IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATIONS 34983, )
35048, 35218, 35254 "AND 35695 ‘TO AP- ) - - ct

PRIATE WATER FROM AN UNDERGROUND ) " "RULING
. SOURCE " IN 'WASHOE VALLEY WASHOE COUN-) '
TY, NEVADA . N T 5
b \
TINTRODUCTION
1

Applications 34983, 35048, 35218, 35254 and 35695 were filed to
appropriate water from an underground source in Washoe Valley.

In 196? Water Resources-Reconnalssance Series Report 41, '"Water
Resources Appraisal of Wa'dhoe Valley, Nevada"‘ by F. Eugene RusH, ¥Was’
prepared cooperatively ‘by ‘the Department of Conservatlon and Natural
Resodrces, Diviéion of Water ResOurces and the U. S. Department of

Interior, Geological Survey. This report is available from the Office
of the State Engineer.

In 1973, water Resources—Reconnaissance Serles Report 57, “A“Brief
Water Reéources Appralsal of the Truckee RIvér Basth, Westérn Névada,"
by A. . VanDénburgh, R. D' Lafike and J. L. ‘Hughes wis prepared‘eooper—
atlvely "Hy'the" Deﬁartment ¢f Conservation and Natural Resources“‘Div1—
si%n of‘Water Resour®®8 and the U. S! Department of Interlor, Geologl—
cal Survey " Fhi§ report is available’ from the Office of the Stdfe -~ '
Efginéer . . IR T o oo

FINDINGS OF FACT o

. I
i T . . .
Applicatlon 34983 was'filed on’ February 14, 1978 by Ray F. ‘Maf¥sden
to approptiate 1.0 c.f.s¥of the waters of an underground sourceé to'be
diverted ithin the NW1/4 SW1/4 Section 31, T.17N., R.20E., M.D.B.&M.
and to be used for irrigation of 10 acres within the NWl/& SHl/é Sec~
tlon 31 T l?N R 20E" MYD.B. &MY ' S L

I . . & .t

Applicatlon 135048 was filed on February 28, '1978 by James A.:
Llnebaugh to appropriate 0.05 c.f.s. of the waters of an underground
sgurce to be diverted within the NW1/4 NEI/4 Se&tion 5, TII6N:), R:20E.

MD.B. &M I1tand-t6'be 'uged for’ itrigation 6f 105 dctes within the NW1/4
NE1/4 séétion” 5, T.16N., R.20E., M.D.B.&M.

Application 35218 was filed on March 27, 1978 by Jack L. Bacon,
Robert E. and Lillian M. Martin and Ramon H. and Abigail Ryan Schmutz
to approprlate 1:5'¢c.f.5. of the watérs' of an underground SOurce'to be
divérted within’ tﬁéduw1/4 'SW1/4 'Seetioh 10, "T. 16N} RI19E:, M.DB2&M.
and to'be uded for irrlgatlon of 111 acres w1thin Section L0 and Sec—
tion 15, T.16N., R.I9E., MIDiB.&M:. Con

Application 35254 was filed on April 5, 1978 by Perry M. and
Patricia DiLoreto: to approprlate 0.5 e.f.s. of the waters of an under—
ground‘source to be divertéd within the SE1/4 SWE/4 Section 22, T.16N.
R I9EL,"M!D.B.&M.", " Afid" ¢6 be tuséd for'irrigition OFf 60983 ‘acres within
a poftion df‘Sectlon 22, T.16N., R.19E., M.D.B.&M.




Application 35695 was filed on August 7, 1978 by Roger Gash to
appropriate 0.009 c¢.f.s. of the waters of an underground source to be
diverted within the SE1/4 NEl1/4 Section 34, T.17N., R.19E., M.D.B.&M,
and to be used for irrigation of 1 acre within the SE1/4 NREl/4 Sectlon
34, T.17N., R.19E., M.D.B.&M. 1/ ;

II

Applications 34983, 35048, 35218, 35254 and 35695 were filed to
appropriate water from an underground source in the Washoe Valley Ground
Water Basin, Washoe County and Carson City, Nevada. 2/

IIT -

By an order dated March 1, 1978, the State Engineer designated and
described the Washoe Valley Ground Water Basin as a ground water basin
coming under the provisions of NRS 534. 3/

Iv .

It 1s estimated that the potential annual recharge to the Washoe
Valley Ground Water Basin is 13, 000 acgp—feet Nearly 90 percent
{13,000 acre-feet) of the estimatﬁgdpotential recharge is from the
Carson Range on the West side lof Washoe;Valley The Virginia Range, on
the East side of; Washoe Valley, provides l 000 acre-feet of this esti-
mated potential recharge. Precipitation on the valley floor (excluding

lake surface) provides the remainiqg 1,000 acre-feet. 4/

Runoff from the Carson Range _ﬁ ates the valley-fill reservoir in
many places to or very near the 1and surface, egpecially near where
streams cross the valley floor. Because of this saturated condition,
room in the valley-£ill reservoir is limited for recharge from streams.
As a result, most of the potentiafﬁground water recharge is rejected at
the land surface and flows in thé’streams as runoff to Washoe and Little
Washoe Lakes. 4/

Thus, natural recharge available to satisfy existing ground water
rights is estimated teo be a fraction of the potential recharge of 15,000
acre-feet annually. 4/ Any consumptive withdrawal in excess of natural
recharge will either deplete the ground water reservoir or cause addi-
tional surface water to percolate into the ground water reservoir,
Consumptive withdrawals in excess of natural recharge will adversely
affect the resource and existing rights.

v

Existing certificated and permitted ground water rights in the
Washoe Valley Ground Water Basin for irrigation, wildlife, municipal,
recreation and other purposes now;approach estimates of potential re-
charge and exceed natural recharge .on an annual basis. 5/

VI
Hearings in the matter of forfeiture and pending applications to

divert water from the Washoe Vdﬂley Ground Water Basin were held by the
State Engineer: - J, -

A. On May 11, 1978
B. On June 20, 1978. &/
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VII

Should Applications 34983, 35048, 35218, 35254 and 35695 be granted :‘ .

‘and should subsequent development affect prior ground water rights or
surface water rights, the State Engineer is required by law to order
withdrawals be restricted to conform to priority rights. 7/

CONCLUSIONS
I

The State Engineer has jurisdiction of the parties and the subject
matter of this action 8/

11

The State Englneer is prohiblted by law from granting a permit
where: _ - .
A. There is no unappropriated water at the proposed source, or
B. The proposed use confilcts with existing rights, or )

C. The proposed. use threatens to prove detrimental to the public
welfare. 9/ iy

.

CUTIT

Existing water rights for ground water in the Washce Valley Ground
Water Basin approach the potentlal recharge of 15,000 acre-feet annually
and exceed the natural, recharge wach is a fraction of the potential
recharge. S S

To grant irrigatlon rights that con5ume ‘additional water in this
designated basin would advegsely affecc ex1st1ng rights and threaten to
prove detrimental to the pubric welfare If Appllcations 34983, 35048,

35218, 35254 and 35695 are granted kadditlonaL Igzd would be irrigated
or land that is Irrigated only: patt time woulgﬁbe 1rrigated more inten-
sively and frequently. This would’ result ini addltlonal consumptlve use
by farm land irrigation. The additional withdrawals!and consumption
would remove water from the ground water reserv01r whlch

A. Would not be replaced resultlng‘gp depletlon of the ground
water reservoir, or _ .

5"‘ F "”z 5#* H f' N < < T .

B. Would be replachd bxfinfrltrating surfacepwa{er_mhatfwould “

otherwise remain in or return to the stream system.

The additional withdrawal .and consum tlon;of'undergrOund water fgr‘érri—
gation would therefore conflict w1th exTsfting rlghts and:* threaten to.
_prove detrimental to the p‘__}_;welfare

The State Engineer is authorlzed and directed to de51gnate pre-
' ferred uses. ofzwaterﬁwrthin de31gnated ground water basins such as the
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RULING

Applications 34893, 35048, 35218, 35254 and 35695 are herewith
denled on the grounds that the appropriation of additional underground
water for irrigation purposes in the area described would tend to im-
pair the value of existing rights and be detrimental to the public
welfare.

~
Bl

Respectfukiﬁ-submitted,: -

g

State Engineer -

RDW/VRH/b1
Dated this 27th day
of DECEMBER ,- 1978,

oland D. ﬁestergard ::zi*’




WRS 534.110, subsee&1”n

NRS 534.120, subsectiog
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