Yashlzeten, 7. C.

Ky dear ir, Plttmen:
I hava received your letter of Servtember Zs, 1912,

regarding water conditiorns on the *™cana Rivar reservetlion,

Heveda, and the matter hes been given coreful consideratioh
by the Qffice,

This reservetion was created by Zmecutive Ofder
of Lisrch 12, 1873, setting srart certain deseribed lends
iz the 3outhwestern part of Navagn Zer the use 57 the Ip-
¢ians in that 153elity, and was cnanzoed and enlarged by
eiecutive Order of Februery 12, 1874.

37 the Act of Merch 7. 1875 018 stat. I., 420-
443), it wes reduced tc one thousand acres to bs saleated

by thre Teeretary of the Interior in such msnnsr as not %o

Include the claim of any settler o> minar.

July 3, 1875, tha'Secratary of the Interior arrroved
trhe selsction of the tragt of country dseeribed in 8 report
by Insrzctor Vandever, and get it epart as a reservaﬁian

for the Tsiuts Indiens.
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‘o3t reinte lormen ssttlemsn : o
rert of the valley Jor th ng

Wiret, Trere ware les In
abeyrunce to contend with Tmons 1%nS

‘nce nevinz pone back to Uten.

Qacond. The irrigoting ditcenes consioug ¥
tnie pasrle were still In » tolerabliy o0l 2o o1.,
end exterded all over the land. To conmtruct tnese
on lend whick hed never been under cultivetion would
have cost more morney than I ciuld convenlently spars
from my srpropristion. ({Zevort cn Indian if7airs,

1875, v, 337.)

Ir 16873 Ament Ingells rerorted that the Indisns
in the valley of the loara nad cultiveted crops o whesgt,
corn, barley, etc., carefully watering the land by irrige---
tion, 150 azcres havins been cultivated. {annuel Report
1873, p. 328}. In 1€74 he reportes that tha entire amount
under cultivetion was 730 mcres, the value of all the crops

amo .rtiny to over %28,000. [{innual Rerort, 1B74, p. 283).

Although <he rossrvetion had not taen basn reduced,

the 1lsné culitivated was in the Moapa Valley, included in the

rresent reservation. In 1875, 230 acres were reported und er

cultivation.

In 1906, an assistant of the State Zngineer cf
Yevads made a survey of the lands under cultivetion on the
rasarvation, anf on.the ad)oining country, to daterhine

the appropri etions ot the Moapa or Muddy river.

r e
Ty e . -
i AL e - PR e v et e e

T

=

T
L




he maters’ 0o

‘Moars Indier Pegervation Wa

for gufficlent water to irrizate 87 soras, snd wa:s Fiver

pricrity wo. 19, pricority yamiera belng &

to the year the land was £4{rat irrig
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mne first 18 vnriorities were for the yc&rs

1676,
1870, 1874,/1B73-16€8, 1890-1004, tne reservation belns

the lest of nine cartificates for 1024, In conseguence of .
this ect of the Statc, +tess Indians are eboul +p be arlotted
625 aeres of lerd, with &n arproved water rignt for onlrn o
f%7 aeres, the lend beinr ugeless without water. I,

the only practicablie method of meating this E

=

situation seenms &0 be by ignoring tne crrortionment 85
w [y 2 R

-

made by the “tate “noinear, and maving uce of al1 the
hat may be n2eded. ~re Indlans live near the

s the stream and thers is slwvays &L abundance

The only rbjection +5 this course 18 the ques-

tion ns to the legsl right of the Tpdisn to teke gufliclent

water from the stream flowing through thelr ragervation

to irrigate thelr Tands in order to mare tnar vroductive.
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