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BEFORE THE DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION
AND NATURAL RESOURCES'
DIVISION OF WATER RESOURCES

~

In the matter of applications)

to appropriate the public )
waters in Washoe Valley )
Groundwater Basin. )

) .

'~ TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS

STATE ENGINEER'S DECISION

RENO CITY COUNCII CHAMBERS
490 8. Center Street

Reno, Newvada

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 26, 1982

REPORTED BY: ’ : ERIC V: NELSON, CSR NO.

57 .
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RENO, NEVAbA, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 26, 1982, 1:02 P, M.
--000--
MR. MORROS: Okay. I just wanted to make sure.
Okay. I am going to rule on some of these
appiicétions at this time., In relation to the applicationg
pending for municipal and quasi-municipal use, I am going

il

to honor the cpunty's request for a continuance of this
hearing until that additional iﬁforﬁétion is available.
I think the State Engineer has a reéponsibility to avail
himself of every bit of information that he can possibly
acquire prior to making his decisions.

I do take exceﬁtion to four remarks,

Mr. Campbell, concerning any difference that the State
Engineer might have to delaying_ruliﬁgs in‘that matter as
an abuse of discretion. I think tﬁat is an implied
agthority that is available to the State Engineer under
the express authority of the law. But in any case, I will
succumb ‘to your request. )

In the matter of Application 32541, and I have
made some notes here and I Wili';ead from my notes tb make|"
sure that the record is cleér, this appliéation represents
a substantial request for water In support of irrigation

of new lands in an area of Washoe Valley that receives a-

small percentage of the total recharge to the groundwater

SIERRA NEVADA REPORTERS
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- incorporate them in my rullng on thlS appllcatlon by

_ of the exhlblts. o _ '”',) T

3ﬁ.thls hearlng, that would refute those flndlngs or support

;fthe allowance of thlS appllctlon in thls area of

o

‘idomestlc wells in’ the area, therefore belng detrlmental

' to the Publlc lnterest and welfare.

-Appllcatlon 32541 is hereWLth denled on the grounds that

basin. Applications to appropriate substantial amounts
of water for quasi-municipal purposes in this area have
been denied by the State Engineer in the past on the
grounds set forth in the State's Exhibits 5, 7 and 8, ohict
reflect preoious'rulings of the State Engineer.
) Additionally, there are findings set forth under
Exhibit No. 6 declaring irrigation not to be a preferred

use of the limited resource in the basin.

I will not repeat.those.findinge here but will

reference since they are a matter of record by 1ntroduct10n-

There has been no eVLdence, and the record in

the State Englneer s Offlce or: the testlmony presented at

A ',_r-. c-,

-t.- =

Tewe )
o

concentrated development It is therefore my rullng that

there would be an adverse effect on prlor eXLstlng rlghts

and an adverse effect upon the exlstlng concentratlon of"

'JJ‘.
e S 1
—

The area I am referrlng to is the Washoe Clty

area. ., ' < * ‘ '

'In the matter of Application 45173, filed by
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3
s i Washoe County, this 'application represents a request for
2 water also in an area of Washoe Valley that receives a
3 small percentage of the total recharge to the groundwater
_ 4 basin. Applications to appropriate eubstantial amounts of
. 5 water for uses other than that identified under
6 Application 45173 have been denied in the past in this
- 7T | area for the_reasons-set out in State's Exhibits 5,'7Iand
:;}{eii_ 8 '8:';_ |
:faﬂf. 9 h':f 'fV Howeﬁersif.feei rhat there is a strong publioi

. 10 1nterest and welfare lssue 1nvolved in thlS appllcatlon

SR represented by a- publlc‘recreatlonal fa0111ty whlch will

-

12 | beneflclally contrlbute-to the.lmmedlate communlty;‘

E ; L Addltlonally, I doni't. think and:there has not’

been ev1dence presented or. avallable to the State\ﬂ{,

- ~Eng1neen”that the relatlvely small, amount of Water»“ gﬁiif.‘
e requested under'Applloatlon 45173 w111 measurably affect
_ex1st1ng rlghts or the proper and orderly management of

the resource. o |

It is therefore my ruling that the use. of

water descrlbed under Appllcatlon 45173 is declared ‘a

EE SR IR A T AL

- The authorlty for;such«flndlng belng

e < ,’ ll ‘ ..r-

v set out under NRS 53& 120 the permlt w111 be 1ssued

N preferred useiml

I ; ‘

o 23 | under thlS appllcatlon upon the recelpt of the statutory

L oo __n_ R d

".fﬁifzf; permlt fees..lr;; t;_i - f?fﬁ

3 o
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and Ilwill take applications.&1399, 44129'through 44132,
inclusive, 44144 and 44157, 44383 as a group, since they
all represent-requests for irrigation use. |

‘ | Referring to State's Exhibit No. 6, previous
findings made by the State Engineer in the matter of
applications for irrigation purposes determined that the
consumptiwe-use of additional groundwater to irrigate
additional iand-or-to more intensively and.frequently

1rr1gate other land is not con31dered to be a preferred

- use of a limited water resource of the Washoe Valley

Groundwater Basin.

The add1t10na1 w1thdrawal and consumptlon of *

'underground water for irrigation: would therefore confllct_

with - ex13t1ng rlghts and threaten to prove detrlmental v

:‘~to the publlc welfare. There has. not been substantlak..:'

"eV1dence or testlmony presented at the hearlng to refute'

.i _those flndlngs.nor to support the allocat;on of addltlonal

water for irrigation purposee'in Washoe'Valley: .
It is therefore my. ruling that Applicatibns

41399 44129 through and 1nc1ud1ng 44162 4414& &4157

e

-r‘

addltlonal groundwater for 1rr1gatlon purposes 1n‘the

Washoe Valley Groundwater Ba51n would tend to impalr the‘:_:

»

value of exlstlng rlghts, not be a preferred use of the
llmlted resource “and not be 1n the publlc 1nterest and
S e SV ‘;;_
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'Group,

.contact persons or parties responsible for this

welfare.
There is one other application I am concerned

i

about, and that is Application &0565, Standard Investment

Inc. This application is in support of a standby
well for an appro&ed subdivision in the Washoe City area.

There is one othet-water right that is stiii-in
good standing that provides a water supply for this
subdivision, and that is Permit 34738.

Very frankly, 1 was disappointed.thete was _
nobody here todax to speak on behalf of this application.
I am going to withhold action on this epplication until”“
we have had the opportunlty to try to contact. whoever lS'
responsible.
financial dlfflcultles out there.
approve the appllcatlon as a standby well for: anr‘fiﬁﬁfst

R ol
ex1st1ng communlty water system, supported by an actlve

permit in good standing. But I will have to waylay any

ruling in this matter until we have had an opportunlty to

At thlS point T understand they have had some

appllcatlon.{._,“_:~

r
Ty

4,"-

With that T- will declare the,hearlng recessed unt11

Agalnn I w111 repeat that I am golng to contlnue

I
l

this hedring and ‘recess it untll further notlce for the ’

purposes of- conSLderlng actlon on the remalnlng

appllcatlons that were notlced for thls hearlng today

rlr.
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further notice.
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(At 5; 37

ma the hearlng was

p

It had been my 1ntent t('

3 - - .recessed. )
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