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IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATIONS ) 
33697, 35026 and 35.027 FILEO ) 
TO APPROPR·IATE THCWATERS.DF ) 
AN UNDERGROUND SOURCE IN EAGLE) 
VALLEY, CARSON CITY, NEVADA ) 

," , 

:!. 

INTRODUCTION 
.:' '\ n 

RULI'NG 

J 
~O 

···App1ications 33697, 3502"6· an·d 35027 were filed by Ararn and SteHa 
Har'ootuhjan to approprfa'te water fro'm'~m underground source 'in the- j' 

Eagle VaTl'ey Ground Water Salsfn. Cars'on"'City. Neva'da.· . 
- I <;'~ i > :l'. ,,' ,". 'l!:":' C'" ."t~ 

":-.. In,,~ig66 Wat~r ~es'ourc~s: - Reconnafssan"ce Serre"s R_eport 59 \>Jater'-
Reso'u'rce's Appraisal of the Carson 'River Basin; Western-' Nevada by Patrick ~ 
A. Glancy and T. L. Katzer was prepared cooperatively by the Nevada 
Depar'tment' of' Conse'rva'ti'O'pi" an'd Nat'u'ral 'Resources," Divi"sibn of Wat'er :,' 
Resource's and t~e. U:' S> Oe"partmeri-t of the Interi'or. Geologic'iU Survey. 
Thfs report is available in'the of-ffee of the' State Engineer. " ,. . .. . . . .• 'L," , , 

In 1978 Open File Report 79-261 Development,of a Relation For 
Steady-State Pumping Rate For Eagle Valley Ground Water Basin, Nevada 
by Freddy E. Arteaga and Timothy J. Durbin was prepared cooperatively by 
the Nevada Div.ision of W,ater Resources and the U. S. Geological Survey. 
Thjs report 1s availa~le in the office of the S'tate Engineer. " , 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

I 
.' " 

i, ' ' 

,Application 336,97 was filed by Aram and Stella Ha.rootunian' on . 
September 22, 19;77 to appropriate 5.4 c. f.s. of ,water from an underground 
source for irrigation and domestic purposes. The proposed point of diver
sion is described as within the SW 1/4 NE 1/4 of Section 7, T.15N., R.20E., 
M.D.B.& M. The place of use is described as 546 acres within a portion of 
the W 1/2 E 1/2 and. the W 1/2 of: Section 6 an~,a.portion of the NW 1/4 and 
a portion of theW 1/2 NE 1/,4 ,9,f, S.ecti9n 7 'J.a1)",jn T.15N., R, ~OE., M. D. B. & M. 

'-If ' 

A prates t to the ,grant i ng of App 1 i cation 33697 was fil ed by Ca rson City 
on June 6, 1978. The basis of the protest was that the proposed well loca
tion is. within 600 feet of a Carson City water line, within 3,000 feet of 
Carsor:J C.ity well, n,lJmbe~.; 6 and within 4,000 fe,et of Carson City. well nU1]l~er 
10 and that anoth,er well in this area may ac;!versel:y affect Carson City's 
water ri ghts .. 

App 1; cat i on 35026 was. Jil ed by Aram and Ste,l)l a Harootuni an on 
Febru~ry 23. 19'7a;~ to; i;p'pro'pr~,at.e 5.4 c:.:f.s .. o(:W:~.te"f',fro~ an' underground" 
sour:ce for irrigation ~nd ~omestic pur.pos~.s. Th~ proposed point of diver
sion i.s descr.ibed as within the SE 1/4 SW 1/4 of Section 6, L15N., R.20E.. 
M.O'.B,& M. The place of use is described as 546 acres within a portion of 
the W 1/2 E 1/2 and the W 1/2 of Section 6 and a portion of the NW 1/4 and 
a portion of the W 1/2 NE 1/4 of Section 7, all in T.15N., R.20E., M.D.B.& M. 
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'A protest to the granting of Application 35026 was filed by Carson 
City on June 6. 1978, the basis of the protest was that the proposed well 
location is within 1,600 feet of Carson City well number 10, within 
2,300 feet of Carson City well number 6 and that another well in this area 
may adversely affect Carson City's water rights. 

Application 35027 was filed by Aram and Stella Harootunian on 
February 23, 1978 to appropriate 5.4 c.f.s. of water from an underground 
source for irrigation and domestic purposes. The proposed point of diver
sion is described as within the SW 1/4 NW 1/4 of Section 6, T. 15N., R.20E", 
M.D.B.& M. The place 'of use is described as 546 acres within a portion of 
the W 1/2 E 1/2 and the I~ 1/2 of Section 6 and a portion of the NW 1/4 and 
a portion of the W 112 NE 1/4 of Section 7, all in r.l5N., R.20E., M.D.B.& M. 

A protest to the grant,ing of Application 35027 was filed by Carson City 
on June 6, 1978. The basis of the protest was that the proposed well loca
tion is within 4,000 feet of two Carson City wells, numbers 7 and 10, and 
that another well in this area lJlay ad-v-ersely a'ffect Carson City's water 
rights. 1I 

II 

By Order No. 424 dated February n, ,,1972, the State Engineer designated 
and described the Eagle Valley GrouQd Water Basin under the provisions of 
NRS 534. Y 

III 

It is estimated that the annual recharge to the ground water basin from 
natural precipitation is 6,700 acre-feet. 3( A consumptive withdrawal in 
excess of the natural recharge will deplete-the ground water reservoir. 

IV 

Existing certified and permitted ground water rights in the Eagle 
Valley Ground Water Basin for all purposes presently total in excess of 
6,700 acre-feet per year. ~ 

V 

A hearing in the matter of App,lications 33697, 35026 and 35027 proposing 
to appropriate water from the -EagJ:.e Valley Ground \~ater Basin for irrigation 
purposes was held by the State ,Eh1ii.reer on March 20, 1979. The applicants 
and the protestant were repres~nt~'d' at the hearing. Although much testimony 
was presented at the hearing, 'the~$ was no substantial evidence presented 
that would indicate that there wa,s -sufficient ground water available to supply 
the proposed diversions without,Gneating an unreasonable adverse effect on 
prior existing water rights or-'-:ex'f~'W;rg domestic wells. 2/ 
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VI 

The proposed points of diversion under Applications 33697, 35026 
and 35027 are located within the northwest portion of Eagle Valley in 
an area of scattered development _but in the area where municipal wells 
of Carson City are located. il 

V I I 

Withdrawal of water by Carson City from the well field near the 
Harootunian property ha~ resulted in significant declines in the static 
water level of the ground water reservoir. l! 

VI II 

An application to appropr"\~·t~' g):'ound water to irrigate additional 
land within the Eagle Va1-1.~y q(.9up"Q.- Water Basin has been denied. '§j 

, .:,.., 

CONCLUSIONS 

I 

The State Engineer has 
matter of this action. ~ 

:";" " 

juri'sdiction of the parties and the subject . " ", 

when: 

II 

The State Engineer is probibited bY.statute from granting a permit 

1. There is. no· unappropr,;iated ,water at the' _v.roposed source, or 
, .. ~ .' . _. 

2. 

3. 

The propos~q ,use confl icts,. Wj,t,~ exi sting",r·i ghts. or 

The proposed use 
public welfare. 

• 
thr.eatens to.· prove 
lQ/ , 

'-~,,, '.;' . 
. ,' ,""'I It ... 

detr1'menta' to the 

The State Engineer may declare p,referred uses of water within a 
designated ground water basin. 1lI 

IV 

The City of Carson City has .. "th~e· potential requirement. demand and 
capability to place up to 8.000 ,ie,re·,-feet of water per year to beneficial 
use under existing water rig~ts 'within the prescribed time Jimits. JlI 
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v 

Pr~sent demands and pumpage by the City of Carson City under 
existing rights have resulted in a significant decline of the static 
water level in the ground water reservoir in the E~gle Valley Ground 
Water Basin. ll! 

RULING 

The protests to Applications 33697, 35026 and 35027 are upheld 
in part and Applications 33697. 35026 and 35027 are hereby denied on 
the grounds that the allowance of additional appropriations. for the 
proposed irrigation of land. from the Eagle Valley Ground \~ater Basin 
would adversely ,affe'ct existing water rights. would be detrimental to 
the public welfare, and ;s not a preferred use of the limited and 
committed ground water resource. 

"'''), Respectfully s~u9mitted. 

,!:',"tJ".' ~~Jl( ~ "( ' .. ~ 

," .' 

", ,~'" ',William J. NJ .n,=--;-_.~o:- .c 
State Engine~r.o". 

.. ) - 0" 
WJN/bc 

Dated thi s 23rd day of 

May 1979 . 

, " 
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FOOTNOTES 

Public records available in the office of the State Engineer. 

Public records available in the office of the State Engineer. 

Open File Report 79-261 "Development of a Relation for Steady 
Pumping Rate For Eagle Valley Ground \~ater B~s;n, Nevada 1978". 

4. Public records available in the office of the State Engineer. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

Transcript of hearing ;n the matter of Applications 33697, 
35026 and 35027 to appropriate ground water in the Eagle Valley 
Ground Water Bas;n held on March 20, 1979. 

Transcript of hearing in the matter of Applications 33697. 
35026 and 35027 to appropriate'g,0und water in the Eagle Valley 
Ground Water Basin held on Mar~.h'-20. 1979. 

Transcript of hearing in the matter of Applications 33697. 
35026 and 35027 to appropriate, ground water in the Eagle Valley 
Ground Water Basin held on March 20, 1979, p. 26, 31, 34 & 35. 

Public records in the 
Application 29347. 

offi ce of', the Sta te Engi neer. 

NRS 533.025 and NRS 533.030, 

NRS 533.370, subsection 4. 
• 

NRS 534.120, subsection 2. , 

subsection 1. 
" ~'.'·I. ; ' . " .,', ~ .... ' _.' 

See denied 

12. Transcript of hearing. i.n the .ma.t:ter~ o.f Appl ications 33697. 35026 
and 35027. page 33. Transq~i;p..t,\avai:1.fabh~ in the office of the 
State Engineer. . '. , .... ./'. ,- '. . 

13. Transcript of hearing in the matter of Applications 33697. 35026 
and 35027 to appropriate ground water in the Eagle Valley Ground 
\~ater Basin held on March 20, 1979, p. 26, 31, 34 & 35. 


