the SE% of Section 21, T22S, R56E, MDB&M.

Application 37911 was filed by Violet Butterfield on April 13,

;e 1979, to appropriate 2.7 c.f.s. of underground water for irrigation and
o domestic purposes. The point of diversion is within the NE% SW% of

e ko o Section 21, T225, R56E, MDB&M, and the place of use is 160 acres within

LN the SW4 of Section 21, T225, R56E, MDBA&M.

v Application 37912 was filed by Starr Lyn Butterfieid on April 13,
1979, to appropriate 2.7 c.f.s. of underground water for irrigation and

' domestic purposes. The point of diversion is within the SE4 NWy of
Section 21, T225, R56E, MDB&M, and the place of use is 160 acres within
the NNP 0f‘Sect10n’21 TZZS R56E MDB&M:

. _ NINES

. Apphcatwn 37913 was fﬂed by Stella Butterfield on April 13,
1 1979, to appropriate 2.7 «. f» s. of: underground water for ‘irrigation and
_ domestic purposes. The p01n¢ of diversion is within the NE% NE% of
‘ - Section 21, T22S, R56E, MDB&M, and the place of use is 160 acres within
k _ the NE% of Sect1on 21 T22$ R56E -MDB&M.

S App11cat1on 38080 was f1Ied by Robert Gilbert on May 1, 1979, to
. appraopriate 2.7 c.f.s. of underground water for irrigation and domestic
! purposes. The point of diversion is within the NE% SE% of Section 20,
T722S, R56E, MDB&M, and the place of use is 160 acres within the SE% of
Section 20, T22S, R56E, MDB&M.

Application 38081 was filed by Esmy Gilbert on May 1, 1979, to
appropriate 2.7 c.f.s. of underground water for irrigation and domestic
purposes. The point of diversion is within the SW4% NE% of Section 20,
_ T22S, R56E, MDB&M, and the place of use is 160 acres within the iWE4% of
I Section 20, T225, R56E, MDB&M.

ﬁ _ Application 38266 was filed by Ellis I. Nanney on June 4, 1979, to
5 appropriate 5.4 c.f.s. of underground water for irrigation and domestic
! purposes. The point of diversion is within the NE4 NE% of Section 1,
T23S, R54E, MDB&M, and the place of use is 323.33 acres within the NEP
NEX% Sect10n 2, and N NWy, SE% NWk, NEY and NE% SE% Section 1, T23S,
RH4E, MDB&M.
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Application 38598 was filed by Lawrence W. Smith on July 19, 1979,
to appropriate 5.4 c.f.s. of underground water for irrigation and domestic
purposes. The point of diversion is within the NW4% SE% of Section 6,
T23S, R55E, MUB&M, and the place of use is 318.43 acres within the Stk,
NE% swa, Lot 7 and Lot 10, Section 6, Ws SWy Section 5, T23S, RGSE,
MDB&M. .

Application 38599 was filed by Terry D. Smith on July 19, 1979, to
appropriate 5.4 c¢.f.s. of underground water for irrigation and domestic
purposes. The point of diversion is within Lot 2 of Section 6, T235,
R55E, MDB&M, and the place of use is 316.96 acres within Lots 1, 2, 3,
4, and 5, SE4 NWh SW4 NEX, SE4 NE%, Section 6, T23S, RGS5E, MDB&M.

Application 38600 was filed by Donald R. Hudson on July 19, 1979,
to appropriate 5.4 c.f.s. of underground water for irrigation and domestic
purposes. The point of diversion is within the NE4 NE4 of Section 7,
T23S, Rb5E, MDB&M, and the place of use is 308.86 acres within Lots 1,
2, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11, 13, and 14, Section 7, and Lot 1, Section 18, TZ3S,
R55E, MDB&M. -

Application 38905 was filed by Benjamin Cook on September 4, 1979,

- to appropriate 5.4 c.f.s. of underground water for irrigation and domestic

purposes. The point of diversion is within the NW4 NE% of Section 8,
T23S, R55E, MDB&M, and the place of use is 320 acres within the Ni of
Sect1on 8, Te35, R55E, MDB&M,

Application 40192 was filed by Cheryl K. Cook on January 4, 1980,
to appropriate 5.4 c¢.f.s. of underground water for irrigation and domestic
purposes, The point of diversion is.within the SE4 NW% of Section 16,
T23S, R55E, MDB&M, and the place of use is 320 acres within the N3 of
Sect1on 16, T23S, R55E, MDB&M.

Application 407193 was filed by Nancy R. Simmons on January 4, 1980,
to appropriate 5.4 c.f.s. of underground water for irrigation and domestic
purposes. The point of diversion is within the NE% SW4% of Section 16,
T235, R55E, MDB&M, and the place of use is 320 acres w1th1n the Sk of
Section 16, T23S, R55E, MDB&M.

Application 40852 was fi1ed by Otto B. McCoy on March 10, 1980, to
appropriate 5.4 c.f.s. of underground water for irrigation and domestic
purposes. The point of diversion is within the NWjs NWj of Section 8,
T24N, R8E, SBM and the p1ace of use is 320 acres within the Nj of
Section 8, T24iN, R3E, SBM: 1/ ‘

SFSR o
o iy - R o
“The perennial yield of a ground water reservoir may be defined as
the maximum amount of water. of usable:-chemical quality that can be

withdrawn and consSumed econ0m1ca11y each’ year-for an indefinite period
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of time. If the perenn1a1 y1e1d is cont1nua]1y exceeded, water levels
will decline until the ground water reservoir is dep1eted of water of
usable quality or. unt1] the pumping. 1ifts: become uneconomical to main-
tain. 2/- The perennial yield, of Pahrump Va11ey probab]y does not

exceed 19, 000 acre-feet. 3/ )

: Overdraft may be-definedas the: amount by which the net pumping
draft exceeds the perenn1a1 ye1]d A,substantIal overdraft exists on

the ground water reservoir. Overdraft:on the system in 1978 was about
15,335 acre-feet per, yearaﬁﬁd tunder these qpnd1t1ons, ne new equilibrium.
is possible and: watéh Hevels Wil cont1nue'to dec]ane g5 ]ong as ‘this
h1gh 1eve1 of pump1ng 1s Sustained. 4/ P R

et Lk £ '
«Shou]d agd1t1ona1,waterk£§ aﬂ1owed fonlappropr1at1on for the -

,zreclamg;1on of lands under-the. Carey Act” and the Desert Land Entry Act
“app11cat1ons,11sted under Lten 1 andvsubsequent development of ground.

" water pursuant theretoJHetr1menta1Iy*aftects prior ground water rights,

'_:the State Engineer is required by Taw.: to order w1thdrawa]s be restricted
“to conform toi pr1or1ty r1ghts 5/ :

?1'

,;; I. ’.> IIX,K -I'<._. .

Perm1ts and: cert1f1cates have been issued in Pahrump Valley that
could be used_to w1thdraw over. 603 000 acre- feet of ground water per
year. B/ .. T ET L pen e

“CONCLUSIONS -

. 1. The State Engineer.has jurisdiction of the.parttes and the .
subject matter of this action. 7/ '

2. The State Engineer is prohibited by law from granting a permit
where: . S )

A. There is no unapp}opriated water'at-the proposed source, or
 B. .The proposed use conflicts with existing rights, or

C. - The proposed use threatens to prove detrimental to the pub11c
welfare. 8/ :

3. Ex1st1ng water rlghts for ground water in Pahrump Va]]ey exceed
the estimated perenn1a] yield in this valley. These applications are to
1rr1gate an add1t1ona1 4,617.58 acres; and if permits were issued, an
additional 23, 089 acre-feet of ground water could be withdrawn annually
“from the ground water basin.
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4. To grant permits would result in additional withdrawals for
consumptive use by farm land irrigation. This water would not be
replaced resulting in a steady depletion of the ground water reservoir,
substantial water-level declines, and land subsidence. The additional
withdrawals and consumption of underground water would, therefore,
conflict with existing rights and threaten to prove detr1menta1 to the
public welfare.

RULING
Applications 33221, 37267, 37269, 37314, 37389, 37910, 37911,

.3?912, 37913, 38080, 38081,. 38266, 38598, 38599, 38600, 38905, 40192,

40193, and 40852 are hereby denied on the grounds that the appropriation
of additional ground water for irrigation as requested would tend to
impair the value of existing rights and threaten to prove detrimental to
the pub]ic_we1fare. - _

Respectfully subm1tted

Peter G. Morros ) e
State Engineer .

Dated this ~ 10th day
of  HOVEMBER ., 1982.




'FOOTNOTES

1. Public records fn*fheﬁdffice of the State Engineer.

; 2. Water Supply Paper 1832, Page 39.

é : 3. U.S. Geological Survey Open File Report 81-635, Page 71.
E 4. U.S. Geological Survey Open File Report 81-635, Page 71.

i 5. NRS 534.110, subsections 3 and 6.

} 6. Public records in the office of thé State Engineer.
:f - 7. NRS 533.025 and 533.030, subsection 1. |
b 8. NRS 533.370, subsection 4.




