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IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATIONS 33449 
AND 35000 FILED TO' APPROPRIATE THE 
WATERS OF AN UNDERGROUND SOURCE IN 

) 
) 

) 
CARSON VALLEY, DOUGLAS COUNTY. NEVA- ) 
DA. . ; '., !> ) 
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,. . Appll.catibn·s· 33449' and '3'50001 were·' filed in the Office of the State 
Engineer to appropriate water from an underground source for irrigation 
purposes in Carson Valley, Douglas County, Nevada. 

In''i 9~ 5';)'.Wa ter~;Resources' ;.. Re'c'onnaissance Seiies:'Repoit'· 59', "Wa"ti,!l:" 
Resour~esmAp'pra'iSEd'- of' th~' 'Ca'rsoIP~Ri"er' Ba~Hi~ I'WeS tern.' Nevad:a'r by l';;!:"<' 

Patd'ck':A'; ';Gl'ancyt and T":,:i;::' Kat'zer\lwas1'.prepared: 'coop~rati~ely by the 
Nevada Department of Conservation and Natural Resources. Division of . , 
Water Resources and the U. S. Department of the Interior. Geological 
Survey. This report is available from the office of the State Engineer . 
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'Application 33449·-,.,.a8 f'tied o~: August 31. 1977 by Wayne R. and 
Donna G. Witte to appropriate 0.25 c.f.s. of the waters of an under
ground source to be diverted within the NEl/4 NWl/4 Section 24. T.12N., 
R.20E •• M.D.B.&M., and to be used for the irrigation of 2.0 acres within 
a portion of:·the: NEli"4' NWi/4' Section' i4, T': l·2N. ;' R'! 20E; , '1M:n: B. &M .. 

,., ., • ,t' ,.'" ~"... '. ".' t" ',.,,: \ .1 ; ., ,~ 

App1Tca.t'1bn 35000 was fil'eo' on" }<'ebruary1 15, '1978 by <Johnl:"Wc;' Drayton 
to a'ppropy'ia'te 1; 0 c. f'; :S"~' of'-" th'e-" wa ters of an'· undergrotl'nd"'sourc'e to be 
divert'e'd withih' the NWl/4 SE1/4 Section 31, T.14N., R.20E., M.D.B.&M., 
and to be used for the irrigation of 5.0 acres within the NWl/4 SE1/4 
Section 31, T.14N., R.20E., M-.D\IL&M. 1/ 

II 

Appl'i'cations' 3'3449 and 35000 were fHed to apprb'priate water"'from' 
an und'e'rgr'ourid~>source from the Carson Valley Ground Water Basin, Douglas 
County, Nevada. 1/ 

III 
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"By an Order dated June 14, 1977. the State Engineer designated and 
described the Carson Valley Ground Water Basin as a ground water basin 
coming under the provisions of NRS 5'34.' 3/ ,"". 

, . 
'. IV' 

It is es'tlrita'ted" tha:t the potential- ann'ual recha'ige1 to" the ground 
water basin from' p-r.'ecipitation is 25,000 acre-feet. The estimated 
annual sub-surface inflow to the ground water basin from California is 
approximately 7,000 acre-feet. The total annual recharge to the Carson 
Valley Ground Water Basin is therefore approximately 32.000 acre~feet 
per y:eai:<~ 41J/.:. ''AnY''conkulnp'i:iZ,'e wit:hdraw;i"l in! exce'ss"'of:l t'he~nadiiai\'re!... 
cha'ig;e\lwil"i' either' d'epled,~" 'the' g'i-6~'ndt water r'ese'rvoi'rF ai'" cause aoaition
al s·ur'fk'c.fe wa t~r'- tb: l t':er'co~a'te into: "the-] gi:-oimd~ wat'er' iese'ivoiT~: :. ~ 't, 
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Existing c~rtifica'ted and permited grou"h'\.d 'water rights ~:n the 
Carson Valley Ground Water Bas.i"n for non-supplemental irrigation and 
other purposes presently total approximately 39,000 acre-:feed 'pei yea:r"~ 
In addition there are' an estimated 9, 000 acres of certificated irriga
tion rights and 6800 acres of permitted right~ supplemental to surface 
water rights of pripr ground water rights. ~/'-

A hearing in the 
water from the Carson 
was held by the State 

VI 

matter 9f pending" applicat'ions proposing 
Valley -G;r __ ound Water, Basin for irrigation 
Engineer',,,ori'March--:27 and 2,8',-, 1:9,78. §..I 

VII .'-, 

to divert 
purposes 

"-:\.'~~{" -, ' 

Many of the applicants und'~r.;.i:he proposed' ~ppI:'opriations were 
either present or represen't;.~a;.J--,~\(' ,tj:Je, :hea~ing;,"":A~though much testimony 
was presented at the hearfng"-:,,t1hei:"e; was·',no. substantial evidence pre-

... " • ,"-,-, '<, -'~. "-

sented ,that would indicate -n~~~~f~e:r.e,~a,s. suf~i:ient ground .water avail
able to supply any of the- prop.os,~,ct, ~iv~rsl.ons -w:ttbout creatl.ng an ad
verse affect on prior existil?g· __ :t~:!-gtiJ-s,;.}! I. 

, " ''''''::'';;' ';. l~ltlc'" "', -.; "'::::r'. 
,~.'V,Ur. "'_').',,; 

Should Applications 3344'5(~p-.dl '35000 :_be-' granted and should subse
quent development .of ground ~.n'il.'te.:r;;?ursuant theret'o 'detrimentally affect 
prior ground water rights or su'pta'~-~, water rights, the State Engineer 
is required by law to order wi,tI1:~G:'awals be restricted to conform to 
priority rights. §,I ">, 

The 
mater of 

c. The propo,sed use 
welfare. 101 

- - ~ ..,.. , 

CON~LUSI.ONS~, 
'/ ".~, ?"" 

, ''1:' " 
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Existing;wa,~e:~_ r:ight~st in th~::"Q~~.~o.n Valley Ground Water Basin ex
ceed the annual-r-iifha~tg(fI:'om _precip~-:ti3,tion and underflow. To grant, 
irrigat.ion r{.?~t'S' ,~h<:~ co.n~um~·ad,di~ii~&l water in this designated basin 
would adversely-affec:t"'e-x;lsting r'igb~l{ia-p,d threaten to prove detrimental 
to the public -wel.far~' .. <f' - , .'-- \'-'~.',,'-:':-
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IV 

If Applications 33449 and 35000 are granted, additional land would 
be irrigated or land that is irrigated only part.'time would b'e irrigated 
more intensivelY and frequently. This would resu'lt in additiona'l con
sumptive use by farm land irrigation. The additional withdrawals and 
consumption would remove water from the ground water reservoir which: 

A. Would not be replaced resulting in depletion of the ground 
water reservoir, or 

B. Would be replaced by infiltrating:surface water that would 
otherwise remain in the stream system. 

The additional withdrawal and ,consumption of underground water for irri
gation would therefore conflic't with existing rights and threaten to 
prove detrimental to the public welfare.-

,,;,; , 

The Stat.e 'Engineer is author:~i'ed~'and d:i:rected to designate pre
ferred -uses o·f.-wat@;r within des:l,.gt1-sted ground water basins such as the 
Carso~ Valley' Ground Water Ba.~_iri.';~~·:l.l/ The consumptive use of additional 
ground water to i"rrigate addiiionalland or to more intensively and 
frequently irrigac'e other land is' not' considered to be a preferred use 
of the limited 'w;;ter resources of. the Garson Valley Ground Water Basin. 

, ' 
, ' RULING--.i 

:o~- '''''''''~f'''''rJ' " 
'Applica,tions 3;3~~~na. }50:00 ~-4...Yirewith. denied on the grounds 

that the appropriation of underground water for irrigation in the desig
nated area described would tend to impair the value of existing rights 
and "be' detrimental-to, the' gublic' interest and welfare .. o A 

, "'. . "" ,-.~-

,t:'".i ' " 
Respectfully submitted;" , ' . ~ 

~~;,?2> 
State Engineer -.-

RDW/BLR/bl . \ 
Dated this~· ____ -02~3~r~d _______ ,day 

of ______ ~J~U~N~E~ ________ _ 1978. 
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FOOTNOTES 

l. Public Records in the Office of the State Engineer. 

2. Public Records in the Office of the State Engineer. 

3. Public Records in the Office of the State Engineer. 

4. Water Resources .- Reconnaissance Series, .Report 59, pp. 2, 5l. 

5. Public Records in the Office of the State Engineer. 

6. Public Records in the Office of the State Engineer. 

7. Transcript of the Hearing in the Matter of Pending Applications 
to Appropriate water in Carson Valley _Ground Water Basin, March 
27 and 28, 1978. 

-8. NRS 534.119, subsections 3 and 6. 

• . •• 
9. NRS 5'i3.D25 and NRS 533.030, subsection l. . . .' 

10. NRS 533.370, subsection 4., 

11. .- oNRS 534.120, subsection.? 
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