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IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION NUMBER 45083 
FILEO TO APPROPRIATE THE WATERS OF AN 
UNDERGROUND SOURCE IN THE'MIDDLE REESE 
RIVER VALLEY, LANDER COUNTY, NEVADA 
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INTRODUCTION 

RULING 

Application 45083 was filed in the State, Engineerls office November 
25, 1981 to appropriate underground .water for irrigation purposes in 
Middle Reese River Val1ey~ Lander County, Nevada. 

In 1963. Water Resources - Re'connaissanc;:e Series Repor~ 19 by E. G. 
Crothwaite, was prepared cooperatively by the Nevada Department of Con­
servation and Natural! Resources, Division ot'.Water Resources and the 
U.S. Department of.the Interior, Geological Survey. 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

I 

Appli,ation 450~3 was filed on November 25, 1981 by the Smitley,­
K~yser Rartch to appropr'iate 1. 5 c. f. 5., of the waters of an ,undergrou'nd 
,so~rce to' be Li,'s"ed for Irrigation purposes on 46.47 acres in portions of 
the NW~ NW~, SW~ NW",NW~ SW~ all in Section 30, T.26N., R.43£., M.'D.B.&M. 
The proposed point of divers:ion is located. within the SW~ SW~ Sect'ion 
30, T.26N., R.43E., M.O.B.&M. l! ' ,,' 

II 

Application 45083 was filed to appropriate water from an underground 
source with; n the Mi ad,l. e Reese Va 11 ey Ground Water Bas in. Lander County. 
Nevada as deSignated and described by order of the State Engirieer~ 

,Augus t 5", 1964. l! . .' -. , ...... _ .. 
III 

The estimated perennial yield of the Middle Reese Valley ground 
water basin is 14,000 acre-feet per year .. y 

IV' 

Certificates of appropriation have been issued with the Middle 
Reese Valley ground water basin ln the amount of 51.463.92 acre-feet per 
year and permits have been granted within the basin which allow for the 
diversion of an additional 5131 acre-feet' per year. There are. there­
fore a total of 56.594.92 acre-feet of water right currently appropriated 
from the ground water basin. II .' 

V 

ShOUld application 45083 be granted1and subsequent development of 
groundwater under this permit detrimentally affect prior groundwater 
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rights, the State Engineer ;s required by law to 
restr~cted' to conform to priority r.ights. 1I[ 

CONCLUSIONS 
, \ 

'. 
order wi th'drawa 1 5, 

1. The State Engineer has jurisdiction of the 
matter of thi 5 act; on. 11._ j 

.. , 

partles and the subject 

2. The State Engineer ;s prohibited by law :t:rom grantingJa permit 
where: 

a. There j 5 no unappropri'ated 'water 
t '> , , 

at the ~,proposed ·source. or 

b. The proposed USe confl;cts~with exis;ting rights, or 

c. The proposed use threa\ens tQ.:prove Idetrimental to the public 
welfare. 21 

3. Existing water rights for the:.'Middle Reese V.alley Ground Water 
Basin exceed the estimated pote~;ti-?l Jjech,'!.rge from precipHat.ion. The 
potential exists for ad,ditiona-l" p.u·mpa;ge unde~ existing groundwater 
rights which have not yet been .deve;l·ope~1. 'Tq grant additional water 
rights for irrigation from this 1 inkteq tground water reSource would' 
adversely'affect existing rights.arid threat.en to prove detrimental to 
the public we1far~. -~::-

4. The State Engineer is au{horized alJ~_ diJ;'ected to designate pre.:. 
ferred uses of water within desi.gnated ground 'water -areas such as Middle 
Reese Va,l1ey. 6/ The consump.iJve use of addjtjpnal groundwater for 
irrigat1'on.is not consider:e-(j to"be a preferred use of the limited ground 
wafer resources of the Middle Reese Valley Ground Water Basin. . .. .. I 
5. The State Engineer is authorized to' deny applications without publi­
cation in groundwater basins where pre-vious applications have been denied 
or rejected for a similar ~~e. II 

RULING 

Application 45083 is herewith denied on; the grounds that the appro­
priation of unde.rground water for irr.igatio.n: would tend to impair the" 
value of existing rights and would be detrimental to the public interest 
and welfare.' . 

PGM/GT/bt 

DATEO THIS 30th DAY OF 

_",MA.::R:,,:C,,-H _____ , 1982. 

Resp'ectively Submitted, 

GJ2.~·~ 
PETER G. MORROS 
Stat!e Eng; neer 
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FOOTNOTES 

l. 

2. 

Public Records in the Office of the State Engineer. 

Water Resources Reconnaissance Report 19. 0.16. 

3. NRS 534.110, Subsections 3 and 6. 

4. NRS 533.025 and NRS 533.030, Subsection 1. 

5. NRS 533.370, Subsection 4. 

6. NRS 534.120, Subsection 2. 

7. NRS 533.370 (3) and Public Records in the Office of the State 
Engineer. 


