
IN THE MATTER-OF APPLICATION 45144) 
FILED TO APPROPRIATE THE WATERS OF) 
AN UNDERGROUND SOURCE IN DWIOND ) 
VALLEY, EUREKA COUNTY, NEVADA ) 

RULING 

GENERAL 

Application 45144 was filed to appropriate underground water in Diamond 
Valley for irrigation .purposes. 

In 1968. 'Water Resourc"es Bulletin No. 35, "Hydrologic Response to 
Irrigation; Pumping in Diamond Valley, .Eureka and Elko Counties,' Nevada, 
1950-1965" by J.R. Harrill and R.D. Lamke was prepared cooperatively by the 
Nevada Department 'of Conservation and, Natural 'Resources and the 
U.S. Department of the Interior, Geo'logical Survey .. A copy of this report may 
be reviewed in the office of the 'State' :Engineer. 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

Application 45144' was filed on .December 18, 1981, by Beverly A. Russell 
to appropriate 5.4 c.f.s. of the waters of an underground source to be 
diverted within the SEa SW! Section 28, T.23N., R.54E., M.D.B.&M., to be used 
for the irrigation of 320 acres of land in the S! of said Section 28. 11 

The land to be irri'gated lies within that area designated and described 
as the ·Diamond Valley Ground Water Basin by Orders of the State Engineer 
Nos. 277 and 280 signed on August 5, 1964. and August 28, 1964. respectively. 
y 

The perennial yield 
acre-feet per annum. 3/ 

- -

of the ground water reservoir is approximately 30,000 
, .. ! 

, -

Notice of Curtailment of Water Appropriation within'the Diamond Valley 
Ground 'Water Basin was issued by Order of the State Engineer' on December 22, 
1975. This order provides: 

"1. All applications filed to appropriate water f.rom the Diamond Valley 
Ground Water Basin north of ~he .~outh. Boundary Une of Township 22 
North, M.D.B.&M., will be considered for approval on' 'an individual 
basis and on their own merits. 

2. All applications filed to appropriate water for irrigation of 
additional lands within that portion of the designated area of 
Diamond Valley south of the South Boundary Line of Township 22 
North, M. D. B' .. &M.. tha t have not had a prev; ous wa ter. ri ght lost 
through forfeiture will be denied. 

3. All applications filed to appropriate water for irrigat'ion purposes 
on lands in Diamond Valley that had a previous water right lost 
through forfeiture will be considered for approval on an individual 
basis and on their own merit." ~/ 
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Notice of Curtailment of Water Appropriation within the Diamond Val1ey 
Ground ~later Basin was issued by Order of the State Engineer on July 10, 1978. 
This order provides: 

"l. All applications filed after the date of this order to appropriate 
ground water for irrigation of lands within the Diamond Val ley 
Ground Water Basin that have not had a previous water right lost 
through forfeiture will be denied. 

2. All app 1; cat; cns fil ed on or before December 31. 1978, to 
appropriate ground water for irrigation purposes on lands in Diamond 
Valley that had a previous water right lost through forfeiture will 
be considered for approval on an individual basis and on their own 
merits. 

3. All applications filed after December 31, 1978, to appropriate 
ground water for irriga,tion purposes on any land within the Diamond 
Valley Ground Water Basin, will be denied. II if 

In every year from 1978 through 1981~ both the number of irrigated acres 
and the estimated amount of pu.mpa,ge have increased; and in each of these 
years, the estimated pumpage e'xceeded the est;mate~ perennial yield. The 
estimated pumpage in 1981 was 71,744 acre-feet. 6/ 

CDNCLUS IONS 

The State Engineer has jurisqiction of the parties and the subject matter 
of this action. Z! 

RULING 

App 1 i ca ti on 45144 is hereby den i ed on the grounds tha t the grant i n9 of 
the water right to irrigate additional land within the designated Diamond 
Valley would conflict with existing rights and threaten to prove detrimental 
to the public welfare in this area where pumpage exceeds the estimates of 
perennial yield. 

PGM/KN/ja 

Dated this 29th day of, 

_---"AP"'RiJIl.l _____ , 1982. 
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Peter G. Morros 
State Engineer 
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FOOTNOTES 

Public'records in the State Engineer's Office. 

State Engineer's Order Nos. 277 and 280. 

Water Resources Bulletin No. 35, p. 56. 

State Eng; neer "5 Order No. 54!. 

State Eng; neer' s Order No. 717. 

Pumpage inventory for Diamond Valley. 

NRS 533.370. 
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