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IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATIONS 315.03. ) 
31504, 31505, 31823, 33124, 33125, ) R U LIN G 
33126,AND 33357., .) 

I,' .~. , , 
-" .. ',. " ',':' " .. ~ ." !: 

, .~.. '!. " ., . . " . . .HITRODUC.TION ,; ., 
.;, I" .;., . ' '''.! ""~'. :'''''''''!\''''' 

App;t.iCi'ltio.~s, :},15~U.,· ;H5'O£l ...... 31,5'05.. 31.~?2,. 33,1~4 ~,; rnct,5. <;Ip1 13;3:'>] ... 
wer~.filed in the Office of the State Engineer to appropriate water from 
an underground source for irrigation purposes in Truckee Meadows. Washoe 
CountY..'i'_N~y;~9a,·r\ -~ppf.ic@;t-.ion: ~}1~9) ~as., .foilepi ,in, ,t,h!,! .O,ff~~~, oJ tJw ,f?-,t,f- te 
'~:ngirH:~e.r ,J:,o;,app.ropria):;~;,;wa~.~r:Jr?% a.n. ,u~~~rgr!~H"md, P?H!ce,: fp:ff s"Fo,ck,'~ , 
.wateqi.Ag',IPuIPJ)Se,s,< .in, T:r\lcke~~ M~~dp,ws." ~.<l;l1lh~e ... ~ou.~tr .•• N.~'y,a_d.? "~, 1; 

,"1., fL ~f'l:--., t!. ;:, 1:;.,"\', '1".1 r·.' L~' ;,.".' h;: " ::,0' :.,.,(' \ ,"/ '" ' . 

. '" '~I11 4-9))-,,~, .. Wa; ter~ ;R"es~~.r,c ... es.;~,:.-: .R,~_,c~!!~~:,.itL~~n~-.'e. Sf!,rA~~ .. Repo"t;t, 57".( .".f'.. h ", 
Brief Water - Resources Appraisal of the Truckee River Basin. Western 
Nevaq?;'" .by .A.' ? ~ Y ~n: ,Denb?r:gtJ.:" '~'. ».;,(~?mke a;n,d ;1 •. ·L. ,Hug~~s ~.as I?r~~.pJ1,~ed 
cooperCl; tjry;e.lx .by t)1e ~ex~d~, D:~p~F;~ent .'!f! .Co,q~~r;v~tion, apd N.a~ur.al .. d''': . 
Res,qurces"·IDiv,;l~~qp"o.f ,Wa,t.er .. 1,R~sp.urct=:~ a.~d ,t-h~ .-q~.: ~.! .D,epa;r:,tment ,9f, the 
lr:ter:ior" G~ol9.g:i,cal ,Sur.-",-;~y, .. J:r.is :re;~or~~,i,s C!y.a~_~ab~e:,~rqJIl tpe, ?,f!~\~e 

'.P,£ th!,! Stat"l Engineer.. , :\'" '1 '" .:'. ,! '.'.' 

'., t· ., . t I ,. 3<'_ ~,!. ,; 
FINDINGS OF FACT 

" ,. '1.. , 

<'.1_ '., ,'.' :,L; j ':,.," '. . ., ,. n '. 
.".,' . i ~ J. •• t ,~ . " ..... :! . 'n, ,:, ~. 

~ .", ' '1 .. ~ r. ,;; '! '. ,.' 

,.Applicat)_qn 31,503 .~~s tile,d IOI! ~ay '6." 1~~7 b~ rqeO?P~a ~e,:i,gh.' t;Oj 

approp~iat~,,3.,4; c.~'is. o.f .t.~el!w.ap=!rs, of ap: u~derground source to be 
diverted within the SEl/4 NWl/4 Section 29, T.lBN., R.20E., M.D.B.liM .• 
and to be u'sed for irrigation of 200 acres within portions of the Nl/2 
NWI/4, SEl/4 NWl/4. NEI/4. Section 29, T.IBN., R.20E., M.D.B.&M . 

.. : ' .. '.'... .j , '1 • ,:' ~ , . , . " i. " j " 

I Applic;aq.qp 315,q.~, ,~i3:~ f,i;J,ed on l~Y'~' .,1.9F ... ~y. '~l;i,e'?f!o~:t ~~~gh ~8, 
,approp;t;"~<q:e, ,~ . .4: c:;.~ f ~,s-~ 8+J ~h~ .~a~eF,~ :Rf ·,~P·.>rNn!itt.gJ;.~·~~d \~.ol!-,r,c..~ t;~ be 
diverted within the SEl/4 NWl/4 Section 29, T.IBN., R.20E., M.D'.B.&M .• 
and to be used for irrigation of ,~OO acres within portions of the NI/2 
NWI/4._ SEI/4 NWl/4, NEl/4. Section' 29, T.lBN., R.20E., M.D.B.&M . 

. l. 'j;, "je. -:'1-' '~_1: :::1"',:"" ",,;t! '. .' ..... 
Application 31505 was filed on May 6. 1977 by A. J. Flagg to appro-

, " " . - .. '-' 
.priate,2.3 c.f.s. of .the.,waters, of an underground source to be diverted 
within the SWi/4 'SW1)4"S~'~ti~n '13';' T.·i8N~\ R.20E., M.D.B.&M .• and to be 
used for irrigation of 97 acres .within portions of the NE·l/4 SEI/4, SEl/4 
SEI/4 Section 7. portions of th~ 'NWl/4 SWl/4. SWI/4 sWli4, SEl/4 SW1/4 
Section B, pqrtions o~.th~ NW+/4 NW1/4. NEl/A ~1/4, •. NW1/4 N;El/4 ~ection 
17, T.18N .• R.20E'~',.M':I!.l!,.,&f:1. _,,' ." lU'~'~' 

,r '~' ~,~. ,:' ".i ;,~_" 'r."n IfL; "r,~"':"1 l\ . 

. Applicatipn :3lB23~:w-ll~ ft! .. eq 9,~ .J:1;;l-y~}4,,!,)~,~77:~ ~y! GOJ;4q-q.,.L~, .. ~nd N.q.ncy H. 
~:!-tz to "appropr,ia ~~ ,+-.9 : ~ .f .. s." <?f ql~ w~t,~rs ,of )a,9 lu~dergr~urid ~o~~c,:; r,to 

.l?e diver·ti?d w~t;ht.t:t-, t.1"!~ ){Vf.l(' ~ l:l)iJ,./4-, S.ec ti9..~, 13 ""T .,1,B,N:., , R~ ~ ~~.i.:~' ,.~:,D. B :l&M. , 
t ?~g. .,1;.0, qe tu~e9 .fo,r ,,:i.rrtga~i?~ o.f ~ . .:p ;;t,<;.~-e.;>; ,'i,it~j.n .I?or~:i:on~.(-ot ;t?~ NWl/4 
NWl/4" NEI/4 .~~Jj4 Seq:ioJ,1 13,. T.l.BN" J~ .. ~9~;., ~.D.,~.&¥. L 

,', ,. ", ,.',>~, . -'" "/' ..,~. 1_: " ( J ; 
':'."1" 
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Applic.ation 33124 was filed., on Augu~'t'11", ." 1'977' by J9hn A. Shields; 
M.D. and Beverlee G. Slii~las to appropriate 2",d c..Ls. of ,the waters ,of 
an underground's,ourc.e to "b~ diverted within the Nih/4 NWl/4 Section 1,B, 
T.lBN., R.20E .• M.D.B.&r1.;< and to be used for -in:i.gation of 5,ac.res 
within,a portion.of the' N,Wl/4 NWl/4 of Sec.tiop. l~, T.lBN., R.20E .• 

-~ M. D. B. &M. The potnt of d-iver sion is the same fOT Applica tions 33124 and 
33126 . 

Application 331?5 w,as jiled on August 11, 1977 by John A. Shields, 
_ M.D. and Beverlee G. Shie~d';:pt.o···appropriate 2 .. D-c .• f. s. of the waters of 
an underground. soi.ir~ce.:· :t~':';'be dive~ted wt'thin t-he-"NWl/4 NWl.J4 Section 18i":~ 

.~' 

~ '.", 
. --:~" ,~-

.' :,T.l,BN., ,R.20E., M.:6~.'B:_&_~f"-.~· 'and -to:be'u'sed "for th~: ~ir;j_ga_ti_on of S"··as.s'e;s· i 
. within a portion _of' --the NWl/4 NWl/4, Section 18 ;"1' ~]}fN,.~;r-R. 20E .•. M;·~:b :~B-~:&M;: ,,-;.;,",,: 

" f~"'~':>,--/~~ t <·-\1-·-~··:-"":,. 1 _. / ,,>~~ "\:, ~, '.- '~~: 
- Application 33126 was fHea 'orf August 11, 1977 by John A. 5h-ields, ,::-.~ 

M._D. and Beverlee G. Shi~lds to appropriate_ .000156 c.f.s. of the 'w~{e;t:"·s 
~'Y~~"~~ .uI!.d,~{g~ou.nd ~so~r~~~' ;~,9 ,~~~d~~ef.t~d,~.wi~h}n.\th~ NWl~ 4 NWl/4 Se.Stion 
, ,,....l8. T,~,8N: '.J'R.),O~., .~i".~;:~:,~~;;_., .. ~,a~~lt,,!~~:,.:~s~d;l~l waterHI:~ of 5 horses 

within a port.ion 9f': tfle~iNW1'r,t~Nw:ft/4}.sec.ti'6n I,8,~T.18N .• ··R .. 20E., M.D,B.&M. 
The point of kivers'ion 'is the-;.,salit"f9r",APPlic8t'ions 33124 and 33126. 

Applicati~:m "33357 W89 fiied,; ~on' ~ugust 26, 1977 by Jean S. C"!-rter to 
appropria te 0/2" c.'";~. s:_. of':"the w'a't-~rs:~:o'f' an u,nderground sourc.e to be 
diverted with).n ...... fh~ ~.~Li4" S:EI/A',.S!?ct"ion 13, T:.lBN .. , R.19E., M.D.B.&M., 
and to be usea ~6;;./'-irp,ig_atjjOri,~'3\t- B' acres w,ithin'a portion of 'the NEl/4 
SEl/4 Section 13,- 'I). IBN'. ::'R.l~9E:,;_: M-.·D.B.&M. 11 . 

,--, . " '. - -
'"... _ ...... p' 

. 1.ppli_c;.ations 31503, 31504, ~j·5~i,~;~:,3.i-823, 33lf'~' 33125. 33126 and 
)"'33357 were"riled to appropriate '~a~,Sier<{r~m an underground source from 

the Truc.kee Me9 dows Ground ··W,\,,! t~F 'Basi'~. 'Washoe CO~lTit-y. Nevada. l:.../ 
~- -. -~. -

·rn 
,- ::>'-";' ": :'-/,_.-.-:. 

By an order dated Marc.h··or; "'l<9:k..B.~" the: State Engineer designated and 

, . 

- , -', ~"', ~- .. , " ,-' .. :'/ : ", 

desc.ribed ,!_,he .. Tr,uc.kee !1eado~s.;.G-i.,o,uni:kW<;;t;.er .:aa~.in_ as ,a ground water b<:J:sin, 
c.oming u.ndeF' {tf~~tI;'~.ovisions·~lft.f~~3~4 .. _ )/ 

. ;'", .--. ''r.-'. ":/'- ; 

" ":,." 'IY:-
/"':0 .y",- .\. : 

. :.~ ,- ." ,- " <'.' 
It is estimated that the 'i:lo .. t~?t_!al annual rec.harge to the ground 

wat~r basin f:r:_om precipitatigv~*st$.?i'"bbo ac.re-fe~t. The estimated 
arinual, sJlb-surfac.e inflow of -:g._~oup.o~;·Wat,er is less than- 500 .acre-feet. 4/ . , ... ' -·r 
The safe per~nnial. yield ot"';.tan~;~1'';};·?"c.~.£e .tfeadows Ground Water Basin is 
c.onsiderably:",less than ;n:. qO-p?,.~a,c.r.~-{f'eet and,' has .~een estimated to be in 
the order of- 12,000 ac.re"':'~fe~t.;;:;p.er-'--'Y~e;H .. Any -consumptive withdrawal in 
exc.ess of 'the-' natural rec.!-ha·r,g·$"."wli~'j~;~~her depl~i:e :the ground water 
reservoir or ,c.'fause additionaL surfa'e-e~'.}t-ater to perc.olate into the ground 

" .. " ~ .. "-",- " -

water reser)(qir. ,W:itharawal,st~,n'e,~e:s's of the safe _perenn~al yield, will 
adversely affec.t, tqe resouice"'a:fi4~i:isting right~. ' 

, - .~~ 

Ex~sting c.ertific.ated and "¢ ... e-Jl4i~£t"ed·: gr..ound water rights in the 
Truc.kee Meadows Groun~ Water Iia.~f£1~~~-9:l;t_~~uni~c.iJ~_~1'. 'wildlife, commercial.' 
irrigation:· and other purposes ripC,"e:~¢~~i;lt~est::i!lJlates of safe perennial 
yield an!i'"nat:ural recharge. 5/,'/" ',>',""';-.:~;,>-.:'.;~ " , . '-. "'. ;~'~f;' -.. ;~ '- " ,;;~~<.;t. ': " -.' 

t' ," 
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VI 

A hearing in the matter of pending appJications proposing to divert 
water from the Truckee Meadows Ground Watef'- Basin for irrigation and 
stock ...,atering purposes (Note: proposed point of diversion is the same 
well for"Applications 33124, and 33126) was held by the State Engineer on 
May 24, 1978. ~/ 

VII 

Should Applications 31503, 31504, 31505, 31823, 33124, 33125, 33126 
and 33357 be granted and should subsequent development affect prior· 
ground water rights or surfas:e water rights, the State Engineer is 
required by law to order withdrawals be restricted to conform to, priority 
rights. II 

, :-
The State Engineer has jurisdiction of the parties and the subject 

matter of this action. ~/ 

II 

The State Engineer, is prohibited by law from granting a permit 
where: 

A. There is no unappropriated water at the proposed source. or 

B. The proposed use confl·icts ·with_ existing" rights, or 
" : _-. , ,.-, ~-:" '.t. " 

"The- _propos:ed~ o:se_ tJ.irea~ens 
welfare. !li 

to p_rove de,trimental to the public 

.... ...._ r<"*; 'IIiI""')-' <>ow' 

, b''''''''~ \c,l 
. ~~most,: all of t.~" ,~yplic~nt,s _~?d~l'_ t~e proposed appropriations ~ere 

e1ther present or repre-sented' ,at:. the hear1ng. There was no substantlal 
evidence present;ed. at the hearing and iri the additional 10 day period 
grante,d":by _th~ S't-a~e Engineer, that would- indicate that there was suf
ficierit" ground wa):er available to supply any 6f the proposed diversions 
witho~t creatinr·~_n~- adverse effect 'up'em prior existing rights. 10/ v _ ~ • " ',- -_~' -

" 
." " 

Existing water rig.hts, f:b.r,<:g.f8t.ih1':;water in the Truckee Meadows 
Ground Water Basin exc.e,~d -_~h~::a~ji."ltal .~recharge from prec:,ipitation, and 
underflow. To grant irrig'ati'on.-a:nd~i(q,tock watering r-ights that consume 
additional water in this designated basin would' adversely affect ex
isting rights and threaten to pr?i.~",,:~,et1:-imental 1:0, the public welfare. 

"" 
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v 

If Application's 31503, 31504, 31505, 31823, 33124, 33125 and 333.57 
" - .. 

are granted, 8p,ditional 'land would be iI;rigated ox land that is 
irrigated only p'art time would be irrigated. mOF.,e' intensively and .fre
quently. Th:J.s :w:ould result in additional c.oo'suIipt-ive use by farm land 
irrigation .... ~'·-·'l!he> additional withdrawals and consumption would re~ove 
water from the ~rourid water reservoir which: -- , -

A. Would not be replaced resulting in 'dce.y}.~:ti~.n of the ground 
water reser~oir. or 

• h.. B. 'WouJ.,.d ... be rep.lac.,ed .by- infiltrating surface water that would._ 
oth~r¥i~~,' r~ma;ln~ri. 'a.r ".f.e'tui.n:·I;-.o 'the .. ~stream system. 

.,- - ." 

. c. 

'i'he State/.~!:.¥iheer~_:f:'~!_authorJze2 'and directed to designate pre
ferred uses of .water wi~,hin~ de~·*glliJ.l¢d ground water basins such as the 
Truckee Meador's Gr~unp ~ate:r Ba~1n. 11/ The consumptive use of addi
tional ground"water t9-.·i];rfgate 'add'itional land or to more intensively 
and freql.iently'·ir,r{ga·te .• other.~'la~1.<rrs not co,nsl,deted to be a preferred 
us~ of ,t;ne limited water resources. of the Truckee:"Meadows Ground Water 
Basin; -}"atering of to be a preferr~d use. 

.r,' 

Applications 31503, 31504, 3l~~. ·3'1823, J~12.4. ~3125. 33126 and 
33357 are·.herewith denied on the gFounds"'th.at the.'_appropriation of addi
tional und-ergrau.nd water for .1r-ftgat-i',l#- Jar stock .'watering in the desig
nated area descriBed would .tend ~ta impair the value of existing rights 

,~ W· • • '" 

and be detrimental to the pu-b.rij,c-·welfar~. 
' .. -'" . ~ 

RDWiVRH/bl 

Dated this'--_--'6~t~h'--_____ ,da~.i "~::. i:' 
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FOOTNOTES 

-.c. 

Public records in the office of the' Stat;.e , Eng:i;geer. , ' 

P~blic reeor.ds ,:l.~). J:he ofHce of the State Engineer. , 
Public records in the office of the State ·E.~·gineer . 

57, pp. 38, 44, 55. Water Resources - Reconnaissance Series, Report. 
,:-,"-' , 

~. r o' , r'.,'. 

P'jD:t~C ·rec~idsi. in 't6,~ b:ffic'e~~of-'·the State E~gin~er . . " 

.-, 
Trans_cript oj ... th~ -i!,ear4.rrf-·tn,_~:!r~ J:1a:tter 
to Approp;-ia-te wahe~ln,,'tr-u.f{~Ei-~~,e~qows 
19?8. '''~, ---: .. " ,->,' "', "t ~.:~ 

- ,~ '.i: 

NRS 534.120, subsection 2. 
.-::: 

,~ . . . 
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of Pending Applications 
Ground Water Basin, May 
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