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" TO APHROPR1ATE UNDERGROUND. WATER IN r·,· .' , .". . '. ,."", '.' . 
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CHURCHILL COUNTIES, NEVAOA 
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INJRODUCT,ION, '., ~ . I 
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. ';'". ;." d~,:. • ,". ",I _ ',: 

. ,I n 1962, Reconna i s,san:ce .~er'i.e.s ~~port No. ,9·, "~round~ ~?t.er. ~ppra,i sa 1 
of Gabbs Valley, Mineral and Nye Counties, Nevadan by Thomas W. Ea,kin. 
was prepared. cQoper?t i vff JY'i by,. t~,~t .~e.V,ada ,Dep,~r~e.n:~fl of fQn~~FY~ t 1P!:l ?!,!,d 
Na tural Re~~.yrces a!ld. th,ell y .• Si~,· p~p.a r~f!1gnt pif,- the. J ~,teri or!'lIp~Q~pgi ca,l)". 
Surv,ey ... , Jh,i,s rep.of~' m,ay, b,e v~;.~w,~.~ in. th,e ~tg)te . .' E~gli ne,er; ,I'~ ,qffli~~ ~ 

". " ' 

_ ,_,/1; , '", ... : ,1 i ~ 
'w FINDINGS' OF, F~CT 

"i - ',.' I '." . 

, ,,, " . " 

,', ~ " ~ " :.1":"1,; ".'.! ,: \I!: ~" fc' ('! I ",d i \ .. : ,:':.; ~"': •. :, 'If' 

, AppJ.i ca ti on~2?42" We;S: f;i!l edS~¥ ~hP~~e, A .• Sud9~.rt~ Rr,~~ly ',r 1980 , "t9 
apPt:'opriate 6.0 c. f.s. of undergr:ound, water ,for ;rr;gationn~urRoseSr; The 

,point of()diversion is Wi'thin 'the"S'E~ SWl-,s'of Section 33~'T'.12N."·R.34E., 
M.D.B.& M .• and the place of use is 160 acres within the SW\ of said 
Secti~!h,33,. ",., .. ,:, 

, " , "t.l 'J 11l(~ ,"",' , ' ,,,' l ·'I~·'.'· . 

. , App,l,; ca ti on 4?7 4~f' w~,~,~ f,iJ'.E!d by, !.-,aq~y. R. ': ~e 11 ~r:, 9~ . Oct9~~r ~~;, l~~O, 
to appr,op,t:'iate 5.4 c; •. f.,s. ,of ,.un~~rgr9und Wqt~r fqr,~1r,pgat'lon anq domes
tic PUI'j',g<?ses. 1he,p~;rt ,o-f ~iM~r~,i~~ i,s .w~~~in the SW~ NE~ of Section 
20. T.11N., R.34E., M.D.B~& M. and the place of use ;s 320 acres in the 
~~ of .. saig"SgctiQn 40 .. ".,: .~'. t?l;, .' . .-' .. '" ,~~ ~ .. , ~ ...... : '1~j .. l 

,',' .:' .... r~. ,,' .\ .• . ' • _c', " '...-:.J',<'.. . 
" ,;~ppljc,ation 4274~;wa,s;fj,]edby John, ~.",~el)er .~r,O~tgber 29" 19~0 

to appropri a,te 5.4 c .. f. s .. of underground :~at~r. f~r i rr; gat; on and domes
tic pilrposes. The point of diversion' is within the NW~ S~J~ Section 20. 
T,.lIN, " R. 34~. ~ M.D .,11. & M~. 1 and,. ttae p 1 aceK,of ,u;;e j s ,320 acr:es withi ,"!. the 
S~ of.:s~i9 Section 20 .. , . ,r. ': r·-. " ... ' 

· .... 1 ! . l: ' t, ~. ", " 

App 1'; ca t; on 42748 was' fil ~d lby Bobby R.· Merritt' on October 29: 1980 
to appropriate 5.4 c.f.s. of underground water for irrigation and domes
tic,p.urp9s,es.:.Jhe'jp.oi~t pt Rtv~r~ion i~ within ;b~;~WJ..iI)~E~.:S~~ti8n 16~ 
T.lIN,., R. 31lL ~ ~.p~·B;.& M. ard,... the .pJ~ce of use 1~ 1 g~Oi\il:Cr.~? Wl thln the 
N~ of said Section 16. ;.\. .,,' 
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Application 42749 was filed by Lynn S. Verbeck on October 29, 1980, to 
appropriate 5.4 c.f.s. of un,derground water for irrigation and domestic pur
poses. The point of diversjon is within -the SW!,j: SW!,j: Section 16. T.llN., 
R.34E .• M.D.B.?A M., and the- place of use is 320 acres within the SW!,j: of said 
Section 16. and also within the SE!,j: of Section 17, T.1IN., R.34E., M.D.B. & M. 

Application 43353 was filed by Clarence B. Slusher on March 17, 1981, 
to appropriate 5.4 c.f.s. of underground water for irrigation purposes. The 
point of diversion is within the SW!,j: SW!,j: Section 16. T.12N., R.36E., M.D.B.& M. 
and the place of use is 320 acres within the SW!,j:, W~ SE!,j: of said Section 16 
and also within the N~ of the SE!,j: of Section 17, T.12N., R.36E., M.D.B.& M. 

Application 43493 was filed by Kathleen Helen Swickard on April 10, 1981 
to appropriate 5.4 c.f.s. of undergroundtwa·ter' for irrigation purposes. The 
point of diversion is within the SE~ NW!,j: of Section 20. T.12N., R.36E.~ 
M.D.~.& M. and the plac;:e ?f use i:~~3_20 ac_it~,~~ w,ithin the NW!,j:, N~ NE!,j: of said 
Sectlon 20, and also wlthln the S~,:\8El.:i Se-ctl0n 17, T.12N., R.36E., M.D.B.& M. 

" ," C', 

Application 43494 was filed by Gary L. Swickard on April 10, 1981 to 
appropriate 5.4 c. f.s. of underground 'wate'r for irrigation purposes._ The 
point of diversion is within the -SEl.:i Sl~l.:i Section 3, T.12N., R.36E., M.D.B.& M., 
and the place of use is 320 acres within the·S-Wl.:i SWl.:i, E~ SWl.:i, SEl.:i, SEl.:i NEl.:i 
of said Section 3. 

Application 43495 was filed by Ivan L. Swickard on April 10, 1981, to 
appropriate 5.4 c.f.s. of underground I'later for irrigation purposes. The 
'point of diversion is within the SEl.:i NEl.:i Section 9, T.12N •• R.36E .• M.D.B.& M. 
and the place of use is 320':: acres w_ithin- the NE!,j: of said Section 9 and also 
within the NW~ Section 10, T.12N.;·R . .36E., M .. D~B.& M. 

> - ", \-

Application 43659 was ~fned b.Y' Kenneth L. -Sumner on April 10, 1981, to 
appropri ate 5.4 c. f. s. of u-ndergrou'nd--, water for i rri gati-on purposes. The 
point of diversion;s with{n Sect.ior;{3, T.llN., R.34E., M.D.B.& M. and the 
place of use is 320 acres within the' S~" oLs-aid Section 3. 

, ~ 1 

Application 43660 was filed by Willie ,M .. Keller on April 30, 1981, to 
appropriate 5.4 c.f.s. of underground l'Ia1_~,r...lor irrigation purposes. The 
point of diversion is within T.llN., R.3'tlE;·~ -M,.D.B.& M., and the place of 
use is 320 acres within the S~ of said Section 3. 

- • ,';'f _ .(':~:' "c 
';-. \. , .. 

Application 43660 was filed by l'lilHe. M:<:<Keller April 30, "1981, to 
appropr; ate 5.4 c. f. s. of undergr9~naf'\i/aJ~(:.:tf'or-- ; rri gati on purposes. The 
point of diversion is within T.12N., R;:36Ef;~,' 'M'.D.B.& M. and the place of use 
is 320 acres within ,the NEk Sec_tion 9 a"r)~(W~lso within the N\~l.:i Section 10. 

" (' ';""''' ... ~ 
I', ~l; .;., ",' '- -~ ,~,~ 

., 

1', -.' 
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Application 43684 was filed by Gail S. Baxter on May 6, 1981 to appro
priate 5.4 c.f.s. of underground water for irrigation purposes. The point 
of diversion ;s within T.12N., R.36E., M.O.B.& M., and the place of use 
is 320 acres within the NW!.;, N~ NE!;J Section 20 and -also the S!Z SEl:i of 
Section 17. 

Application 43913 was filed by Floyd Dale Reiher on June 17, 1981 to 
appropriate 5.4 c.f.s. of underground water for irrigation purposes. The 
point of diversion was not designated. The place of use is 320 acres 
within the S~ of Section 3. 

Application 43914 was filed by Dona M. 'Sharp on June 17, 1981 to appro
priate 5.4 c.f.s. of underground water for it-r.igation purposes. The point 
of diversion was not designated. The placercif use is 320 acres within the 
SE~ of Section 34 and also within the SW!:J:<!'of Section 35, T.13N., R.36E., 

,_,t", 

M.E.B.I M. 0 

Application 43915 was filed by "Glen ,R;~ Sharp on June 17. 1981 to appro
priate 5.4 c.f.s. of underground water fq".rirrigation purposes. The point 
of diversion was not designated. The place of use is 320 acres in the S~ 
NW!:i. and the SW!:i of Section 34, T.13N., R::-36E-.. and Lots 3 and 4 of 
Section 3, T.12N .• R.36E .• M.D.B.& M .. , .~', .. -. 

t • - ;0 
~ .... ~ " 

1 I 
, , 

The perennial yield from the, GabbslValley ground water reservoir is 
estimated by the U.S. Geological 'Survey to be 5,000 acre-feet of water per 
year. 11 

I!l 

Pennits and certificates have bee~ is_~I}Jed in Gabbs: Valley that could be 
used to withdraw over 14,600 acre-feet. qfA"'t0und water per year. y 

" >~. ,<, 

IV 

Applications 41642, 42~45, 42746, 42748, 42749, 43353, 43493, 43494, 
43495, 43659, 43660, 4368,~,,43913, 43914, a,nd .43915 are to appropriate under
ground water in an area.' o.f c"dncentrated exfsting water rights. These appli
cations are for irrigation of land that is contiguous to existing patented 
land with irrigation rights. 

CONCLUSIONS 

'I ' 

The State Engineer has jurisdiction of the parties and the subject 
matter of this action. 11 



II 
Ii 
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'- ~'" 
The State Engineer is prohibited by law,from granting a permit where:, 

'" a) There is no unappropriated water at the proposed source, of 

b) The proposed use conflicts with existing rights. or 

c) The proposed use threatens 
public welfare. y 

to prove detrimental to the 

I I I 

Existing wate:r r,ights .for grou'nd" wa't"~~, i.n Gabbs Valley exceed the 
estimated perennial yield for the Gabbs ,~v..~l~le.i 'ground water reservoir. These 
applications _are to ir.r:-A,gate_ an ?!:dditionq11'!!'46)40 acres and if permits were 
issued, an adaitional) 18,560.'acre":fe.et oft9~ound water could be diverted 
annually. ' ~ • .J ~~"4 

;~ t'.·" ' ,'r 
; ":., i1.iV· 

.',,~ • j. ... ¥Uf~ 

~, I 

7 ""i~ 
These applications are to divert ani:lAp:Rftopriate underground water on 

land adjacent to and near land wjt,h -existlbg~Wa::t;,er ·rights. The largest part 
of the existing underground wate-'r-.~rig'hts :'t~';-Ga6bs;_ Valley ;5 in the area of 
these applications and·to allow -t~;e$e .addftfonal diversions would contribute 
to- and acce 1 erate' dec 1 in; ng wateF,;·l eve 1 s' :1 n--~-th is' area of 1 ;mi ted recharge to 
the ground water reservoir. 

RULING , '-' 

Applications 416462, 42745, 42746,,4;2748, 42749, 43353, 43493, 43494, 
43495, 43659, 43660, 43684, 43913, 43914' 'lind 43915 are denied on the grounds 
that to grant additional-~a·ter:,.--;rights uri'ger<~he subject appl_;cations would 
confl i ct wi th ex i 5 t i ng ri ghts and thre-?Iten to prove det ri menta 1 to the pub 1 i c 
welfare. -, 

PGM-GTM-js 

Dated thi s __ 13_t_h_ day of 

August 1981 

-' 

. ,_. Respectfully submi tted. 

. ;:-}-::-), , a .\ .J.~ 
\.::_"_~~; -YLA 

"- ,-.- ~, " .. ' , -;",- ~ - Peter G. ,Morros -
,-",,*-, State Engineer 
. '''''''".;.$},j 
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FOOTNOTES 

Hater Resources - Reconnaissance Series Report No.9. 

Public records located within the office of the State Engineer. 

NRS 533.025 and 533.030, subsection 1. 

NRS 533.370, subsection 4. 
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'·t:,,? ~-'¥7 ." .. ,;-" " . 


