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IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATIONS 35812 AND ) 
36312 FILED ,JO APPROPRIATE THE WATERS OF) R U LIN G 
AN UNDERGROUND SOURCE IN DIAMOND VALLEY, ) 
EUREKA COUNTY, NEVADA ) 

GENERAL " 

Applications 35812 and 36312. were filed to appr,op_r;ate~water from 
an ,underground source in the Diamond Valley Ground Water Basin, Eureka 
County, Nevada. 

In "l,968" Wate_r. Resources Bulleti:'1 No. 35, "Hydrologic Response to 
Irrigation Pumping in Diamond Valley, Eureka and Elko Counties,. Nevada. 
1950-1965," w~s prepared cooperati vellY py the Nevada Departmen t of 
Conservation and Natural Resources, Division of Water Resources and the 
U.S. Department of the Interior, Geological Survey. This··repor;t may. ~.e 
viewed at the office of the State Engineer. 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

I I ~ (-

, ., , •. r\ . '. ". , 

Application 3581.2 was fi,led by Jewel1e _G.' ,and George.Pannan on 
Augus t 24, 1-978, to app,r;opri a te 51,0 c. f. s. of underground wa ter for 
irrigation purposes. The point of diversion is within the NW~ SW~ 
Section 5, T25N, R53E, MDB&M, and ·the place'lo-fi. use is 320 acr.es wi,thin 
the SW~, SE~ mj~,. SW~ NE~, W~ SE~ of Secti1on: 5, . T25N. R53E, MDB&M.' 

" " ; " , , 
Application 36312 was filed by T. Milton Thompson on December 18, 

1978, to appropri a te 4.0 c. f. s. oJ underground wa ter for i rri ga ti on and 
domestic purposes. The point of diversion is within the SE~ NE~ Section 9, 
T24N, R5~E .• ,MD~&M, and "the place. of ,use is .• 2flO,."',acr,es wHhi·n the,Sls: NE~;. 
N!s SE~ of ,sect:ion 9; SW~ SW~, of Section 10.;' NW}4 ·NW!a: of Secti,on J,5, all 
in T24N, R54E, MDB&M. 1, .. , .. . 

I I 

Applications 35812 and 3631'2 were filed to appropriate water from 
an underground source within the Diamond Valley Ground Water Basin, 
Eureka County, Nevada. as designated and described by the Orders of the 
State Englneer issued August 5, 1964, and August 28, 1964. ?J 

III 

Notice of Curtailment of Water Appropriation within the Diamond 
Valley Ground Water Basin was issued "by the Order of the State Engineer 
on December 22, 1975, Order No. 541. This order provides: 

"1. All applications filed to appropriate water from the Oiamond 
Valley, Ground Water Basin north of the South Boundary Li,ne of 
Township 22 North, MDB&M will be considered for approval on an 
individual basis and on their own merits. 
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2. All applications filed to appropriate water for irrigation of 
add; tional lands wi thin that portion pf the designated area of 
Diamond Valley South of the South Boundary Line of Township 22 
North MDB&M that have not had.a previ,Ous water fight lost 
through forfe; ture wi 11 be denied. ' 

3. All applications filed to appropriate water for irrigation 
purposes on lands in Diamond Valley that had a prev;,ous water 
fight lost through forfeiture will be considered for approval 
on an i-ndi'.vi'dual b.~s.;s and on tneir:own merit. II 11 

:. J,. , .. 

IV 

Notice of Curtailment.of Water Appropriation within the Diamond 
Va1ley Ground Water Basfn was issued by Order of the Scate Engineer on 
July 10, 1978, orde~_~.o,'.f~7:!_ITh{iStOJf:d\~r:~rov1d.es: 

. \, .. ~~ ¥.~ ,. It ' 

"1. All applications filed ;after" the date of this order to appropriate 
ground water for i.r.rigation··of lands within the Diamond Valley 
Ground ~Iater Basin that have not had a previous water right 
lost through forfei ~ure wi'll be denied. 

2. All applica·tions fileq 01) or. before December 31. 1978. co 
appropriate ground water. -Jor i'rrigation purposes on lands in 
Diamond Valley that had 'a previous water right lost through 
forfeiture will be cons·idered for approval on an individual 
basis and on their own·/me.rit.?\ :: 

3. All applications filed after December 31, 1978, to appropriate 
ground water for irrigation purposes on any land wi thin the 
Diamond Valley Ground Water Basin will be denied." 11 

V 

Ground water recharge in the Diamond. Valley area is derived primarily 
from precipitation which falls withi.n the basin hydrologic boundaries. 21 
The perennial yield (the maximu~ amount of water of usable chemical 
quality that can be withdrawn and consumed economically each year for an 
indefinite period of time) is estimated to be 30,000 acre-feet. §j 

VI 

The estimated consumpt.ion of ground water by-'irrigation within 
Diamond Valley for 1977 exceeded 30,000 acre-feet. ZI The total existing 
rights to appropriate underground water in the Diamond Valley amounted 
to 147,924.75 acre-feet on May'17, 1982. ~ 

CONCLUSIONS 

I 

The State Engineer has jurisdiction of the parties and the subject 
matter of this action. 21 

, 

. ,'. 



.. ' "1' .". ,: ., 

II 
I' , I 
I 
,I 

,;1 

r 
I 

II 
, ,.:-.j 

'Tine 'Sta te Engi neer is prohi bi ted bV law from granti n9 a pennit" /.' / ,',.r .... ;~~< ,-~':'" 
whe're: ~ .',"' , '. . V, -' .. ~ . .;, \....- t'._-, 

, ""'~ '-1 .. " , 
A. There is no unappropriated w~'~,~~r' pt -the props oed source, or . .""-':' .~." 

B. The proposed use conf1i.~~s with eXl's"ting rights, or 

C. The proposed use threate~~'\ to prove detrimental, to the public 
welfare, lQI 

I I I 
,." . " .... ".' " 

If'Applications 35"8\12 and: 36312:'a're gra'n.ied, adpitional withdrawals 
would I;>e made 'on the grot~d water 'res"e'r'Voir": .r The additional wi thdrawals 
and. c?nsumpt~on would ~~moye wa~~.r~:f,~6m'}thei:,~r,o~.~d w~Fer reservo~r .. Th~ 
add, t 1 ana 1 Wl thdrawa 1 sand _consump;t.,oPof underground. wa ter for 1 rn ga t 1 on 
wou 1 d,' therefore, confH'c tf wi~th 'e,)(iis' ~i rigl r~{~h ts "and ttirea ten to prove 
detr~imen,tal to the public welfare~':" . . .', ,~., "\r~' ," )f"" ( 

: .. .,; " .. l,.>', ''.I.; j" 

,RULrNGt," . 
" .:;.,.. .' . 

Applications 35812 '~nd 3q1Z ,are i't;ler,e...,i th denied on the grounds 
that the appropriati:OI! of additional' ,url'8e,rground water for irrigation 
wou 1 d tend to j mpai' r ~he va' ue .or ex i slfng' ri ghts, and wou 1 d be de trimen ta 1 
to the public inte.rest and we:l~ra,re' ,withim"the Oi'amond Valley. Ground 
Water~Basin. " ~,'_ :': ','t~, ' 

, " 

.RGM/GB/ja 

Dated this 4:th day' 

of OCTOB'ER 
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FOOTNOTES 

L Public records in the office of the State ~ng; neer. 

2, Public records in the offi ce of the State Engineer. 

3. Public records in the off; ce of the Sta~e Eng; neer. 

4. Pub 1; c records in the office of the State Eng; neer. 

5. Water Resources-Bulletin No. 35, pp. 23. 

6. I-Iater Resources-Bulletin No, 35, pp. 56, 

7, Public records in the offi c'i~ of trye S ta te Engineer. 

8. Public records in the offi ceo of the State Engineer. 

9. NRS 533.025 and 533.030, subsectlon L 

10. NRS 533.370, subsection 3. .. 
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