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IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATIONS 35410, ) 
35411': ANO 35412 TO APPROPRIATE WATER) 
FROM AN UNDERGROUNO SOURCE IN WARM ) 
SPRINGS VALLEY, WASHOE COUNTY, NEVADA) 

RULING 

INTRODUCTI ON 

Applications 35410, 35411, and 35412 were filed in the State Engineer's 
office to appropriate underground water for irrigation purposes in Warm 
Springs ,Valley, Nevada. 

, 'In 1967, Wa'ter Resources' Re(:'onnaiss~nce Seri'es' Report No. 43. 
Wate'r Resources 'Appraisal of the Warm' Springs. Lemmon Valley Area, 
Washoe' Cb'unty', NeVada>;-by F. Eugene Rush and Patrick A. Glancy was 
prepar-ed co'operativeli by the NelJada" Department' of Conservation and 
Naturitl·: Res'burces .. Di vi 5 i on of Wa'ter Resources',' and the U.S .. Dep'a'f.'t[llent 
of the Ihterior, Geological'Survey.' This report is available from the 
State Engineerls office. 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

I 

Application 35410 was filed by Ray F. and Gerda T. Hemenway on 
May 10, 1978, to appropriate 1.0 c.f.s. of underground water for irri­
gation purposes. The point of diversion is within the SE~ SE~ of 
Section 14, T.22N., R.21E., M.O.B. & M., and the place of use is 20, 
acres 'within the' SWJ..i SEJ..i,and Nls SEl:i SE~ of'Se~tion i4, T.22N., R.21E .• 
M.D.B. &"M. " 

Application 35411 was filed by Ray F. and Gerda T. Hemenway on May 
10, 1978. to appropriate 1.0 c. f .s. of unde,rground water for irrigation 
p,urposes." "The point of diverslon is''within<"the' SWJ..i SE.l;j: of Section 14. 
T.22N., R.21E., M.D.B. & M .• and the place of use is 20 acres within the 
SW.l;j: SEJ..i and N~ SEJ..i SE!:i of Section 14, T.22N., R.21E., M.D.B. & M. 

• , ' .' f 

Application 35412 was filed by Ray F. and Gerda T. Hemenway on 
May 10. 1978. to appropriate 1.0 c.f.s. of underground water' for irri­
gation purposes. The pOint of diversion within the SW.l;j: ~E~ of Sectiqn 14, 
T.22N' .• R.21E., M.D.B: &'M., and the place of use is' 20 acres within'the 
SW.l;j: SE!.i and "N~ SE!:i SE!:i of Section 14. T.22N .• R.21E., H.D.B. & M. 

I I 

By an order dated January "18, 1977; the State 
and described the warm' Springs 'Valley Ground' water 
provisions' df'-NRS 534. ?:../ 

, ' l~ t "J " I ' I ' 

I I I 

Engineer designated 
Basin under thE;! 

The perennial yield is the maximum amount of natural discharge that 
economically can be salvaged over the long term by pumping. 11 
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IV 

The estimated perennial yield of the Warm Springs Valley Ground 
Water Basin ;s 3.000 acre-feet. which assumes salvage of all discharge. 
y 

V 

Certificated ground water appropriations have been 'issued which 
could be exercised 'to divert 4,208 acre-feet of water per year from the' 
Warm Springs Valley Ground Water Basin. Permits have-been granted which 
could be used to develop an additional 3.096'acre~feet per year of 
ground water from the Basin .. T.herefore, the total .underground water 
rights ; n the Warm Spri ngs Va'~1ey' .. exceed 7,300 acre-feet annual 1y. §j 

VI 

Appl; cat; Dns to appropr; a.te underground .water to i rr; gate add; ti onal 
land have bee'n.denied in Warm Springs Valley. p/ 

.:, .. 

CONcluSIONS 

I 

The State Engineer has jurisdiction of the parties and the subject 
matter of this action. 11 

I I 

The State Engineer is prohibited by law from granting a permit 
where: 

A. there i's no unappropriated water in the proposed source, 

B. the proposed use confl i cts with existing rights, or 

or 

C. the proposed use threatens to prove detrimental to the public 
welfare. V 

'"'' " r'I.Ii·' . 
j.,.~ r~'r' 1 

" , .......... ' -

If Applications 35410, 35411, and 35412. ar:e granted, additional 
land would be irrlgated .or n:nd'that is Jrrigated only part time would 
'be irrigated more 'tt1'teQ,si:~/~Jy.,.;g,_n~ -frequently". <,;T:hi's would result in 
additional-consumptive use by farm land irrigation. The additional 
withdrawa 1 sand consumpti on woul,d remove -water from the ground water 
reservoir which:':": '. ~ -. '. . 
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would not be replaced resulting in depletion of the ground 
water reservoir. or 

B. would be replaced by infiltrating surface water that would 
otherwise remain in or return to the stream system. 

The additional withdrawal and consumption of underground water for 
irrigation would, therefore, conflict with prior existing rights and 
threaten to prove detrimental to the public welfare. 

IV 

Existing water rights exceed_ the estimated average annual recharge 
to the Warm Springs Valley"Sround"Water Bas;n. The potential exists for 

,- ';; , 

add it; ana' pumpage under: ex-; 5 ti n9 ·9 round water permits whi ch ha ve not 
yet been fully developed. 

V· 

The State Engineer ;s authorized and directed to designate preferred 
uses of water within the respective a(ea so designated by him such as 
the Warm Springs Valley Ground Water Basi,n. 9/ The consumptive use of' 
ground water to irrigate addit;,onal laryd is not considered to be a 
preferred use of the limited ground water resources of the Warm Springs 
Valley Ground Water Basin. 

RULING 
.... I' ,;""-' 

Applications 35410, 35411:·.~nd·354·l'i 'are denied on the grounds that 
the appropri ation of' underground' \·,i~ter'-·fhr" -i rri gat; on purposes. as 
a~plied for, would .. ~5'nflict wit~~n~.\~~n~ ~g.~impair ~he value of existing 
rlghts and be detr.lmental to the publllohnterest and'welfare. 

Respectfully submitted. 

~~X~ 
-Wi'11i am J. rt7m'~n ,/ - . 
State Engineer - '--'--~ 

WJN/RWPfjm 

Dated thi s _2_0Jh day 

of ______ ~JU~N~E~ __________ __ 1979. 
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FOOTNOTES 

in the off; ce of the State Eng; neer. 

in the office of the State Engineer. 

Reconnaissance Series Report No. 43, 

Reconnaissance Series Report No. 43, 

5. Public records in the office of the State Engineer. 

pp 48. 

pp 49. 

6. Public records in the office of the State Engineer. See denied 
Applications 26587, 26588, 26589, 26590, 26591, 26592, 26593, 
26594, and 32629. 

7. NRS 533.025 and NRS 533.030, subsection 1. 

8. NRS 533.370, subsection 4. 

9. NRS 534.120, subsection 2 . 
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