IN THE MATTER OF, APPLICATION )

NUMBERS ‘30670, 30671, 30672, ) - (. T eeeesogonbn
30677, 30678 30766, ,and 30?6? ) DU R TR L
FILED TO' APPROPRIATE THE WATERS) O "R L. TN G L
OF ‘AN UNDERGROUND''SOURCE ‘IN & '~ ~ ~'-# - T3 -
MIDDLE REESE VALLEY, LANDER )
COUNTY, NEVADA y q;**

i VR INTRtherION f"':ll?3-{;§; fj‘_;;?'jg*

Appllcatlon 3067%, 30671w 30672, 3067? 3(}Y6’Jr‘8,,r 30766,-an
30767 were filed in ‘the: State Englneer & Offlce between Septembé}

BT Ay ey

16, 1976 'and’ octbber’ 18, 1976‘to approprlate underground water  for

1rrlgatlon purposes 1n Mlddle Reese Valley, Lander County, Nevada.

f{’,‘

-----

E. G. Crosthwalte, was prepared_cooperatlvely by the Nevada Department
of Conservatlon and Natural Resources, lelsion of Water Resources
and U. S. Department ‘Of" Interlor, Geologlcal Survey.
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Application’ 30670 Was Eiled Sn- séptember’ 17,1976 by Altamira
Farms to . 2P roprlate ? ﬁr‘s., of the waters of an, undergroundﬂ,

sourdéitd* .psed for 1rrlgation and‘do E'T“o °754 345CL%5k§%

portlgns of;the Sk SW% Seot}on 34, QﬁN., R?%&E‘ and thd’ E%“Sectlon
4- f\25N ANR, 42E., MIDIBIFE ML The - proposed pdﬁnt‘%f dlver51on'
is located Wlthln the SE% NE% {Lot 5) Sectlon 4,, '1‘ 25N.
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, Applloat}on 3067} was fl}ed on September 17, }976 bykAltamlra
rarms %or 573 ¢ f.'l?"from an underground ‘sourde’ té be ‘ased™ %o

- 1rr1gatlon ahd domeEtlc on 276.6%atres in the" SWk, Ex NWy, and SW

NW% Segtion 9,:T 250-, B.42E., M.D.B. § M. The proposedrp01nt of

diversion is°lochted within the SBk NWk Sectich O T 35N., R.42E.,
M.D.B, & M. s
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Abblﬁaa%ién%3o%72*was flledfon“September 17, 1976, by Altamira
Farms  for 3k47 c.f.s., from an underground source to be used for
1rrlgat10n 0T 2979%4 acres in portions"of the £y Sectlogg12““%r2§Nb
R.42E., M. D‘B.“?*belThe“proposed point of diversion is located within
the SW4% NEX Sectlon 12 T 25N., R 42E., M, D B & M,
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Appligations 30677 and 30678 were filed on Septengr 17.n¥926ﬁp
by AltamiralFa¥msi " ‘Both? appllcatlons ‘ask for”5L4 ¢ f?g.,”f e
1rrlgatlon4and*domest1c on" 600" 3dres in'‘all”6f Sect1%h 23 ,except

the SE% SERY THRSNPLORVAZELD M/pOBS HM.““‘Th‘éeg?ré‘éosed"pmnt BET o
dlver51on\under Appllcatlon 30677 is. within the SWk NEX Secﬁlon 23,
T.25N7, RS 42E““VM”DLB‘L& M.'  The!proposed: point' 6f*diVersion uRAaL"
APBISEAEI6n30698 T8 within' fhe” 8Wy NWk Section 23, T. 25N., R.42E.,
M.D.B. & M. )

Applications 30766 and 30767 ,were filed on October 18
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by .Altamira’Farnsy" Both appllcatlons ask £6 €YD cif35., for ;
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irrigation and_domestlc of 600 acres 1n all"of Section 8, except
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the SW% Sw%, T.25N., R.42E., M.D.B. & M. The proposed point of -
.. @iversion of Application 30766 is within the SW% NE% Section 8, T.25N.,
. R. 42E., M.D.B. & M. The proposed point of diversion of Appllcatlon o
30767 is within the SW% SE% Section 8, T.25N., R.42E., M.D.B. & M.‘l/'

IT

B Protests were filed against the above applications within the 5
gi statutory time period and request that the applications be denied.

Applications 30670, 30671, 30672, 30677, and 30678 were protested
.| on January 4, 1977 by Ellison Ranching Co., on the grounds that:

Cohn "1. Area ig an area de51gnated by the State Engineer as one of
gkl&j-Jfl}: _ water cohcern.

! 2. ‘State Englneer s office has advised Protestant that its
¢ "wells in "the area are. down five feet.
1 ;

3. Protestant has had .to-reduce the capacity of its pumps

-va' originally 1nstalled to compensate for the reduced
! rejuvenatlon capac1ty of -the ground water aquifer.
e ey 7 M . ‘k e nf..a 4'.".‘
ra S : H
Mﬁ{ﬁ 1 ‘QQWJInsuffa01ent water to}meet agdltlonal demands."

O On January 10, 1977, Arthur Aten protested Applications 30670,
5&-555\: 30677 and 30678, and MerV1n;h._Adams protested 30671;and 30672. - "y
Y - M¥+ Aten and *Mrs. Adams protested on the grounds that: o T

j “l. Area is an area designated by the State Engineer as one
. of water concern. _

2. State Engineer's office has advised protestant that its
wells. in the area are down five feet.
- RS ".'-’\."w' B

3. Insufficient water Eogﬁléﬁfadditional demands."”
Applications 30766 and 307éﬁﬁgere"brotested on February 17,
'1977, by Aten's Farming on the;grbundsfthat:

3 7 "1, The State Engineer “has’ already stated that the water table
has dropped five feet._l .ﬁ, N
2. We feel that the area has been'ovér aloted. : Sk

3. All of the aloted wells have never been pumped at one time
as of yet. We feel’ that a ten year study should be made
at full producglon before any new permits are allowed." 2/

A field investigation was made by representatives of the State
Engineer's office on April. 15, 1977. '_/
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. Application Numbers 30670, 30671, 30672, 30677, 30678, 30766,
- and 30767 were filed to appropriate water from an underground source
q within the Mlddle Reese Valley Ground Water Basin, Lander County,
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Nevada as designated and described by order of the S ;
August 5, 1964. 3/ . : 3

B | : r : 'IV" : .’:A‘.
| Appllcatlon Numbers; 30670, 30671, 30672 3067? 30678, 30766,
and 30767 were filed to approprlate water’ %rom an underground source:

‘The land t6 be irrigated:under these applications has existing-under- - ;%
ground "water rlghts, but with limited dlver51on rates. 4/ ' )

.V

The estlmated perennlal yleld of the Mlddle Reese Valley ground
_water basin is 14,000 acre—feet per year. 5/

VI

ﬂ Certificates of appropriation have been issued within the

i Middle Reese Valley ground water basin in the amount of-51,463.92

: acre-feet per vear and permits have been granted within the basin

_ ﬂ which allow for the diversion of an additional 5,181 acre-feet per o
LW year. There are, therefore, a total of 56,594. 92 acre~feet of" water*' '
. L . currently approprlated from the ground water basin. §/

VII

i Should. Appllcatlons 30670, 30671, 30672, 30677, 30678, 30766,
oot - and 30767 be granted and subsequent develoPment of groundwater under: -
., these permits detrimentally affect prioy groundwater rights, the
a " State Engineer is required by law, tonorder withdrawals restrlcted to
~ conform to priority rlghts. 7/ '5_ o :

CONCLUSIONS

_.n

1. The State Englneer hgsajurlsdlctlon of the parties and the
subject matter of this actlon¢m8%;

k

2. The State Eng1
permlt where: 2o _ 34

A. ~ g
-, . or -;_. ) . ’-." < ‘_ ‘_’-9,’/-‘..-_ /_ iy .
, IREIPE ?@:;L}i T .
B. The proposed usg,gfnfllcts Wlth exlstlng rights, or .
A ._ - ol . X _,"‘_.,. .: :
& r} £ g Theapropdsed Qsejﬁhnedtens ts prove detrimental to’the- AL
i A T i7" . ’pdb¥ice wé&farea g/z*h- o

I 3. Existing water rlghts for the Mlddle Reese Valley Ground
2 © Water Bas1neexceed thEﬂejtlmated ‘potential recharge from precipitation.

; The potentlal exists forfadditional’ pumpade under existing ground

water rights which have not yet been developed. To grant additional
water rights for irrigation from this limited ground water resource
would adversely ‘afifect . ex15t1ng rights and threaten to prove detrlmental
to the publlc welfare@”.u

Enqaneer is authorized and. dlrected to de51gnate

_,W . 4. The Stamél_
' pregerred tses  of . water W1th1n designated ground water areas such as,
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' Middle Reese Valley. 10/ The consumptive use of add1t10na1 ground
<. ‘water for irrigation iIs not considered to be a preferred use of the

- limited ground water resources of the Mlddle Reese Valley Ground
Water Basin. -

RULING

1 Application Numbers 30670, 30671, 30672, 30677, 30678, 30766,
f and 30767 are herewith denied on the grounds that the appropriation
' of underground water for irrigation as applied for would tend. to
impair the value of existing rights and would be detrimental to the
i public interest and welfare.

T;{;: Respectfully submitted,
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' o v . “Roland D. Westergar

State Engineer
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NRS 533.025 and 533.030,
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NRS 534.110, subsections 3 and 6.
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