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IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATIONS ·33178,) 
33179, 33180, 33181, 33182, 33183, ) 
33184, 33185, 35134, 35135, 35136, ) 
35137,35138,35139,35140,35141, .) 
35194,35195,35196,35197,35222, ) 
35223, 35224, 35828, 35829, FILED TO) 
APPROPRIATE UNDERGROUNO WATERS IN" ) 
PENOYER VALLEY, LINCOLN COUNTY, ) 
NEVADA ) 

INTRODUCTION 

RULING 

Application 33178 was filed by Margaret·L. Sills .on August 17,1977, to 
appropriate 2.7 c':f.s. of underground water for irrigation and domestic 
purposes. The pOint of diversion is within the NW! NH! Section 4. T.25., 
R.5SE., M.D.B.& M .• and the place of use is 160 acres within the N\H of said 
Section 4. . 

Application 33179 was filed by Norman A:Sills.on August 17, 1977 to 
appropriate 2.7 c.f.s. of underground water' for irrigation' and- domestic 
purposes. The point of diversion is within the NW! SW! Section 4, T.25., 
R.SSE., M.D.B.& M., and the place of use is 160 acres within the SW* of said 
Sect i cm 4. 

',. ·It 

Application -33180 was filed by; Rebecca l. Stardig on August 17, 1977 to 
approp"ri a te 2.7 c'. f . s. of underground water for ; rri gat i on and domest i c 
purposes.' The point of diversion is within the NW! NW! Section 22. T.25., 
R.SSE., M.D.B.& M., and the place of use is 160 acres within the NW! of said 
Sectioh 22. 

Application 33181 was filed by Elsie Seals on August. 17·, 1977 to 
approprtate 2.7 c.f.s. of underground \vater for irrigation and domestic 
purpo'ses.· The point of diversion is within the NW! SWi Section 3, T.2S .• 
R.S5E .• M.D.B.& M., and the p"ace of use is 160 acres within the SW! of said 
Section 3. 

Application 33182 was filed by Betty' lJ. Kragerud on August 17, 1977 to 
appropri,ate 2.7 c.f.s. of underground water for irrigation.and, domestic 
purpos·es. The point of diversion ;s within the N\oJ! NW! Section 9, T.2S .• 
R.S5E., M.D.B.& M., and the place of use is 160 acres within the NW! of said 
Section 9. 

Application 33183 was filed by Gary E. Kragerud on August 17, 1977 to 
appropriate 2.7 c.f.s. of underground water for irrigation: and domestic 
purposes. The point of I,diversion is within the NW! NWi Section 3, T.2S., 
R.5SE., M.D.B.& M .• and the place of use is 160 acres within the NtH· of said 
Section 3. 

'.', 

Application 33184 was filed by Myrna L. Sills on August 17,1977 to 
appropriate 2.7 c.f.s. of underground water for irrigation and domestic 
purposes. The point of diversion is within the NWi SEI Section 4. T.2S., 
R.SSE., M.D.B.& M., and the place of use is 160 acres within. the SEa of said 
Section 4. 
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Application 33185 was filed by Donald Norman Sills on August 17, 1977 to 
appropriate 2.7 c.f.s. of underground water for irrigation and domestic 
purposes. The point of diversion is within the NW! NEa Section 4, T.25., 
R.SSE., M.D.B.& M., and the place of use ;s 160 acres within the NEl of said 
Section 4. 

Application 35134 was filed by Mrs. Gordon C. Bennett on March 16, 1978 
to appropriate 5.4 c.f.s. of underground water for irrigation purposes. The 
pOint of diversion is within the SW! SEa Section 5, T.4S .• R.SSE., M.D.B.& M., 
and the place of use is 321 acres within the E1 of said Section 5. 

Application 35135 was filed by Nevada Farms, Inc. on March 16, 1978 to 
appropriate 5.4 c.f.s. of ,underground water for irrigation purposes. The 
point of diversion is within the NW! SW! Section 31, T.3S., R.SSE., 
M.D.B.& M., and the place of use is 320 acres within the W! of said Section 
31. 

Application 3S136 was filed by Nevada Farms, Inc. on March 16, 1978 to 
appropriate S.4 c.f.s. of underground water for irrigation purposes. The 
point of diversion fs within the SW! NW! Section 2S, T.3S., R.54E., 
M.D.B.& M., and the place of use is 240 acres within the NE! and S' NW! of 
said Section 2S . 

'Application 35137 was filed by Oscar V. Bennett, Jr. on March 16, 1978 to 
appropriate S.4 c.f.s. of underground water for irrigation purposes. The 
point of diversion is within the SW! SW! Section 29, T.3S., R.SSE., 
M.D.B.& M., and the place of use is 320 acres within the W! of said 
Section 29. 

Application 35138 was filed by O. V. Bennett, Jr. on March 16, 1978 to 
appropriate 5.4 c.f.s. of underground water for irrigation purposes. The 
point of diversion is within the SW! SEa Section 28, T.3S., R.SSE., 
M.D.B.& M., and the place of use is' 320 acres within the SEa and SEa NE! of 
said Section 28. 

Application 35139 was filed by O. V. Bennett, Jr. on March 16, 1978 to 
appropriate 5.4 c.f.s. of underground water for irrigatio.n purposes. The 
point of diversion ;s within the SW! SW! Section 28, T.3S., R.SSE., 
M.D.B.& M., and the place of use is 160 acres within the SW! of said 
Section 28. 

Application 35140 was filed by O. V. Bennett, Jr. on March 16, 1978 to 
appropriate 5.4 c.f.s. of underground water for irrigation purposes. The 
point of diversion is within the SW! NW! Section 33, T.3S., R.SSE., 
M.D.B.& M., and the place of use is 320· acres within the W! of sa,id 
Section 33. 

Application 3S141 was filed by Nevada Farms, Inc. on March 16, 1978 to 
appropriate 5.4 c.f.s. of underground water for irrigation purposes. The' 
point of diversion is within the SEa SW! Section 36, T.3S., R.5SE.., 
M.D.B.& M., and the place of use is 200 acres within the SW! and NW! SEa of 
said Section 36. 
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Application 35194 was filed by Hugh Gene, Ruth Maxine, J. p .. and 

Bertha R. Marion on March 20, 1978 to appropriate 2 . .7 c.f:s. of underground 
water for irrigation purposes. The point of diversion is within the SW! NW! 
Section 24, T.3S., R.54E:, M.D.B.& M., and the place of use is 169 acres 
within the NW! of said Section 24. 

. 
Application 35195 was filed by Hugh Gene, Ruth Maxine, J. P. and 

Bertha R. Marion on March 20, 1978 to appropriate 2.7 c.f.s. of underground 
water 'for irrigation purposes. The point of diversion is within the SW! NEi
Section 24, T.3S., R.54E., M.D.B.& M., and the place of use is 160 acres 
within the NE! of said Section 24. 

Application 35196 was filed by Hugh Gene, Ruth Maxine •• 1. P. and 
Bertha R. Marion on March 20, 1977 to appropriate 2.7 c.f.s. of underground 
water for irrigation purposes. The point of diversion is within the SW! SW! 
Section 24, T.3S., ·R.54E., M.D.B.& M., and the place of use is 160 acres 
within the SW! of said Section 24. 

Application 35197 was filed by Hugh Gene, Ruth Maxine •• 1. P. and 
Bertha R. Marion on ~1arch 20. 1978 to appropriate 2.7 c.f.s. of underground 
water for irrigation purposes. The p,oint of diversion is within the SW! SEt 
Section 24. T.3S., R.54E., M.D.B'.& .M., and the place of use is 160 acres 
within the SEt of said Section 24. -

Application 35222 was filed by WilliamW. Pidcoe, Jr. on March 27, 1978 
to appropriate 5.4 c.f.s. of underground water for irrigation and domestic 
purposes. The point of diversion is within the SW! SW! Section 3, T.4S .• 
R.55E., M.D.B.& M., and the place of use is 320 acres within the SW" Sl NW', 
lots 3 and 4 of said Section 3. 

Application 35223 was filed by Anne G. Pidcoe on March 27,1978 to 
appropriate 5.4 c.f.s. of underground water for irrigation and domestic 
purposes. The point of diversion is within the SW! SEt Section 4, T.4S., 
R.55E., M.D.B.& M., and the place of use is 320 acres within the SE!, S' NEt, 
lots 1 and 2 of said Section 4. 

Application 35224 was filed by William W. Pidcoe on March 27, 1978 to 
appropriate 5.4 c.f.s. of underground water for irrigation and domestic' 
purposes. The point of diversion is within the SW! S\~* Section 4, T.4S .• 
R.55E., M.D.B.& M., and the place of use ;s 320 acres within the SW!, S-i NW!. 
Lots 3 and 4 of said Section 4. 

Application 35828 was filed by George C. Engelmann on August 30, 1978 to 
appropriate 2.7 c.f.s. of underground water for irrigation and domestic 
purposes. The point of diversion is within the SW! NE! Section 2, T.4S., 
R.55E.. M.D.B.& M., and the place of use is 160 acres within the NEL Lots I, 
2, 3 SW' of said Section 2. 

Application 35829 was filed by George C. Engelmann on August 30, 1978 to 
appropriate 7.0 c.f.s. of underground water for irrigation and domestic 
purposes. The point of diversion ;s within the NW! NWi Section 8. T.4S., 
R.55E .• M.D.B.& M., and the place of use is 320 acres within the Nt NW! of 
said Section 8 and the S' NW' and SW' Section 5, T.4S., R.55E., M.D.B.& M. 
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In 1974, Water Resources - Reconnaissance Series Report 60, "Water 
Resources Appraisal of Railroad and Penoyer Valley, East-Central Nevada:',', by 
A. S. Van Oenburgh and. F. Eugene ·Rus<I:i." w,as Rrep'a,~ed .. cooperatively by the 
Nevada Department of C.onseifv:attqn. '~·~d,,.~atur~l,R~s.o~u}q~.~·; Division O'f Water 
Resources and U. S. Department of -Interior, Geological Survey. This report is 
ayailable in the State' Engin~er's .Dff,ice. 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

T, 

The subject applications were timely protested by Union Carbide 
Corporation. L! 

I I 

Ground water recharge in the Penoyer Valley area is provided by 
precipitation in the mountainous areas, with th.e water .reaching the 
valley-fill reservoirs by seepage los.~.frqm·~trearps on the alluvial slopes and 
by 'underflow from the consoli,dat~d: tG(¥S"~ . . Lt, The',estimated recharge to 
Penoyer Valley is 4,300 acre-feeL' lJ~~r.~e, estimated perennial yield of 
Penoyer Valley is 4,000 acre-feet. 4:'"/ '~"., 

-,-;! . 

i'HI 

Ground water appropriations in Penoyer Valley for irrigation,purposes 
could be ·used to· divert as mut;:h as 14,600 acre-teet" per year to irrigate 3,340 
acres, Ground water' appropriations fo,r other uses···may be used to divert an 
additional 3,900·acre-feet per year. Beneficial use has been proved and 
certHi cates of, appropri ati on issued for a tota.l pumpage of 12,9,00 acre-feet 
per year. Present permitted rights ,total an additional 5,600 acre-feet per 
year. D 

IV 

Should additional water be allowed for appropriation and subsequent 
development of ground water pursuant thereto detrimentally affect prior ground 
water rights, the State Engineer i,s required by law to order withdrawals be 
restricted to conform to priority rights. ~ 

CONCLUSIONS 

If the subject applications were granted, additional lands would be 
irrigated. This would resu'lt in additional consumptive use by farmland 
irrigation. The additional withdrawals and consumption would remove water 
from the ground water reservoir which would not be replaced resulting in 
depletion of the ground water reservo·ir. The additional withdrawals and 
consumption of underground water for irrigation would, therefore, conflict 
with existing rights· and threaten to prove detrimental to the public welfare. 

RULING 

Appl; cat; ons ,33178, 33179, 33180, 33181, 33182, 33183, 33184, 33185, 
35134,35135,35136,35137,35138,35139,35140,35141, 35194, 35195, 35196, 
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35197,35222, 35223,35224,35828 and 35829 are hereby denied on the grounds 
that their granting would tend to impair the value of existing rights and 
threaten to prove detrime~tal to the public welfa-re. 

PGM/TKG/dh 

Dated th is 29th day 

of October 1981. 

,\ , 

~\z~ 
Peter G. Morros 
State Eng; nee{ , 
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FOOTNOTES 

Public records in the State Engineer's Office. 

Water Resources-Reconnaissance Series Report 60, p. 18. 

Water Resources-Reconnaissance Series Report 60, p. 21. 

4. Water Resources-Reconnaissance Series Report 60, p. 36. 

5. Public records in the State Engineer's Office. 

6. NRS 534.110, subsections 3 and 6. 


