IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATIONS }
31743 AND 32444 FILED TO APPRO-)
PRIATE THE WATERS OF AN UNDER- ) RULING
GROUND SOQURCE IN CHURCHILL }
VALLEY, LYON COUNTY, NEVADA. )

INTRODUCTION

Applications 31743 and 32444 were filed in the State
Engineer's office on May 17, 1977 and June 29, 1977 respec-
tively, to appropriate underground water for irrigation and
domestic purposes in Churchill valley, Nevada.

In 1975, Water Resourses Reconnaissance Series Report
Number 59 "Water Resourcies Appraisal of the Carson River
Basin, Western Nevada" by Patrick A. Glancy and T. L. Katzer
was prepared cooperatively by the Nevada Department of Con-
servation and Natural Resources, Divigion of Water Resources
and U. S. Department of the Interior, Geological Survey.
This report is available from the State Engineer's office.

FINDINGS QF FACT

I

Application 31743 was filed on May 17, 1977 by Thomas
A. Hendrix for permission to appropriate 0.25 c.f.s. of water
from an underground source. The proposed point of diversion
is located within the NE% M¥W%, .Section 36, T.1l8N., R.24E.,
M.D.B.& M. The water is to be used for irrigation and domestic
purposes on 10 acres of land located within the ‘SE% NE% NW% of
said Section 36.

Application 32444 was filed on June 29, 1377 by ERGS, Inc.
for permission to appropriate 3.0 c.f.s. of water from an
underground source. The proposed point of diversion is located
within the NW% NWk%, Section 31, T.l17N., R.25E., M.D.B.& M. The

water is to be used for irrigation and domestic purposes on 163

acres of land located within portions of -the NW% and Wk Wk NEY%
of said Section 31.1l/

IT

Applications 31743 and 32444 were filed to appropriate
water from an underground source within the Churchill Valley
Ground Water Basin, Storey, Lyon and Churchill Counties, Nevada,
as designated and described by order of the State Engineer
issued August 23, 1977.2/ <

ITI

Applications 31743 and 32444 are to appropriate water from
an underground-source. The land to be irrigated-under Applica-
tions 31743 and 32444 does not have existing underground water
rights.i/
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Iv

The designated Churchill Valley Ground Water Basin is a
sub-basin of the larger Carson River Badsin in Western Nevada.
The potential local recharge from precipitation to the Chuar-
chill valley Groéund Water Basin is estlmated to be 1300 acre-

feet of water per year.f/

V.

Certificates have been issued under ground water permits
which could be exexcised to divert 2865 acre-feet of water
per year from the Churchill Valley Ground Water Basin. Permits
have been granted which could be used to develop an additional
12,800 acre-feet per year from the basin.3/

VI

Should Appllcatlons 31743 and 32444 be granted, and should

subsequent development of ground water under these permits

detrlmentally affect prior ground water rights, the State Engi-
neer is required by law to order w1thdrawals restrlcted to
conform to prlorlty rights. _/

CONCLUSIONS :

1. The State Engineer has jurisdiction of the partles and the
subject matter of this actlon.Z/.‘ .

-2‘. The State Englneer is prohlblted by Jlaw from granting a

permit where:

A. There is no unapproprlated water at the proposed
source, or

B. The proposed use conflicts with existing rights, or

C. The proposed use threatens to prove detrlmental to
the publlc welfare.E/

3. Existing water rights for the Churchill Valley Ground Water
Basin exceed the estimated potential recharge from preci-

'~ ' pitation to ‘the Churchill valley Ground Water Reservoir.

© "The potential. exists for additional pumpage under existing
" ground water rights which have not yet been developed. To
grant additional water rights for irrigation from this
linited ground water rescurce would adversely affect exis-
. ting rights and threaten to prove detrimental to the public
"‘;_welfart—:.-..'_r

4. The State Engineer is authorized and directed to designate

- preferred uses of water within designated ground water areas
such as Churchill valley.2/ The consumptive use of addi-
tional ground water to irrigate additional land is not con-
sidered to be a preferred use of the limited ground water
resources of the Churchill Valley Ground Water Basin.
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RULING

Applications 31743 and 32444 are herewith denied on ‘the
grounds that the appropriation of underground water for irr-
igation as applied for would tend to impair the value of
existing rights and would be detrimental to the public inter-
est and welfare.

S
Respectful% e ubmltted

¥ P
i%%%;€§~3//;estergard

State Englneer cilé.
RDW/BR/bl S
Dated this  18th day of
.ﬁﬁvember , 1977.
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FOOTNOTES

Public Records within the Office of the State Engineer.

Public Records within the 0ffice of the State Engineer and
Chapter 534 Nevada Revised Statutes. :

Public Records within the 0Office of the State Engineer.

Water Resources Reconnaissance Series Report 59, ‘PP. 47 and
48.

Publlc Records w1th1n the Offlce of the State Engineer.

WRS 534 llO,’subsectlons 3 and 6.
NRS 533.025 and 533.030, subsection 1.
ﬁRS‘533;370}'subsection 4.

NRS 534.120, subsection 2.



