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IN THE ~IATTER OF APPLICATIONS 35628, 35629, ) 
AND 36191 FILED TO APPROPRIATE THE WATERS OF ) 
AN UNDERGROUND SOURCE IN CHURCHILL VALLEY, ) 
LYON COUNTY, NEVADA. ) 
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Applications 
Engineer's office 
domestic purposes 

35628, 35629, and 36191 were filed in the State 
to appropriate underground water for irrigation and 
in Churchill Valley, Nevada. 
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'. In 1.975, Wa ter 'Resources Reconna 1 ssance' S~n es Report, #59., 'Water 

Reso~rces. :Appra i sa" '.of., 'the Carson Ri ver" Bas i'ri, "Wes.tern 'Nevada by ,Patri ck 
.A. Glat:l.cy·and T.~·L. Katzer, 'was prepared cooperatively by the Nevada 
.Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, Division of Water 
'Resources and U.S. Department of the Interior, Geological Survey. This 
report is available from the State Engineer's office. 
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Application 35628 was filed by Alexander Dawson, Inc., on July 14, 
1978, to appropri ate 2.7 c. f .,S. of underground water for' irri gati on and 
domestic purposes. The pOint of diversion, is ~H~tn ~h.~ SE_l.i ~sl;i Iqf 
Section 2i"T.15N .• R24E ... M.D.B. & M. > and the place of use is 320 
acres within the S~ NEli. SE~ of Section 2 and the N!-.? NE!:i of Section 11, 
T.15N .• R.24E.,M.D.B.&M. .! ',1'.1:,;1 'It J '. 

Application 35629 was filed by Alexander Dawson, Inc .• on July 14. 
1978, to appropriate 2.7 c.f.s. of underground water for: h:ri.,gation and 
domestic purposes. ,The'lpoi·rit of diver'Si'ori1 is 'whh'i'~' the NE~ NEl.i' of 
Section 11, T.15N., R.24E., f1.D.B. & M., and the place .. of use is 320 
acres wi thi.n the· S~ NEJ..i. SE~ 'of Secti o'n 2' and: the 'N~ 'NE!:i o{ Secti on 11, 
T.15N .• R.24E.. M.D.B. & M. ',_, ,I' ", 11"1, " ., 

Application 36191 was filed by Tommie Johnson, Jr., on November 22, 
1978 to appropriate 2.0 c:f.s. of undergroul'!d W!lter, for irl'ltgation and 
domes ti c purpos.es. l'he poi'nt of di'ijers i 6n , i § 'wi thfn' the NE~ -SE~ of 
Secti'on"27,, T.l8N.~ R:124E.~ M.D.B:'&r:~'1.:·a'hd'·die place 'of 4se is ,15 
aC,r.es ,wi,thi.n the S'£.: 1/4 ofiSection '27~ T.leN. ~""R';:24E~ •.. M.D.B. & M. !I 
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. Applic,ation 35628, ,35629F'an'd'3619l were'filed to appropriate water 

from an underground source within the Churchill Valley Ground Water Basin. 
Lyon Countyr. Ne'lada,., as designated and described by order of the State 
tn9in~~r",jssued. August -23,: ,1977. 2/ ' . ,,;;, " 
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Applications to appropriate underground water to irrigate additional 

land have been denied in Churchill Valley 11 
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The designated. Churchill Valley Ground ~Jater Basin is a sub-basin 
of the larger Carson River Basin in Western N~vad.a. The potential local 
recharge from pr~cipitation tio ,the, Churc-hi'll'~Valley Ground Water Basin 
is estimated to be 1,300 a.cre'',.:.'feef.of, wa'ter p'er year. 11, 

"V 

Certifi cates have-·been i ssued."uhder gro.u'nd water permi ts whi ch 
could be exercised to divert 3063 ,a~re-feet of wate!A per year: from the 
Churchill Valley Ground Water Ba.st{n.,,\·permi/tS'~~av.e b'een grantedrwhich 
could be used to develop an a~di~,i,6tlal·1..-2",918-{.a~v~_'::.f~~t per-ye~r from 
the basin. §j : ~-,"~,t \,' ',': 'o''''. ,',: . 
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Should Applications 3562S/':i'5629.:;;'a'nd 36\"91 :be gr.anted. and should 
subsequent deve 1 opment of g ro:un"d'-'I18;.ter':dinder these' permi ts detrimenta lly 
affect prior ground water ri,~ih,ts_> . .-tihe 'St"ate Engineer is required by law /-:.-~,:". 
to order withdrawa-1s restrictedJtQ,.c'D:h{erm-· to' priority right.- §j 

"J. The State Engineer 
matter of this action. 

:~~~""" --: ;" .. -, ',~,; ,,-

'" ---:"-~'~' ... ':,. , 

has. jurisd-it:~fi(o:il~:of the 
II . :- :{.<::;_":,~~,~~ '" .. _. 

parties and the subject , 

2. The State Engi'neer 
where: 

i s prohi'bit~d by , :>p law from granting a permit 
",-.' 

"' A, There is no unapprci'pr..:i;aied:W,~ter at~"the proposed source, or 
_ • .~__,,' r 

'-'. , 
B. The proposed use cenfli <::ts:',with exi'sti ng ri ghts, or 

. " '/' :,- ":", '. .. . 
'/.-;'-,' . 

C. The proposed' us-e t.tJre'att~Qs: to peove detrimental to the public 
we lfare. 8/ ' ';{'>;-;,~;'J,~ 

'. ,·",~-,i~-:-,:~: '. :', - \, 
3.' Existing,water rightsj9,(':/ttW":Chur,ch"ill V9-11ey Ground Water, Bas.in. 
exceed the es ti mated _ p.oteJlt:~,:a~}r'e.c,ha~rg:e' ft;om"preci pi tat; on to the 
Churchill Valley Ground ~lat,er<Res:er-voir. The,potential exists for 
additional pumpage under 'ex~is't'i~ng".ground water rights which have not yet 
been developed. To grant· ~,-q4~t'i~b.t:lir" water rights for irrigation from 
this limited ground water: i'esj:>:urce .would. adversely affect existing 
rights and t'hreaten t,o prov.e :.d~~~e~t~l,: to t:he public welfare. 

4. The State Engineer ;s autho!~i;Z-ecF'and,'d-i'reCted to designate preferred 
uses of water with;,'n designat~d ~:fQ:~nd~~~w,~ter areas. such as Churchill 
Valley. 9/ The cqnsumptive~u_s·e~-'Of addl·t~1<.b,r:lal ground water to irrigate 
addi tiona T 1 and i ~ 'not cons_; d~ie7i's-,t.o 'be -ti~rp'referred use of the 11m; ted 
ground water:·resources of the:,eh'urchil'1 Valley;, Ground Water Bas;n. , ,,- .. 'L.r· '. 
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RULING 

·,,"·:-r>~· ,. ' 

Applications 36528. 36539. and 36191 are herewith denied on the 
o grounds that the-appropriation of underground water for irrigation as 

applied for would tend to impair the value of existing rights and would 
threaten to prove detrimental to the public interest and welfare. 

WJNjRWPj jm 

Dated this 21st 

of MAY 
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of th'€! State 'EQgi neer., 1. ''-Public' records in the office 
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;. 2.' "'Public records 'tn -the office 

Nevad_,a Revi ?ed Statutes;"" 
of th~ Sta te Eng i nee'~ :.~.tld Chapte'r: '53~ ,- " .... , ..... :.:' :.:' 

3. Public records in the offic'e~of the 'State Eng';,neer. See denied 
,~pp'1.i:ca;tl,ons~28437. !}1]3Q.: .. 3'n~6~! 313.14. '31649,: 31650, 31651,· 
'3.1652; '31743,'22444~'" ,'-""~" . ..... 
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